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United Evangelical Christian Fellowship (¢

(An Inter-Denominational Asian Indian christian Fellowship
serving Central New Jersey since 1997)

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. Mark 16:15

Schedule: E

October 26th, 2007
Friday at 7:00 PM

October 27th, 2007 <
Saturday : $% F
10:30 AM (Rev.Kunchanapalli) ;

1:30 PM  (Concert & Kids Program) L g

-\ | ¢ : -
LTI GRUN 0) p)  (Rev.Balakrishnan) Rev. Solomon Raju Kunchanapalli /52 Unlte d Evan gellcal
October 28th, 2007

ey 530 P Christian Fellowship
(UECF)

Honorary Paslors :
&) Rev. Dr. David Ravinder

Senior Pastor
A Clement myla
57 = - pinner will be served on all (848-248-2771)
{ REV. David Davis the 3 days and also Lunch vinod Nakka

Hon. Pastor will be provided on saturday: (732-690-4985)

Jjoshua(Phani) pilli
(732-476-8899)

New Dover United Methodist Church,
687 New Dover Road, Edison, NJ-08820
(Just a few blocks away from famous Oak Tree Road, Edison)

Directions:

= For directions and more information, please visit: http://www.uecf.net

é From Garden State Parkway :
%

I. Take Exit 131, stay right (vou will enter into Route 27 south).

) 2. Go to Ist traffic light, tum right onto wood Ave. (Turn right at BP and Exxon gas stations).
9 3. pass next traffic light (Cross 0ak Tree Rd ). f

| 4. Al the next traffic light, make a left onto New Dover Road . %

| 5. church ( New Dover United Methodist church , 687 New Dover Rd, Edison, Nj 08820) (&
| ,‘ is on the left side with ample parking in front and back. é
(BT BN E 7 E BN E P BN A BN BN E I E BN E T S BAC BN G T E BN 7 E BN E P/ E BN E A E BN E A BN EMTAC BN LTS



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is with great joy and thanksgiving to God in my heart that | greet you on this wonderful occasion
of the tenth anniversary of UECF. As we celebrate this milestone, let us lift up our hearts unto the
LORD for al His wondrous works.

Elsewhere in this journal, you will find the history of UECF, outlining the beginnings and growth of
the Fellowship. Many people have made their contribution in making the Fellowship what it is today.
For the vision to create such a Community by the founders shows their keen sense of commitment to
follow the leading of God's Spirit. As | look back and reflect, | am reminded of the words of a great
hymn entitled, “And Are We Yet Alive” written by Charles Wesley in 1749.

“And are we yet alive,” the question is raised; “And see each other’s face?

Glory and thanks to Jesus give For His almighty grace! The song writer continues: “Preserved by
power divine; To full salvation here, Again in Jesus' praise we join; And in His sight appear. What
troubles have we seen, What mighty conflicts past; Fightings without, and fears within, Since we
assembled last! Yet out of all the Lord Hath brought us by His love; And till He doth His help afford,
And hides our life above. Then let us make our boast Of His redeeming power, Which saves us to the
uttermost, Till we can sin no more. Let us take up the cross Till we the crown obtain, And gladly
reckon all things loss So we may Jesus gain.

In spite of human shortcomings, the Lord is able to accomplish His purposes. As the writer of this
hymn tells us, it is because of His love, that God forgives us and strengthens us to move on. My
sincere prayer is that we as God's people will be faithful to what God has called us to do. | believe
that there is a lot that has to be done. Over the past decade we have seen great growth in the Indian
Christian Community in our area. We need to double our efforts to reach those who are seeking a
Faith Community where they can belong, participate and grow in their love for God and neighbor.
While it is vital to create such a place for fellowship, we must also remember that we are caled to
witness to those who have never heard the Good News of Jesus Christ. Our ‘Mission Field' is vast
indeed. We have an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of people who are seeking for
meaning and purpose in their lives, people who are seeking for lasting peace.

As we move into the future, let us resolve to draw closer to God through regular worship, bible
study, prayer, and to bear witness to our Lord effectively. It has been a privilege to be serving among
you and along with you these past ten years. | thank you all and | thank God for this privilege.

Shalom!

Rev. Dr. David Ravinder
Hon. Sr. Pastor
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Jayson & Williams
Technologies INnc.. is an US
based firm specializing in the
delivery of IT services and
FileNET consulting. JWT
develop solutions of which
address client short term and
long ferm objectives.
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JWT reqguires

IT Professionals

having various skill sefs
and experience levels in

Java .net testing
oracle s=sgl server
content management
sap erp siebel
datawearhocusing
IBM mainframes
midlleware
telecom

embedded wvi1si

mention technology & Experience as subject
jobs@ jwtechinc. com

Jayson & Williams Technologies Inc.
398, Spotswood Englishtown Road, MONROE,

New Jersey 08831

WWW.JWTECHINC.COM
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JJ Prayer Hall

Sunday worship, Children, Youth & Woman fellowship

JJ Prayer Hall's
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Dear UECF Families and Friends,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

It is my privilege to welcome you all on this auspicious occasion of United Evangelical Christian
Fellowship’s 10" Anniversary celebrations. We, as one family of Christ have reached an important
milestone in the history of UECF.

As the psalmist proclaimed, “ The Lord has done great things for us, Whereof we are glad” — Psalm
126:3. Many of us grew along with this fellowship and God has been faithful to us all these years.
When we look back, UECF has grown both spiritually and numerically.

As part of these 3-Day celebrations, special programs have been arranged. These programs include a
series of messages, musical concert, and children’s special programs. | urge you to get enriched with
the powerful messages by the distinguished servants of God, Rev. Naveen Balakrishnan and Rev.
Solomon Raju Kunchanapalli.

Efforts have been made to put things together in bringing out this Souvenir within a short span of time.
I encourage you to read this Souvenir with your nostalgic and cherished memories.

I thank and praise God for His wonderful mercies and thank our pastors, elders and each one of you
for your faithfulness.

As we celebrate the decade of service, let us re-dedicate ourselves with a greater commitment. May the
Almighty heavenly Father bind us together in unity!

In Christ’s love,
T Ry e

Joshua (Phani) Pilli
President
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Greetingsfrom Rev. David J.Davis

It is with great joy | praise God and congratulate the family of UECF on this important
milestone they have reached both as a local community and as part of the Universal Church
of God.

I would like to take this opportunity, to thank the Rev. Dr. David Ravinder,
Rev. Sunil Balasundaram, and the past & current Leadership of the UECF for the
opportunity to serve God’s people.

Although we are a small church the impact of their identity as God’s people has had far
reaching consequences in terms of ministry here as well as in other parts of this world.
Looking back I realize that we are no different from any unity that bears the name of Christ,
as such there have been many ups and downs, but we testify to the fact that God has led us
this far, and He will accomplish His purposes through us as time unfurls.

| believe that we are called, and our identity is in Christ, and because He is faithful, and
covenant keeping, | see the potential for great ministries and witness. | believe that
Isaiah 26:1-4 describes UECF.

I wish each member and their family members the peace of Christ, the Blessings of God and
the communion with our Father through the Holy Spirit.

Hon. Pastor /



STATE OF NEw JERSEY
OFFICE OF THBE GOVERROR
F.0O. Box 0m
TRENTOXN
088ces
[aR) 292-6000

Jon 5. CORZINE

GAOVERNOS

October 26, 2007
Dear Friends,

Itis my pleasure to extend warm greetings to everyone gathered for the 10th Anniversary
Celebration of United Evangelical Christian Fellowship (UECF).

The leadership, service, and fellowship provided by our churches are integral parts, not only
of our personal spirituality, but also of the very fabric society. Since its consecration in 1997,
United Evagelical Christian Fellowship has been instrumental in serving the needs of Asian-
Indian Christians in around Central New Jersey. | commend the efforts of UECF to bring
about positive and productive development in their community.

Best wishes for a most joyous and memorable celebration. I join with the community in
applauding your accomplishments of the past decade and wish you many blessings in the
future endeavors of your ministry.

Sincerely,

JON S.CORZINE
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SenaTOR ROBERT MENENDEZ

UNITED STATES SENATE
New JERSEY

October 26, 2007
United Evangelical Christian Fellowship
687 New Dover Road
Edison, New Jersey 08820

Dear Friends,

Please accept my heartiest congratulations as you celebrate the 10th Anniversary of your
house of worship. This is a momentous occasion for United Evangelical Christian
Fellowship, and I wish the entire congregation continued blessings, happiness, and
success.

I commend your church for its steadfast commitment to the Asian Indian community and
for its dedication to promoting the values of faith and spiritual growth in all its members.
Additionally, I would like to recognize the Reverend Dr. David Ravinder, Hon. Sr.
Pastor, and the Reverend David Davis, Hon. Pastor, who serve as inspirational leaders,
and have helped the church grow and prosper to become a place of solace and devotion
for the community.

