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Trinity Telugu Christian
Association USA, Inc.(TTCA)

i rind e malaba L

WE MEET AT 5.30 PM, EVERY 1*or 2™
SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
at
Calvary Chapel, 25 Van Zant 5t, East Norwalk, CT-06855
NFXT MEETING 13 OCTOBER 2008

St iHible

LE

""'"'"--L..Y

b Spaclal Video Scresning

B b Pralse & Worship both in Telugu and
English

& restimany & Prayers

B evie readings

¥y Bible One-0-One
.Insplmﬁmul messaga

B roiioved by feliowship meal

About TTCA : Trinity Telugu Christian Association was
astablished by the inspiration of God The Father, Jesus
Christ our Savior and Holy Spirit our comforter to reach
Telugu Christians across the United States and India to

share the Love of Jesus Christ both in Spiritual and Social.

As Apostle Paul said in Colossians 3,14 ".... And above all
these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfect-

ness,. CT Bible study started as part of our mission. Please
check our web site for more detalls and our programs. Join
us to be part of this grate mission and share the Love of
Lord Jesus Christ.
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Did you know that in the Bible mentions:

= Pray or prayer 289 times, ® Love 363 times,

and = Give or giving 1043 times?

God has put a tremendous emphasis on giving
in His word. Why?

Because we are naturally selfish and stingy so
giving is hard for us, - But God challenges us to
give

= Give of our time, = Give of our finances

= Give our talents

As we do, we increase the kingdom of God
here on this earth and receive material, spiritual
and emotional blessings in our lives.

I want to bring to your attention three
principles about giving.

Is the Seed In The Barn?

2 Cor. 9:6-10 — As we read this something is
brought out clearly by the Lord

A. The Law of the Harvest applies to your
finances

= Yes, the principle of sowing and reaping
applies to your giving

We have to have a farming or gardening
mentality when it comes to our finances

= This simple observation can revolutionize
your perspective on generosity if you really take it
to heart

What is the Law of the Harvest? Three simple
things:

1) We reap later than we sow

= We don’t sow some seed and expect the next
day for a plant to come up. It takes watering,
sunshine and time

= So it is with our generosity. We do not reap a
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return immediately. It takes
time, faith & thanksgiving

= But rest assured, just as a
seed will produce a plant, your
generosity will result in a
return — just later
2) We reap more than we
sow

= Plant an apple seed - that
yields an apple tree

= That apple tree produces
apples that all have many seeds
in them

= The one seed will produce
hundreds of apples, hundreds
of seeds

= We are told here in no
uncertain terms that this
applies to our giving.

e 2 Cor 9:10 — “multiply the
seed that is sown”
3) We reap in proportion of
what we sow

“Remember this: Whoever
sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap
generously” 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
(N1V)

= There is a correlation
between how much you give
and how much blessings you
will receive.

= Just as in farming - The
more you sow, the more you
will reap

This principle has been
taken to extremes — we hear of
all kinds of crazy promises
from radio and TV preachers —

“Send me a dollar and God
will give you 10 back!”

This principle is wrongly
used so as to make people
think it is a way for God to
make them rich.

= Kind of like a heavenly
slot machine — put in a dollar,
hit three bars and get a
bucketful of money

= Paul wasn’t talking to
people who were trying to get
rich

= He wasn’t trying to get
their money. He already had it

= He wants us to go beyond
our fear of giving and cross the
line to generosity.

= He wants us to know that
it is safe to obey God and give.

= This is good news for
people who have a problem
with giving

When you give away
something valuable, it feels like
a loss.

« You had something, not
you don’t — so you don’t feel
motivated to give more

= Here the bible puts it is a
different light, a way that we
should think about giving

= |t is saying that If we give
to God’s work, you are not
giving something away, but
sowing a seed

e It is not a loss, but an
investment that will bring
returns

The farmer doesn’t lose
seed when he plants it in the
ground, he gains a crop.

Is Your Seed Still In the
Barn? — show power pt. picture
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of seed sacks sitting in a
barn

What rational farmer would
say:
“l can’t sow my seed that |
have in my barn, because then
I would not have any seed any
more. What would happen if |
needed this seed?”

= Any farmer or gardener
knows that if they want a crop,
they have to sow their seed.

It doesn’t benefit him to
stuff his pockets full, neither
does it do any good to pray,

“Oh God, please give me a
crop. | not sure | can sow any
seed, but God | am trusting
you to get involved. | am
believing you to give me a
crop, but I am holding onto my
seed.”

= The logical, wise thing to
do is to sow financial seed in
giving to the work of the Lord.

= When we give to the
Lord, he promises here that it
will be just like sowing seed in
a farm — you will reap if you
sow

The only question for us is:
Is the seed still in the barn?

This investment - Sowing
has a material as well as a
spiritual side to it.

Material side to it is this —
as you give, God will supply
your needs as well as more
resources for giving

2 Cor 9:10-11 - read

= The seed that is in the
barn can cause you miss out on

financial blessings that God
wants to give you

= There is more than giving
as sowing seed so we can
receive more money from God

There is another way this
seed can stay in the barn that
has more impact on our
spiritual lives

Spiritual: Giving increases
your spiritual rewards. There
is a spiritual return for your
giving

God is up to something in
this world and needs our
finances to accomplish it.

When we get involved with
Him in sowing and giving, we
are taking our place in a plan
that is much bigger than our
life,

= Bigger than our world

= Bigger than our wants

= Bigger than our sack of
seed.

We are participating in
God’s plan, His agenda for the
world

What is God’s agenda?

God is concerned about the
poor and the Great
Commission. — That is what
He is about

= He has made a promise to
care for the poor people and
made a promise that the world
will be evangelized.

= He is committed to those
objectives - Those objectives
are going to cost money

= God will get the money
from somewhere, but he
would rather partner with his
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