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WHAT DO WE DO WITH OUR FREEDON ?

Freedom! It’s what we
celebrate this month.
The 15th of August is
when the India declared
theirindependence. It
was a new union
dedicated to the idea
that each human being
had a right to be free.
One of its earliest acts
was to institute a Bill of
Rights, which forbade
the government from
mfnnqmg on the freedom of
people to practice religious or
speak or assemble.

Throughout the history of the
India, most of our conflicts
have been about freedom.
There was workers rights and
women’s suffrage. The wars
we have fought have always
been, at least in the popular
][nlnd, about setting people
ree.

So we celebrate that freedom
this weekend. But what is
freedom? And what do we
do with it? We have been
given great freedoms in this
country and we need to ask
ourselves how we use the
freedom we have.

What is freedom? To the
founders and father of nation,
it was freedom from the
tyranny of government. It was
about the peoEIe telling the
government what to do
instead of the government
teling the people. It was
about beln%_ free to worship
or not worship God as one
saw fit. It was about being
free from excessive taxation. It
was about being able to say

~ what you think without fear of

being thrown in jail.

And for the most part we
experience those
freedoms in our Country.
But are we truly free? Are
people stuck in a cycle
of poverty really free?
Are people ensnared by

aterialism or hedonism
eally free? Are fearful
eople who lock the
orld out either
hysically or mentally
really free?

We aren’t free. We Indians
may be more free from
government intrusion than
other nations but we are really
enslaved. We are slaves to
our desires. We are slaves to
our fears. As a people we are
slaves to sin!

Perhaps it would help to look
at what the Bible says about
freedom. It says, “For you were
called to freedom, brethren;
only do not use your freedom
as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love be servants
of one another. For the whole
law is fulfiled in one word,
‘You shall love your neighbor
asyourself.””(Galatians 5:13-14)
According to the Bible
freedom is not license to do
what one wilt. It is an
opportunity to serve God. The
exercise of true freedom is not
found in doing your own thing,
but in serving your neighbor.

This Christian understanding
that freedom is servanthood is
the exact opposite of the
world’s understanding.

According to the world one is
free who can go wherever

Fydegns’as soos ©

they want and do whatever
they want. But such a person is
actually enslaved to his or her
own desires. Their wants
control them and tell them
where to go and what to do.

The Bible says, “walk by the
Spirit, and do not gratify the
esires of the lesh.”(Galatians
5:16) Also, “if you are led by
the Spirit you are not under
the law.”(Galatians 5:18) The
only way to be free of desire
of the flesh is to allow the
Spirit of God to free you. If
anyone is enslaved to sin only
God in Jesus Christ can make
him or her truly free. No
overnment, or constitution or
Gi"o?lf rights can do that, only
od!

In short freedom should be an
opportunity to serve others
not ourselves. So what do ?/ou
use your freedom for? Pau
described those who used
their freedom for serving self.
He wrote, “Now the works of
the flesh are plain: fornication,
impurity, licentiousness,
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
jealousy, anget, selfishness,
dissension, party spirit, envy,
drunkenness, carousing, and
the like. | warn you, as |
warned you before, that those
who do such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of
God.”(Galatians 5:19-21)

This is not a way of freedom it
is a way of slavery to sin and
death. But it seems to describe
the people of our age. How
much fornication and imgurity
do you see in our society*
What about envy, strife,
jealousy, anger, selfishness?
And if you look close you may
see a little of yourselfin it too.

Those who use their freedom
for serving others are

7
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described this way: “But the
fruit of the Spirit is'love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control;
against such there is no
law.”(Galatians 5:22-23) He
oes on, “And those who
elong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its
assions and desires. If we live
y the Spirit, let us also walk by
the Spirit.”(Galatians 5:24-25)

As citizens of the India you
have freedoms that others
only dream of. The freedom to
go where you want to do
what you want. We take for
granted the ability to just pick
up and go wherever we wish
on our vacations and even
the economic abillity to take a
vacation.

What are you doing with your
freedom? Are you servin
others or serving yourself? Can
you see selfishness and strife in
?_/our life? When you hear Paul
ist of the works of the flesh do
you see yourself in them? If you
can then you are serving
yourself. If you are serving
ourself then you really aren’t
ree. You are a slave to your
desires and wants.

Do you believe in freedom?
Then seek to be truly free.
Sacrifice your wants and
desires in love to others. Seek
to live the fruits of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, and gentleness. If
you want to be free to do
these things then ask Jesus to
set you free, not so that you
can indulge yourself, but so
you can live God’s love for
others. Declare your
independence from sin and
death.
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