As your United States Senator, it is my honor to acknowledge your 10th Anniversary.
Congratulations and best wishes to the entire congregation on this joyous occasion.

Singerely,

ROBERT MENENDEZ
United States




FRANK R. LAUTENBERG
NEW JURSEY

L Mnited States Senate

BUDGET WASHINGTON, DC 20510

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPOATATION

ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

October 12, 2007

President Joshua (Phani) Pilli
United Evangelical Christian Fellowship (UECF)
Edison, NJ 08820

Dear Friends:

Thank you very much for inviting me to the 10" Anniversary of United Evangelical
Christian Fellowship. I am sorry that | cannot be with you on this joyous occasion. However, |
am honored to be able to congratulate the congregation and strong leadership of United Evan-
gelical Christian Fellowship for your dedication to your community.

Your special dinners for Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years, and other holidays have
made a life long impact on those in need. Your collaboration with the Red Cross to plan and
execute charity events around the community has been a tremendous asset. While the Fellow-
shipisstill in its growing stages, | am very proud of your progress. United Evangelical Christian
Fellowship will continue to be a positive asset to your community in the future.

The past 10 years of caring and giving is evident throughout the daily workings of
United Evangelical Christian Fellowship. It is with great pleasure that | extend my warmest
congratulations on your 10th year is service.

Sincerely,

Wiode R ooikery



NEW JERSEY GENERAL ASSEMBLY
UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA
Assemblyman, 17th District
888 Easton Avenue Somerset, NJ 08873;
Phone: 732-247-3999; Fax: 732-247-4383

October 12, 2007
Mr. Joshua(Phani) Pilli, FIOREr 24

President, UECF
Edison, NJ

Mr. Pilli,

I would like to congratulate the United Evangelical Christian Fellowship(UECF) for reaching an
important milestone and celebrating the 10" Anniversary.

I am proud of the fact that UECF is an inter-denominational Church serving the Asian Indian
Christians in and around Central New Jersey since 1997. UECF has been catering to the spiritual
needs of the local and Asian Indian Community by maintaining the Christian traditions of the Indian
sub-continent.

UECF has impacted so many lives over many years and helped in their spiritual growth. The
dedication and faithfulness of UECF congregation should remain a powerful testimony to God in
not only New Jersey but also in the other parts of the world. | appreciate the fact that you have
reached out to me in friendship. I am looking forward to visiting your Sunday worship services held
in Edison, New Jersey in the near future.

Please accept my best wishes on reaching such a significant milestone in the history of UECF.

Sincerely,
@V{,Wwﬁwu.

UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA
NJ Assemblyman, D-17



INERGCY AND COMMERCE CONMITTEE FRANK PALLONE JR WASHINCSTON OFFICE
s e &7 NISTRICT NFW IFRSFY 237 ¢ NG

CHURMAN

ERVIRGNMENT AND HeZARDOUS
MaTERIALS §L

Congress of the United States
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Waghington, ML 20515

(BREY 4221140

DEMOCRATIC POLICY COMMITTEE

COMBMRICATIONS CHAIR

October 2007
Dear Friends :

| am proud to offer my congratulations to the United Evangelical Christian Fellowship on their 10"
Anniversary. An Inter-Denominational Asian Indian Christian Church started by Asian Indians. UECF
provides spiritual and cultural fellowship for Indian Christians. Now in its tenth year of service, the
fellowship has provided countless individuals and families with a place to go and celebrate their faith and
their heritage.

The United Evagelical Christian Fellowship has a strong tradition of activism, tolerance and compassion.
Whether promoting cultural activities throughout the community, organizing community service drives,
running special fellowship activities for youth groups, or assisting those in need at home and abroad
UECF’s commitment to spirituality and fellowship is impressive

The leadership of organizations like the United Evangelical Christian Fellowship remains crucial to the
continued growth and prosperity of our state. Though we face great challenges in New Jersey, we can be
assured that their continued hard work and commitment to community will enable all of us to succeed.

Once again, congratulations and thank you for all that you do.
With warm regards, | am

Sincerely,

Trau P, 8

FRANK PALLONE, JR.
Member of Congress



Jun H. Choi, Mayor

100 Municipal Blvd.
Edison, NJ 08817
(732) 248-7298 Office
(732) 287-6679 Fax

October 2007

Dear Friends,

It is my great honor and privilege to welcome you to the 10t anniversary of
the United Evangelical Christian Fellowship (UECF).

The United Evangelical Christian Fellowship is an inter-denominational
church serving the Asian-Indian Christian community in Central New Jersey which
has its Sunday meetings in Edison, New Jersey. The UECF is helping to maintain
the Christian traditions of the Indian community by fostering their spiritual needs
and improving the cultural harmony among our diverse population.

I would like to convey my best wishes to Mr. Joshua (Phani) Pilli, the current
President of the UECF who helped organize this event. On behalf of Edison residents,
| congratulate the United Evangelical Christian Fellowship and wish this celebration
success.

Sincerely,

Jun H. Choi
Mayor
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'TELUGU CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP OF NEW JERSEY

167 Sherman Avenue, Glen Ridge, NJ-07028
G&‘S“a” & Dear UECF family:

selugy
%y m°\

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
1,017, Jesus Christ. We praise God for His faithfulness to you these
10 years. Two verses comes to my mind in this regard " Great |
is Thy faithfulness" (Lam 3:23) & "Faithful is He that calleth
you who also will do it" (1Th 5:24). What a faithful God we have! Accept our heartfelt
congratulations on your 10t anniversary.

UECEF has reached an important milestone in its pilgrimage. Number 10 has a very significant
place in the Bible. For instance we have the tithe that we are commanded to give to God, ten
commandments that we are expected to put into practice & ten days of prayer in the upper
room with one accord by the 120 that ushered in the outpouring of Holy Spirit etc. etc.
Indeed you have come a long way by the grace of God through the mountain top as well as
the valley experiences. So you can boldly say "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us" (1Sam
7:12). Thank Him for being your Eben-ezer. To God be the glory Great things He hath done.
Hallelujah!

But do not relax yet for there is so much more to be done for the Kingdom. Do not sit on the
laurels you have already won for our King but keep pressing on. Success sometimes can
bring complacency which will hinder your mission. This can happen to any ministry. That is
what our adversary would like to do either stop the progress altogether or atleast slow it
down. So watch out! To avoid such a pitfall you would do well to practice St. Paul's motto
for his life who accomplished so much for the Kingdom yet says "Brethren I count not myself
to have apprehended; but this one thing I do; forgetting those things which are behind and
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Ph 3:13 & 14). This will enable you to do your part well
in fulfilling the Great Commission.

TCF NJ shares in your joy on this historic occasion and wishes you the choicest blessings
from our Lord. We also feel very good about the fact that some of the founding fathers of
UECF were at one time members of the TCF NJ and some of them still are. God speed to you
UECF.

In closing let me give you a word of encouragement and benediction. "Therefore my b, oved
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as

as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord" (1Cor 15:58). “Now unto Him that;

to keep you from falling and to present you faultless before the presence of His g ﬁr
exceeding joy; to the only wise God our Savior be glory and majesty dominion ant

both now and ever. Amen. ‘

In His Majesty's service
Feere ""(’:/ =l -ﬁ‘i et A.-.% £
\\% ( Bro. David Chigurupati for TCF NJ) , 3
0

11



NEW DOVER
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

" A Caring Community"

%:; v 1 |l | 5 | i ] = : &h

October 15, 2007
Dear Brothers, and Sisters in Christ

Praise God for your ministry, I join with all the members of New Dover United
Methodist Church in congratulating you on ten (10) years of ministry.
God has been faithful to you and you have been faithful to God

The Rev.Darryl D.Duer, Pastor

687 New Dover Road « Edison, NJ 08820 « Office (732) 381-9478 Fax (732) 381-9479
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"The house that is to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly magnificent of fame and of
glory throughout all Countries" - 1 Chronicles 22:5

TELUGU CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION - KUWAIT

Post Box - 80, Safat, 13001, Safat Kuwait, Tel/Fax : (965) 5668216, www. tcckuwait.com

Date : 08-10-2007
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United Telugu Christian Fellowship

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” Psalms 133:1

President:
Premkumar Chakravarthy

Vice Presidents:
Stanley Reddy
William Singavarapu

Executive General

Secretary
Devanivas J. Gandham

Treasurer:
Purushotham Maisappa

Executive Board:
John Stephen

Vijay Kumar Maddaluri
Amruth Buman

Joseph Gaddam

Moses Korani

David Saladi

Ravi Penubothula

Established 1992 —Celebrating 15 years in His Service

To

President

United Evangelical Christian Fellowship, NJ
New Jersey

We UTCF, NY as one body and fellowship would like to praise God and
congratulate United Evangelical Christian Fellowship, NJ on your tenth
anniversary.

Your ministry has been a blessing to all in our community, and we thank
God for the work you have done in the lives of many.

For any ministry, there must be the hand of God and the heart of the
people. God has laid His vision on the hard-working and committed
members of UECF, NJ and will continued to use you to impact the lives of
others.

One ministry in particular headed by UECF, NJ that is a great blessing to
many worldwide is the online website, www.uecf.net. Many thousands of
Christian songs have been compiled and made available to the public for
their enjoyment and benefit. Songs are available not only in Telugu, but in
many other Indian languages as well, which increases the chances of
impacting the lives of Indian non-Christians and leading them to Christ.
Truly, the online website has become a great evangelical tool and has
brought our faith to practice in our modern world.

We, as another partner in ministry to the Lord, commend United
Evangelical Christian Fellowship, NJ for their outstanding work amongst
Indian Christians throughout the United States and throughout the world.
Your dedication and vision is truly an inspiration to us, and we pray that
you will continue to follow God and bless our community for many years
to come.

Thank You,

In His Service

@fT"' PVM/CMM e

President
(Premkumar Chakravarthy)

110-18, 63rd Street, Forest Hills, New York-11375, USA
Phone: 718-463-UTCF - Email: utcfny@aol.com - www.iforchrist.com/utcf
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GOOD NEWS MESSENGERS
POST BOX- 306, KANNAVARITHOTA 4th LANE
GUNTUR (A.P) - INDIA - 522004

Email- Santhavardhan@yahoo.com WWW.200dnewsImessengers.org
Phone — 011-91-863-2354536

To

President,

The United Evangelical Christian Fellowship(UECF),
687 New Dover Rd,

Edison, NJ-08859

Dear Phani,

Greetings in Jesus Precious Name.

I'm Glad to know that UECF is celebrating its 10™ anniversary. On this occasion
I extend my hearty congratulations and prayerful greetings to all its members
specially the office bearers for their very spirited efforts to realize the goals of
the organization. May God’s hand rest upon you all and guide you continually
for His Glory and the spiritual enhancement of the people around you.

With Best Wishes,

Rev. Dr. M. S. Santhavardhan,
Good News Messengers.
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Rev Dr Anand Veeraraj
Pastor

609-406-7815
pastorveeraraj @aol.com

TRUSTEES
President

Sanjay Alexander
732-438-1491
Secretary

Sophia Samuel
732-422-7443
Treasurer

Titus Kamal
609-261-6575

Jt. Treasurer
Suresh Subramanian
732-745-771
Members

Anita John
Sudhakar Rajan

Anand Gnanadesikan

New Jersey Indian Church

[Sanctuary: 57 Sand Hills Road, Kendall Park, NJ 08824]
Phone: 732-297-9182 web: www.njic.org

October 12, 2007

Rev. Dr. David K. Ravinder

United Evangelical Christian Fellowship
687 New Dover Road

Edison NJ 08820

Dear Rev. Ravinder:

It gives me great pleasure to greet you and the members of the United
Evangelical Christian Fellowship on your 10" anniversary festival. Members of
the New Jersey Indian Church join me in wishing you a blessed time of
celebration and thanksgiving. We pray that the meetings with the guest speakers
-- Rev. Naveen Balakrishnan and Rev. Solomon Raju Kunchanapalli will be a
time of rich blessings and renewal.

Our congregation celebrated the 10" Anniversary just two years ago. During the
past years, we have participated together in each other programs, festivals and
celebrations. Members of your congregation have joined in our programs quite
frequently and we are grateful for your support and prayers for our growth and
witness. We trust and pray that we will continue to grow and mutually enrich
each other’s ministries. Both of our congregations provide a very important
service to the Asian Indian community in Central New Jersey. We have
benefited from your fellowship and ministries in the years gone by.

May God richly bless you and the UECF as you look forward to the next ten
years of your witness in Central New Jersey and beyond.

In Christ,

l[\mmc-E \\{C(')‘\rw*:‘
J
Rev. Dr. Anand Veeraraj
Pastor and Members

New Jersey Indian Church

16



New Life Associates

A Christian Spiritual and Social Service Organization

Ph:040 - 23340252 « Fx : 040 - 23347057
Website : www.nlaindia.org
E-mail : hyd2_neulife @sancharnet.in
Rev. Dr. A. B. Joseph Kishore 152-3RT, Vijayanagar Colony

B.Sc., M.Div., M.Th., D.Min. Hyderabad-500 057, A.P., India

Dear Joshua:
Greetings from India!

| am delighted to hear that UECF is celebrating its 10th
anniversary during October 26 to 28, 2007.

UECF has come a long way in fulfilling the purposes of God. |
always enjoy your power-packed worship services and warm
hospitality. Your outreach ministry has been wonderful over
the years. Particularly, | admire the high quality of integrity
and stewardship with which you are executing the ministry.
God's will is very strong on your ministry and | am sure your
ministry will continue to bless thousands in the coming years
both in the US and all over the world.

| congratulate Dr. David Ravinder and all the elders of UECF
for their excellent leadership. | commend all the members as
well for their loyalty and ardent partnership in this ministry.
Have a Spirit-filled Celebration!

In His Love,
ere
Kishore and Mérié

Oct 15, 2007.

Evangelistic Preaching in Campaigns, Conventions and Conferences, Conducting Retreats & Christian Ashrams,
Institutes and Workshops for Pastors, Child-Welfare, Audio-Video Ministry, New Life Publications, Rural Evangelism,
New Life Medical Clinics, Radio & Television Evangelism, New Life Community Churches, New Life Ministry Center.

e,
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PASTORS

Rev. Dr. David Ravinder Rev. David Davis
Senior Hon. Pastor Hon. Pastor

)

Rev. Steve Nash Rev. Balasundaram
Former Hon. Pastor Former Hon. Pastor
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Mr. Joshua(Phani) Pilli Mr. Clement Myla Mr. Vinod Nakka
President Vice President Secretary
(Pastorate Committee (Since 2003) (Board of Trustees
2003-2006)

2003-2006)

Mr. Chittaranjan Lam Mr. Alfred Bhaskar Mr. Junia Moses

Treasurer Board of Trustees Board of Trustees
(Pastorate Committee  (President 1997-2000)
2003-2006)

. lflﬁl?'es. ik L s
Mr. Louis Dundi Mr. Sunil Robert Vuppula Mrs. Udaya Pulipati
Board of Trustees Board of Trustees (Board of Trustees
1997-2003)

Pastorate Committee Members

Mr. Alfred Myla Mr. Manohar Pitta Mr. Ravi Rapaka Mr. Vijay Pulipati
(Secretary2000-2003,

Pastorate Committee
Since 2003 Board of Trustees
1997-2000)
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FORMER LEADERS

)

Mr. Syam Pilli Mr. Ebenezer Mallepalle M. simon Bushi
(President) (President) (secretary, Treasurer)

Mr. Ravindra saripalli ML. Reggie Rao Mr. Ajit Lakra
(Treasurer) (secretary, Board of Trustees) (Board of Trustees)

i §: 4 t" e ! | | A \
Mr. Paul Moodey  Mrs. sujatha Mallepalle Mr. Kanthi Rapaka Mr. sarath Kapudasi
(Board of Trustees, (Board of Trustees) (Secretary (Board of Trustees)
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History of United Evangelical Christian Fellowship

JEG

Mr. Syam Pilli (Former President of UECF)

Prologue:

" And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing " - Genesis 12:2

God has brought us this far! A fellowship that was started by a few families ten years
ago has now grown into a well-known Christian fellowship all over the world! It has been a
great blessing for me to serve Him through this fellowship in the capacity of President for
half a decade. I thank and praise God for using me as an instrument in the growth of this
fellowship. I am honored to present the history of United Evangelical Christian Fellowship
as it reached a significant milestone.

1. The Motivation:

In January 1997, a small group of people felt the need for an inter-denominational
fellowship that would fulfill the spiritual needs of the lay Christians in the Central New
Jersey region. This fellowship would conduct the Sunday worship services without language
barriers and maintain the traditions of Indian sub-continent. The intention was to serve
the local community and also to bring all the people closer to help the outreach ministries
serving the South Asian region.

2. Initiation:

The initial group consisting of the families of Mr. Alfred Bhaskar, Mr Vijay Pulipati, Mr.
Rajanikantha Rao, Mr. Ebenezer Mallepalle and Mr. Michael Rose put their burden in prayer
for few months. They believed that it was God’s will to start a fellowship and they sought
the support of Rev. Dr. David Ravinder to serve as an honorary Sr. Pastor and provide the
spiritual leadership. With the help of Pastor David Ravinder, the place for Sunday worship
service was obtained.

Thus, UECF started its first Sunday service on the 6th April 1997 at the sanctuary of
the Community United Methodist Church, located at 301, Chestnut Street, Roselle Park,
New Jersey 07204.

3. Incorporation:

An application was submitted in April 1997 to the Dept. of Treasury, Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) for Employer status. The IRS sanctioned the application in August 1997 and
approved the name United Evangelical Christian Fellowship.

After getting the EIN, an application was filed in September 1997 for New Jersey
state recognition and certification of Incorporation as a Nonprofit Organization under
federal IRS Code Section 501 (c) (3).

(e g o, A St g b g o
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In the last ten years, UECF has
conducted Sunday worship services in
three different churches. For the first
three years, the worship services were
conducted in Community United Methodist
Church, Roselle Park. During the fourth
year, UECF relocated to the New
Beginnings Church of the Nazarene located
at 80 Jefferson Blvd, Edison.

However, at the end of the year 2002

there was a need to look out for a new

It church facility. The Board of trustees met

UECF worships at _E just few days before Christmas and

New Dover United Mehodist church in Edison prayerfully decided that New Dover United

Methodist Church (NDUMC) in Edison would

be a strategic location for the growth of

UECF congregation. Pastor Ravinder and the UECF elders had discussions with Pastor Bob

Costello of NDUMC and their Board of trustees on 26 of January 2003 and agreed upon
the lease terms.

Thus UECF started worshipping in the sanctuary of New Dover United Methodist
Church in Edison from the first Sunday of March 2003.

5. Honorary Pastors:

UECF does not have a regular pastor;
however, has an unique arrangement with a
team of honorary pastors who bring the word
of God on the scheduled Sundays. Rev. Dr.
David Ravinder has been serving as the Senior
Honorary Pastor ever since the inception. He
takes charge of the fourth Sunday, which is
designated as Communion Sunday. Rev.
Praveen Bunyan served as the first UECF

'i 4"" ‘ g

Associate Pastor preaching regularly on three \ UECF HoRorary Pastors - 2002\
Sundays a week. s

Later, Rev. Praveen Bunyan left the UECF
and Rev. Sunil Balasundaram who at that time was pursuing doctoral studies in a seminary
filled the vacancy. Pastor Balasundaram ministered to UECF as an honorary pastor for four
and a half years.

During the fourth year, Rev. Stephen Nash joined as one of the Honorary Pastors and
served for almost 5 years. Rev. David Davis came on board as a guest preacher in June
2003 and is presently serving as an honorary Pastor.

In the course of time, the UECF felt the need for a dedicated regular pastor who
would nurture and help in the growth of the congregation as a church. A search Committee
was formed to examine alternatives and opined that this may not be feasible, considering
the UECF financial situation.

6. Elected Leaders:

The first General Body meeting was held on June 4, 1997 for which all the local
Christians were invited. In this meeting, a draft Constitution and by-laws prepared by

72y s 2R o > N a:
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Mr. Alfred Bhaskar was presented and was approved. The first team of leaders who were
elected in this General Body meeting included: President: Mr. Alfred Bhaskar, Secretary:
Mr. Rajani Kantha Rao, Treasurer: Mr. Ebenezer Mallepalle, Board of Trustees Members: Mr.
Ajit Lakra, Mr.Michael Rose, Mrs. Udaya Pulipati and Mr. Joel Dadepogu. Rev. Dr. David
Ravinder was nominated by the general body to be the Honorary Sr. Pastor & Spiritual
Advisor.

Mr. Kanthi Paul Rapaka served as Secretary for a brief period when the position was
vacant due to a resignation. In the second annual General Body meeting held in August
1999, Mr. Manohar Mudy was elected to the Board of Trustees and Mr. Moses Peram was
elected as Vice President.

The third General Body meeting was held in September 2000, and new office bearers
were elected as - President: Mr. Ebenezer Mallepalle. Vice president: Mr. Ajay Damarapu,
Secretary: Mr. Vijay Pulipati and Treasurer: Mr. Simon Bushi. Members of Board of Trustees:
Mr. Ajit Lakra; Mrs. Udaya Pulipati; Mrs. Sujatha Mallepalle; Mr. Carol Daniel. The elected
Coordinators included: Music: Mr. Sushil Bhujbhal, Missions & Women’s Fellowship: Mrs.
Sujatha Mallepalle, Bible Study: Mrs. Udaya Pulipati, Youth Fellowship: Johnsanjay Bhaskar,
Young Couples Group: Mrs. Anna Bhujbhal, Sunday School: Mrs. Suneela Damarapu.

During the same year, the President resigned and the Board asked Vice President to
take charge. In the General Body meeting held in September 2001, Mr. Ajay Damarapu was
elected as President and Mr. Syam Pilli was elected as the new Vice President.

In the General Body meeting held on 23 June 2002, Mr. Ajay Damarapu announced his
resignation. The UECF Board of Trustees met on 27" October 2002 and requested the
Vice-President Mr. Syam Pilli to resume the responsibilities of the President.

During the year 2003, the Constitution By-Laws were amended to include Pastorate
Committee in addition to the Board of Trustees.

After the tenure of the existing leadership ended, the new leaders were elected for a
3-year term in the General Body meeting held on 22" February 2004. The following members
were unanimously elected: Mr. Syam Pilli (President), Mr. Clement Myla (Vice-president),
Mr. Simon Bushi (Secretary) and Mr. Ravindra Saripalli (Treasurer). The elected Board of
Trustees are: Mr. Rajanikantha Rao, Mr. Ajit Lakra (Missions/Outreach), Mr. Vinod Nakka,
Mr. Paul Moodey, Mr. Sarath Kapudasi; and the Pastorate Committee are: Mr. Phani Pilli, Mr.
Alfred Myla, Mr. Sushil Bhujbal, Mr. Chittaranjan Lam. The Coordinators included: Mr. Louis
Dundi (Sunday School), Mrs. Susan Bushi (Bible Study), Mr. Sushil Bhujbal (Music), Mr.Thomas
Kalyanapu (Stewardship), Mrs. Padma Borugadda (Women’s Fellowship) and Mr. Kanthi
Paul Rapaka (Married Couples). The new leaders were installed on 7" March 2004.

Apr 1997 - Sep 2000 Mr. Alfred Bhaskar

Sep 2000 - Sep 2001 Mr. Ebenezer Mallepalle

Sep 2001 - Oct 2002 Mr. Ajay Damarapu

Oct 2002 - Feb 2004 Mr.Syam Pilli (Acting President)
Feb 2004 - Feb 2007 Mr. Syam Pilli

Feb 2007 - Present Mr. Joshua (Phani) Pilli

President’s tenure Table

The present team of leaders was elected in the General Body meeting held on 25"
February 2007. The elected executive leaders included: Mr. Joshua(Phani) Pilli (President),
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Mr. Clement Myla (Vice President),
Mr. Vinod Nakka (Secretary) and Mr.
Chittaranjan Lam (Treasurer).

Members of the Board of
Trustees are: Mr. Alfred Bhaskar, Mr.
Louis Dundi, Mrs. Udaya Pulipati, Mr.
Sunil Robert and Mr. Junia Moses.
Pastorate Committee Members are:
Mr. Alfred Myla, and Mr. Ravi Rapaka
and Mr. Vijay Pulipati and Mr.
Manohar Pitta.

7. Guest Preachers:

In addition to the honorary pastors, many servants of God have graced UECF with the
powerful Word. The following prominent Indian speakers inspired with the powerful messages:
Rev. Dr. M. S. Santhavardhan, Rev. Dr. A. B. Joseph Kishore, Rev. Dr. P. Joshi, Rev. Dr. B. C.
Paul, Rev. Dr. Yesupadam Bandela, Rev. Dr. Daniel Kalayanapu, Bro. Harry Gomes and Rev.
Manoj Bhatt.

The following local Indian pastors also helped in preaching the Word: Rev. Milind
Sojwal, Rev. Joseph Thomas, Rev. Solomon Tiwade, Rev. Dr. Charles Mark, Rev. John
Bhajjan, Rev. Prince Singh, Rev. Dr. Daniel Jeyaraj, Rev. Arul Mohan, Rev. Dr. Charles
Shaheen, Rev. Christopher Salina, Rev. Ananth Kumar, Rev. Santosh Thadigiri, Rev.
Christudoss Theodre, Rev. Navin Satyavrata, Rev. Ashish Bhatnagar and Rev. Eli Miranda.

Rev. Anna Bhujbal ministered to UECF mainly on fifth Sundays and also on all possible
occasions. The host church pastors Rev. Tom Sanders, Rev. Bob Costello and Rev. Darryl
Duer also served as guest preachers.

Other servants of God from India who brought powerful messages included: Rev.
Azaraiah Korabandi, Rev. Sam Saripalli, Rev. Devasahayam Dandala, Dr. Gurunatham Moodey,
Rev. John Paul Reddypogu, Rev. Dr. N. Krupa Rao, Rev. Dr. K. Jayawanth Samuel, Rev.
Syam Babu, Rev. Sali, Dr. Oomen A. Koshy, Rev. Chandrakanth Bhujbal, Rev. K R Stanley,
Bishop Stanley Jones, Rev. Syam Raj Saladi, Dr. Jacob Prabhu, Rev. Vasanth Peter,
Rev. Nelson Vantabathina, Bro. Kumar Das Villuri, Dr. Philip Nittala, Rev. Solomon Raju
Kunchanapalli and Bro. Suresh Kumar Gundala.

The Indian Christians in the USA such as Bro.Rajan Matthews, Bro.Kris Samudrala, Dr.
S. Samraj, Rev. John Stephen, Bro. John Madhukar Bushi, Rev. Vidyasagar Dadepogu, and
Rev. Ashish Pushkaran served as guest speakers. Also, Rev. Richard Bailey a Missionary
from Pakistan, Rev. Rafael Flores & Pastor John Carricks, Missionaries from Paraguay, Mr.
Billy & Mrs. Joanna Coppedge, Missionaries to Uganda shared the Word and their testimony.

UECF was blessed to have special music concerts by the popular Gospel Singers from
India such as Dr. John Bilmoria, Dr. Bhanu Murthy, Bro. Madhu Jesse & Sis. Veena, Bro.
William Carey, Bro. Vinod and Mrs. Mahitha Charles Pilli.

8. Sunday Worship Services:

UECF worship services start at 5:30 PM every Sunday. The order of Service is in
English. The typical Sunday service includes Praise & worship, sharing the joys and concerns,
intercessory prayers and a Message.

Singing in regional languages: Praising the Lord with songs and hymns has always
been the important part of UECF Sunday Worship Service. Praise songs have been sung in
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English and also in different regional languages such as Telugu and Hindi. In addition to the
standard instruments like Organ and Piano, many Indian musical instruments such as
Harmonium, Tabla and Congo drums were used to bring out special music.

Mr. Sushil Bhujbal, Mr. Samuel Sudhakar Chilaka, Mr. Simon Bushi, Dr. Gurunadham
Moodey, Mr. Carol Daniel Jokmels, Mr. Josaiah Srigiri, Mr. Junia Moses, Mr. Sunil Robert, Mr.
Spurgeon Perikala, James & Jacob brothers, Mr. Peter Kollory, Mr. Thomas Kalyanapu, Mrs.
Sinai Dadepogu, Ms. Yuko and Mrs. Emily Sensen Gopal provided commendable services
towards the music ministry.

Intercessory Prayers: The intercessory prayer time has been a great opportunity
for the congregation to instantaneously share their joys, concerns and needs of the family
and friends.

Communion Sunday: Holy Communion has been administered on the fourth Sunday
of every month.

9. Sunday School:

Sunday School has been conducted regularly during the Service to both beginners
and other age groups (up to 12 years). Sunday School teachers have been following a
yearly curriculum in nurturing children with the Word of God. Kids of different age groups
exhibited their talents on all possible special occasions. The children enthusiastically
participated in the activities such as Sunday school retreats, dramas, skits and group
dances. Sunday School children also had the opportunity to visit the orphanages and
share their love.

Mr. Louis Dundi and the other Sunday School staff have been dedicated to their work
in training the children according to Proverbs 22:6 which reminds “Train up the child in the
way he should go, when he is old he will not depart from it”.

10. Bible Study:

. |

Group Bible study has been
conducted on the second Friday of every
month from 8:00 to 9:30 PM. Initially,
members used to gather at their homes
for group Bible Studies. Later, started
gathering at Church premises, as this
location is more convenient. Laypersons
had a wonderful opportunity to lead the
study on all the Books of Old Testament
and New Testament. The Bible studies
were also based on the pre-selected topics from the New Testament.

The group Bible studies have been a blessing to many and helped to have in depth
understanding of the scriptures. The Bible study coordinators, Mr. Joshua Dadepogu, Mrs.
Udaya Pulipati, Mrs. Susan Bushi along with other lay leaders helped in coordinating and
conducting Bible study programs.

11. Home Prayer meetings:

Lenten Cottage Prayer meetings: Lenten Cottage prayer meetings were held on
Fridays for six weeks during the Lent season. Congregation members always volunteered
to open their homes to have Lenten cottage prayer meetings. Honorary pastors, guest
preachers and laypeople have lead the lent meditation. Some of the members fast during
the lent meditation time and generally these meetings were ended with fellowship meal.
Also, members expressed their love by contributing the canned food to the Community
food banks during this season.
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Praying for the sick: UECF congregation, as one body shared not only the joys and
also sorrows of the other members. Families fasted and held prayer meetings whenever
someone in the congregation is sick or going for a surgery.

12. Christmas Caroling

It has been a great joy for the
congregation to participate in Carol rounds
during the Christmas season. Every year, UECF
Christmas caroling starts in the first week of
December. In the year 2002, with a special
initiative, the Carolers visited 36 houses. All
the families have graciously welcomed the
Carolers and cheerfully offered their _
contributions. This good start has continued %’.
in the following years. God has been faithful in ///f o
guiding the carolers in the snowy season and
protecting them from the chilly winter winds.

7

Christmas caroling has been a wonderful opportunity both for the adults and kids to
actively participate and enjoy the season.

13. Special Festivals & Celebrations

| Christmas: UECF has been
celebrating Christmas every year on 25%
December with gladness and joy. The
Christmas gatherings were increasing
progressively. Last Christmas (2006) was
celebrated in a grand manner. Many
families and friends not only from USA but
also from Canada and India joined the
UECF Worship Service. This was the
largest gathering UECF ever had for
Christmas, having 250 people in attendance

Christmas celebrations included Holy Communion, spirit filled messages, special music,
children’s special programs and end with Christmas lunch.

Watch Night Service: In the year 2002, the Pilli families took the initiative to celebrate
UECF Watch Night service. 77 people including children gathered at United Methodist
Church, Union on 31t night of 2002 to welcome the New Year in God’s presence. The
practice continued and it has been a blessing to
start every New Year with prayer and Holy
Communion.

International Family Church of New Jersey
(IFCNJ) congregation joined UECF for celebrating
Watch Night Service in the year 2003. The Pastor ==
of IFCNJ, Rev. Ashish Bhatnagar delivered the
New Year message. It was a wonderful experience _,"
to UECF congregation to celebrate the New Year |
along with multi ethnic groups. gf
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Watch Night service programs included testimony time, candle lighting, special music
and a New Year message. God’s Promise Cards, Bible reading Planners and New Year
calendars were distributed during Watch Night service every year.

Easter Sunrise Service:

It has been a practice for the UECF
to join Pastor Ravinder’s United Methodist
church congregation every year for
Easter Sunrise service. This facilitated
UECF an opportunity to participate and
rejoice in the combined Easter Sunrise
Service at the United Methodist Church
at Berkeley Heights and also at
Community United Methodist Church
Roselle Park.

Thanksgiving:

UECF Thanksgiving celebrations
were held on the Sundays before the
fourth Thursday of November every
year. All the local groups were invited
for Thanksgiving service in the year
2002. Apart from UECF choir, Telugu
Christian Fellowship Choir and Hosanna
Singers also presented special music.
This trend continued as the years
progressed.

The congregation donated items
for auction. The proceedings of the thanksgiving auctions were designated for a special
cause every year.

Children’s Christmas:

I'E;.\- Children had the special opportunity to celebrate
Christmas in which they had shown their talents.

Mothers Day: = %

In the year 2003,
the ongoing Mother’s
day celebrations were
expanded and started
in a grand manner. It was a spectacular event to see
19 mothers being honored by their sons and daughters.
This trend continued in the following years. Generally,
the UECF men folk prepare a delicious meal in honor of
the mothers.
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Fathers Day:

In the recent past, Fathers Day was also
celebrated by honoring the Dads .

Other special programs include Advent
Candle lighting, Covenant Sunday, Palm Sunday,
Service of Carols & Lessons and special
programs by Covenant Players.

F

In the past, UECF joined the similar
congregations and participated in Good Friday
Meditation service, Christian Family conference,
NAAIC Annual Banquet and NJIC tenth
Anniversary Service. UECF also participated in
the combined Passion service along with TCF.

As per the growing needs, UECF started the Good Friday meditation Service this year.
14. Special meetings
Revival meetings:

!7 A two-day Revival meeting was held in the
year 1998 marking the first Anniversary of UECF.
Mr. Ebenezer Mallepalle took the initiative in
arranging Dr. Akbar Haq as the guest speaker for
these revival meetings. The local churches and
UTCF, New York participated in the meetings.

During the year 2002, UECF supported and
participated in the Revival meetings hosted by
the Church of the Nazarene. Rev. Dr. Joshua

I Daniel was the speaker.
\

3-Day Revival meetings were held from 28% October to 30%" October 2005. Rev. Naveen
Balakrishnan, a faithful servant of God, delivered
a series of powerful messages. This series
included the inspiring topics such as Salvation,
Supplication, Sanctification, Scripture and
Sharing. Many of the fellow Christians from
neighboring areas attended the meetings and
were spiritually benefited by the messages. The
Revival meetings left such an impact on those
who attended that some of them started reading
the Bible regularly 4 chapters-a-day as
suggested by Rev. Naveen Balakrishnan.
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Gospel meetings:

In the first week of June 2006, The
Pilli families took initiative to host
3-day special gospel meetings by
Bro. Anil Kumar. During these meetings,
the sanctuary was packed with a large
gathering of over 250 people. Crowds
were drawn from not only New Jersey
but also from the neighboring states.
These meetings Ileft enduring
impressions in the minds of those
attended helped in leading few people
to the Lord.

15. Married Couples meetings

The Married Couples meeting usually
held on the 4t Saturday of every month
in various homes that are pre-decided.
Couples discussed and debated on
various topics that are very practical
and tried to use the Bible as a guiding
tool. Rev. Dr. David Ravinder & Mrs.
Sarita Ravinder actively lead this
ministry. A coordinator takes care of these meetings in inviting and making potluck dinner
arrangements. The Young Couples Group also enacted a lent season passion Play on a
Palm Sunday, which received well appreciation.

16. Missions & Outreach Support

For the last several years, UECF helped and supported the poor and needy through
numerous ministries in India such as Good News Messengers, Guntur; New Life Associates,
Hyderabad; Emmaus Ministries, Hyderabad; Golden Harvest Ministries, Visakhapatnam;
Savior’s Heartbeat Ministries, Vijayawada; Shalom Christian Ministries, Zaheerabad; Carmel
Prayer Tower, Coimbatore; Hebron Pentecostal Church, Rajahmundry; Kids Club, Khammam;
Project Christ International (PCI); Lutheran churches and organizations in Andhra Pradesh
and Jarkhand. UECF also supported the Hunger and Humanitarian work in Sudan through
UMCOR, supported rehabilitation work and orphaned Children through RZIM’s Wellspring
ministry and Red Cross.

UECF also involved in supporting Rev. Stephen Nash’s mission trip to India and the
other missionaries in India, Paraguay and Uganda.

Helped the victims of natural calamities: The end of the year 2004 witnessed a
most tragic disaster. The Indian Ocean Tsunami devastated several countries including
India and Sri Lanka. UECF rose to the situation and contributed towards the relief efforts
through Hindustan Bible Institute (HBI) and Rev. Joe Thomas’s ministry in Sri Lanka.

17. Social & Cultural Events

UECF families actively participated in the following social and cultural events:
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India Independence Day
parade: In the year 2005, India
Independence Day parade was
organized for the first time in New
Jersey. UECF families took part in this
secular event, which was held on 14t
August 2005. It was a great experience
to hold the UECF banner along with
Tricolor flags and marching on Oak Tree 3
Road. This certainly helped UECF in developing awareness in the nelghborhood

= o : UECF Family Picnics: UECF annual
family picnics are generally filled with lots
of fun and plenty of food along with the
spiritual food. The members with their
family and friends enjoyed the picnics
organized in famous Parks of New Jersey
such as Colonial Park, Johnson Park,
Roosevelt Park and Cheese Quake Park.

Adults and the kids alike have taken
active part in number of activities and
played variety of games. UECF families had
the opportunity to enjoy various activities
and games such as Bible quizzes, Bibliola
(a popular UECF activity), Tug of war,
Strawberry catching, Egg throwing,
musical chairs, water balloons for children, dumb charades, Guess picture drawing, Cricket,
Tennis and boat riding.

18. Fellowship Hour

The fellowship time has been very helpful in bringing cohesion among the congregation.
UECF families have always enjoyed hosting Fellowship Coffee hour after each Sunday
service with delicious Indian style home made food while celebrating their birthdays and
anniversaries. Members volunteered to sign-up Fellowship Coffee hour roaster, generally
placed on the notice board.

All the special occasions like Baby showers, Bridal showers, wedding receptions and
thanksgiving service were always followed by fellowship meals.

19. Web site

At the end of the year 2001, Joshua(Phani) Pilli took the initiative to develop a web
site (www.uecf.net) for UECF. God has richly blessed this web ministry and UECF is well
known all over the world through the web site. Members and others get periodical updates
on the fellowship activities through the regular web postings. The pictorial account of the
past events were also archived and made available on the web.

Web site has been instrumental for the growth of UECF. It is wonderful to know many
visitors have attended the UECF Sunday worship services and testified that they came to
know about UECF through the Web site. Some such visitors started attending regularly.
Praise the Lord for this wonderful site and the never tiring efforts of Joshua Pilli!

20. Conclusion:

There were some ups and downs in the journey of UECF and it has undergone lot of
trials and tribulations with in the last 10 years. But like Church built on the rock, UECF is
continuing in faith, moving steadfastly and standing as a testimony to the Lord. As the
name suggests, United Evangelical Christian Fellowship is committed to the Evangelism.
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4 GENERATIONAL MARKERS AMONG ASIAN INDIANS AND

IMPLICATIONS FOR PASTORAL CARE OF CHILDREN
-By Rev. Dr. David Ravinder

“Children are a heritage from the Lord.” Psalm 127:3

Little children are a great source of joy and blessing. They brighten up our lives with
their smiles. Jesus had a special place for little children. Raising the children can be quite a
formidable task for any parent.

We often hear terms like, *Communication Gap’, ‘Socio-economic Gap’ and ‘Generation
Gap’. We seem to have a general idea as to what these terms mean and imply in everyday
living. In this brief article, I wish to highlight one of these terms that is very relevant for
our living as immigrants in this country, namely, the ‘Generation Gap’. I like to use the term
‘Generational Markers’ to identify the problematic issues intrinsic to the whole notion of
differences in the ages and what these differences might mean and affect our inter-
generational living here in the USA. When we use the term ‘markers’ we are simply being
descriptive of what is seen and observed. There are no value judgments made or implied in
such a conversation. Problems are viewed as part of life that is dynamic, growing, creative
and challenging. Understanding is the key.

Sociologists and Social Scientists have developed a large body of literature around
this subject. There is in fact, a ‘system’ of identifying generational divisions among the
immigrant population. These generational divisions are somewhat technical in nature and
perhaps need greater elucidation than what I have attempted here. Where deemed
necessary, I have offered some examples to illustrate the points.

Let us begin with the term ‘The 1.5 Generation’. The term 1.5 generation refers to
people who immigrate to a new country before or during their early teens. They are so
labeled “because they bring with them characteristics from their home country but continue
their assimilation and socialization in the new country. Their identity is thus a combination
of new and old culture and tradition.”

(Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, 1.5 generation.)

“Depending on the age of immigration, the community into which they settle, extent
of education in their native country, and other factors, 1.5 generation individuals will
identify with their countries of origin to varying degrees. However, their identification will
be affected by their experiences growing up in the new country. 1.5G individuals are often
bilingual and find it easier to be assimilated into the local culture and society than people
who immigrated as adults”. (Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, 1.5 generation.)

Many in the 1.5 generation are bi-lingual and bi-cultural, combining both cultures -
culture from the country of origin with the culture of the new country. Studies show that
cultural assimilation adds to their cultural diversity which in and of itself creates a complexity
in such individuals. A majority of the 1.5G within the Asian Indian Christian Community are
in their teens and twenties, though quite a few have entered their thirties.

Two of our children were born in India and came to the USA at age five and one and a half.
The identification of the five year old with India is greater than the younger child. There are many
families who have the 1.5 G children. Sometimes they go through a stressful period of adjustment
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(Cub"u to the new culture, especially if they have emigrated in their late teens. Social adjustment
and cultural assimilation is more clearly perceived and evident in immigrant children of
younger age.

In some families the 1.5G children experience conflict with parents often as children
rebel against the traditions of the native culture. Parents are unable to understand this
rebellious behavior of their children. In many instances, both the parents work in full time
jobs, leaving little quality time to spend with the children, which creates an emotional gap
and distance. The author recalls this tension while in graduate school full time, working on
a part-time job at night. That kind of a schedule leaves little time for anything else that
can adversely affect the children.

In a few families the children became so caught in this tension which made them
vulnerable to anxiety and depression. But traditional cultural norms play a part in preventing
these children from receiving the psychological intervention in the right time. Delay can
only exacerbate the situation for the young person.

There is a collective assumption among many families that mental health problems bring
shame on the family and that seeking help is a sign of weakness. There is a great deal of
denial. Consequently some of the children in these situations suffer silently with psychological
problems by internalizing them and others by acting them out in disruptive behaviors until
they get the help they need. Very often these children become the proverbial ‘lightning
rod’ and families get entrapped in the web of over-protection, denials and scapegoating
the so-called problem child. Such actions by the parents often lead to further disintegration
and disturbance in the child.

In continuation of the social groups along the generational lines, there are the 1.0, 2.0
the 2.5 and 3.0 generations to examine.

In most generational studies, children of immigrant parents are considered to be “second
generation or 2.0” if they are born in the United States. The author’s third child fits in this
category. There is an observable difference between the 1.5 and 2.0 generation children.
While the 1.5 G children struggle to deal with two distinct cultures, the 2.0G in many
instances is oblivious to this tension. They seem to deal with the same issues from a
different vantage point than that of their siblings of the 1.5G. Generally there is a distinct
attitude of ‘belonging’ to the host culture. They do not feel the high level of ownership of
the native values espoused by the rest of the family. Individual rights and self-esteem
issues are quite prominent to them. They also seem comfortable to question the ‘old’
values of the previous generation. They are not in compliance with the parental authority
that usually resorts to the saying, “You do or do not do because I am your father/mother
and I told you so”. This type of behavior has ‘rebellion” written all over it. If untreated, it
has the potential to cause many problems in the family. It has the potential to lead to
physical abuse and/or emotional abuse.

Those with one U.S.-born parent and one foreign-born parent (the “2.5 generation”)
are different from those with no U.S.-born parents (the “2.0 generation”) and those with
two U.S-born parents (the “third generation”). I do not have much personal experience
with the 2.5G and 3.0G and discussion about such is beyond the scope of this article.

IMPLICATIONS FOR PASTORAL CARE OF CHILDREN

Effective Pastoral Care is what most families look for from their pastors/leaders — whether
they are clergy or laity. What is at the center of such care is, Shepherding which is a biblical
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concept. God is the ultimate Shepherd. Jesus said of himself that He is the Good Shepherd:

What does the Shepherd do for the sheep? He provides guidance, in that he leads the
sheep, he brings nurture, in that he administers healing remedies when the sheep gets
hurt, and he sustains the sheep by steering them out of trouble and harm.

Children, whether they are from the 1.5 G or 2.0 G need guidance and nurture. They
need good leadership to show them the way. Effective ‘Role Models’ are needed in the
lives of young children and youth. These mentors need not be only from the family. They
can be drawn from the larger community.

Pastoral Care of children must not wait for some crisis to develop before it is offered. It
must be an ongoing function of the pastoral ministry of the Church/Fellowship. In many
instances, providing regular and effective Care prevents problems from escalating to proportions
beyond repair.

Families can also offer a helping hand in this regard by opening their homes for regular
gathering of the faith community in small groups for prayer, bible study, and fellowship.
Lenten season is an excellent time for ‘cottage prayer gatherings’. Families often celebrate
special occasions such as birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, house-warming ceremonies,
Bridal and Baby Showers, which are happy events that easily lend themselves to thanksgiving.
These events are excellent opportunities for effective Care for the family members and
friends and neighbors.

I have participated in scores of such happy events that build a true sense of community
and foster good relationships. Even in painful and sad situations, good Pastoral Care can
be extended. Funerals are prime examples. Deaths of the elderly afford a great opportunity
to celebrate their lives and give witness to God'’s faithfulness. I have withessed a tremendous
opportunity to bridge the generational divisions during family crises. These critical times
afford opportunities for families to ‘bond’ in new ways.

Care of families in untimely deaths of children, miscarriages, still births also have the
potential for proper Care of support, guidance and nurture. How these sensitive and
critical '‘moments’ are handled will determine to a large extent the future of these families
in terms of stabilizing their faith in a good and faithful God. Immigrant families of Indian
origin seem to value such small group gatherings which is a very positive sign.

IMPLICATIONS FOR PASTORAL COUNSELING OF FAMILIES

1. Pre-marital Counseling:

The primary concern in this area is the nearly lack of this type of counseling in the
AICC. As a pastor who has served various churches, predominantly White-Anglo-Saxon, I
have never had the difficulty in requiring couples intending to get married to commit to a
period of no less than six months for pre-marital counseling. Without exception every
couple whose marriage I solemnized took the pre-marital counseling course.

To many of these couples, this was an ‘eye opening’ experience. Almost without exception
the opposite is the case when it comes to couples from the AICC. In several instances the
expectation was that the pastor simply performs the ‘ceremony’ because there is no time
for indulging in the luxury of weeks or months of pre-marital counseling. This is owing to
the fact that the marriage alliance is customarily arranged by the elders of the families concerned.
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(o*’“ ‘it appears to be that, among many elders of the families, there is little understanding of
what the pre-marital counseling is all about. One parent said to me, “This seems to be a
western practice. We don’t know much about it.”

2. Marital Counseling:

Among the 1.0G the roles of husband and wife appear to be pretty much shaped and
set by the cultural values and social upbringing characteristic of the Indian society and
culture. This is especially the case in the ‘older’ couples currently in their 50’s and 60’s
though not restricted to this age group by any means. In many instances their marriages
were ‘arranged’ by the respective families. Typically the husband in this situation plays the
‘dominant’ role, who calls most of the shots. The wife plays a ‘sub-ordinate’ role and takes
primary responsibility in the care for the children and other members of the family. The
husband’s career takes precedence over that of the wife’s. In families of this type, there
is a resistance to marriage counseling, regardless of what might trigger for such a need,
i.e. children’ behavior, financial stresses, extended family circumstances, etc.

There is apparent denial of anything major that is causing problems to destabilize the
family’s sense of homeostasis. Outside influences that may suggest anything to the contrary
are kept at a distance. Marital and/or family counseling is politely refused. On the other
hand, there is some evidence that the younger counterparts of the 1.0G seems to be more
open and ready to receive counseling for problems. The author has provided counseling in
the form of guidance, support and education on a number of occasions to couples in the
areas of listening, communicating, dealing with the past, coping with stress, child rearing,
career selection, in-laws, finances, etc.

3. Family Counseling:

Family Counseling takes into account that the ‘Family’ is a unit and system. It does
not undermine the individuals who are part of that system. However, it refuses to focus on
any single member of the family as the IP that is, the Identified Patient. Families often try
to shift focus from the dysfunction that exists in the whole system within the family to
one person, i.e. a child (scapegoat) so that the therapist can then *fix’ the problem child.
When a family approached the author for help with dealing with a child who was manifesting
aggressive behavior in school, it became very clear that the problems stemmed from the
child’s home situation, in particular with the child’s parents. When invited to seek family
counseling, the parents became upset and put an end to the counseling. The couple got
divorced at a later time.

Many families view the counseling process with suspicion, and do not easily commit
to it. This may be due to excesses and abuses one may have seen or heard from others, or
a gross misunderstanding of the counseling process. More information sharing and open
dialogue is perhaps the way out of this situation. Also, who the family selects to work with
is crucial. Like in any profession, you have good ones and not-so-good ones. Families need
to do some background check and look for a counselor who brings good training, skill,
commitment and care to the counseling relationship. There needs to be a good deal of
trust and confidence in the counseling relationship in order to see positive results.

In closing, I want to emphasize the main point of this article. Generational ‘markers’
are important keys to unlock the problems faced by immigrant families. Identifying and
understanding these traits will go a long way in helping children and youth in particular and
families in general. I hope the insights shared here will prove to be helpful in generating
more interest in the field for the readers.
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& WE ARE IN THE FINAL INNINGS OF THE GAME
- By. Bro. Alfred Bhaskar

Scholars have deduced the calendar events of History in the Bible . Some important
events are extracted and given in this table.

Events Biblical Calendar Translated into modern
beginning with creation calendar
At the year ‘“0”
Creation of Adam 0 11013 BC
Noah’s birth 5423 5590BC
The flood 6023 4990 BC
Peleg’s time and the 7860-7641 3372-3153BC
splitting of the earth
Tower of Babel 3153-2914BC (approx)
Birth of Abraham 8846 2167BC
Sodom and Gomorrah 8946 2067BC
destroyed
David becomes king 10,006 1007BC
Assyrians destroy Israel 10304 709BC
Judah destroyed 10,424 589BC
Last writing of Old 10,622 391BC
Testament
Jesus born 11,007 7BC
Jesus crucified Church age | 11,040 33AD
begins First jubilee period.
Church age ends Beginning | 13028 1988AD
of great tribulation
Beginning of 2™ jubilee 13034 1994AD
period
Predicted end of the world | 13051 2011AD

This table is based on the calculations given in the book "Time has an end” authored
by Harold Camping - an interesting reading for those interested in the biblical history of
the world. Caveat. Regarding the second coming. We do believe that no one - not even
the son of man knows when the judgment day would come. But Bible gives many indications
of the second coming and the great tribulation.

Interesting point is — The Bible even describes the splitting of the earth during
Peleg’s time. When Europe, Africa and Asia separated from the Americas, the Atlantic
ocean was born. The exact date is recorded in the Maya’s History. The Mayas are
meticulous in recording
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Archeologists who study the ancient civilization of the Mayas puzzle about this date. The
Mayas must be wondering about the continental break up! But the Bible has the answer.

The dates described in the table are in total conflict with scientific projections.
Carbon dating before the flood is named as the reason for the discrepancy. But the thrust
of this article is to show that the Bible is historically accurate. The predictions given for
the end of the world bring an awareness of the second coming of Christ.

Today we see in the news predictions of great earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.
A comet is also going to make a very close approach to the earth in 2029, and if it misses
the earth, in 2036 during its next revolution it would be a sure hit. What do you say? An
asteroid hit of size half a mile would be the ultimate destruction of the world. There will be
fire and devastation as predicted in Isiah, Daniel, Ezekiel and Revelation.

So are you getting ready to face your creator? What are your plans? Think and pray
about it. God bless you all.

Also see Ref: II Peter Ch 3. Mathew 24 -31. Ezekiel 8-11, 21:8-10
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FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR BUT
EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN!

- By Bro. Krish Murthy

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Hebrews 11: 6 (KJV).

We can explain Hebrews 11:1 in this way; If we have what we desire, why do we
need to believe for it? We already have it! If we can see the substance of our faith, then
it is not faith.

“But without faith impossible to please : for he that cometh to God must
believe that He is, and He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” Hebrews 11:
6 (KIV).

We seem to have no problem believing that God is all-powerful, mighty, omnipotent,
omniscient, and so on. Faith begins when we believe that God is not only able, but also
willing to meet our needs. Our faith is limited by how much we are willing to believe.

The book of Hebrews explains the requirement of a faith that produces results.
Remember when God instructed Moses to tell Pharoah that "I AM” sent him. It is a funny
name for God, but if you understand what "I AM” means and who "I AM” is, it adds a whole
new perspective. Glory to God! “I AM” is the name of Jehovah God that is ever-present.
When I say God is my healer, I am saying that the ever- present God, "I AM” is present as
a healer in my life.

We can simplify this foundation principle of faith in this way. If you believe that God
is your Savior, then He is your Great "I AM” in the area of salvation. If you believe that
God is your Provider, then He is your Great I AM” in the area of provision. If you believe
that God is your baptizer then He is your Great "I AM” as far as baptism in the Holy Spirit
is concerned. God will be in our lives what we believe Him to be according to His Word.

Jesus tells us same thing in the Gospel of Mark 11:22- 24.

“And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God”, Mark 11:22 (KJV).

This is the same faith that that defines what God is for you; Healer, Provider, Savior,
Baptizer, and so on. If we do not believe that God is our provider, it is meaningless to pray
and ask God to solve our financial problems because we fail to meet this first condition.
We must first believe in our heart that He is our provider. Once we grasp this, we move on
to Verse 23.

“For verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this mountain, be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe
that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith”.
Mark 11:23 (KJV).

The second step is to speak to the problem and command it to go because we
believed in our heart that God is our solution (the Great "I AM”). Once we have the first
condition established in our heart, we are sure of God’s position in our lives. We are ready
to speak to the mountain and receive God’s solution for our situation. Jesus tells us that,
if we say to the mountain, be removed and cast into the sea, and not doubt in our heart
it will be done. The mountain we are addressing here is the problem we want God to solve
for us, it could be cancer, debt, or family problems.
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those things that you've desired before you actually see them.

“Therefore I say unto you, What things so ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive , and ye shall have , Mark 11:24 (KJ1V).

There are three aspects Jesus wants us to see in these verses. Firstly, we must
have faith in God and what He can do. Secondly, we must speak to the problem, and
lastly, we must believe that we have received those things we desired of Him.

This brings us to this interesting issue. How long do we speak before we see the
results? This is where faith is not fully understood. To answer this, let us go to Romans 10:
6-10.

“But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine
heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who
shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) "“But what
saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of
faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation.” Rom 10:6-10 (KJV).

Paul tells us that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. In other
words, faith comes when we hear the Word over and over and over. God gave us the same
instructions in Joshua 1:8. When we meditate on the word day and night, faith will come
and we will make our ways prosperous because we will act according to the wisdom of
God.

When does faith come, (that means when logos, or the written word becomes
rhema, or the revealed word) it produces results. God created the world with a rhema
word. God created humanity with a rhema word. What we need is that rhema word that is
activated in our hearts by faith.

This transformation of the Word in our heart depends on the condition of our heart,
our attitude, and relationship with the Lord. This is what Deut. 30:11-14 tells us:

“If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep His commandments
and His statutes which are written in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto the LORD
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul. For this commandment which I
command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven,
that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we
may hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go
over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? But the word is
very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it”, Deut. 30:11-
14 (K1V).

The Word that changes our life is in our hearts and in our mouths. Life and death is in
the power of our tongue. What is in our hearts and in our mouth is what really matters.

Krish Murthy
Samudrala Ministries
(203) 929 3615
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LEVERAGING FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISHES
[John 6:1-14]

- By Rev. Dr. Anand Veeraraj
On June 26, 2007, Bill Gates, the world’s richest man met Warren Buffett, the second
richest person at the New York Public Library to accept over $30 billion in grants for the
philanthropic works of the Bill and Malinda Gates Foundation. It was the largest endowment
ever made in the philanthropic history. What is odd about this contribution is that the
share of Bill Gates to his own foundation is minimal compared to the largess of Warren
Buffett. How did Gates manage to pull this feat? Gates puts into practice a simple
business technique, which he has used successfully in growing his Microsoft Empire. Itis
known as leveraging. It works something like this. You have a smart idea for a business
venture; but you have very little money to invest in the venture. Therefore, you go to
your friend and dare him to invest in your venture. He knows you through and through and
takes you at your word. He invests. Soon, another person invests and another and
pretty soon, the whole town invests in your business and the company grows. The knack
is that you keep your investment in tact while you use the investments of your friends to
grow your business. Venture capitalists use this effectively. Home mortgage loans are a
kind of leveraging. You want to buy a million dollar house; but you have little money.
Therefore, you arrange a loan from the mortgage bank. You agree to pay off the loan in
installments while you get to enjoy living in that house.
We encounter the same technique in this miracle of the feeding of the five thousands.
The victuals - five loaves and two fishes were meager, but they were used for maximizing
returns in feeding the masses. How was this accomplished? Can this be repeated in our
day and age? You see, God is in the business of leveraging from time immemorial. Creation
is a way of leveraging. Yes, in Christ we have all the riches of God freely given [Ephesians
2:4-10]. Yet God invites us to share in the great adventure and God graciously accepts
our meager investments as though that alone would be enough to make the difference.
Leveraging five loaves and two fishes is about the meager investments we could offer in
meeting massive human needs.
The miracle about the feeding of the five thousand is the only story that is recorded
in all the four gospels. (Read Matthew 14:14-21; Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:11-17; John 6:1-
14). When you study all four passages together, you get a full picture of what actually
took place. While the narratives in Matthew, Mark and Luke are somewhat similar, John’s
gospel speaks about a boy who offered Jesus his lunch of five loaves and two fishes so
that Jesus could perform this miracle. In simple terms, the miracle is about sharing
resources, organization and management at the right time and place. But the most
important thing, it was orchestrated by someone who was in full control of the situation
and knew exactly what he was doing. The key to understanding this miracle is found in
John 6:6: “Jesus knew what he would do.” There is no use entrusting your precious little
treasurer to someone who doesn’t know how to put that to the best use. Warren Buffett
did not give his wealth away to a homeless vagabond on the streets of New York, but to Bill
Gates, the most business savvy person on earth. Is not this a comforting thought to know that
we can entrust our little treasures and gifts in God’s hand and that God can multiply and use
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them to bless us and others. Here was Jesus who had worked out all the little details of

the miracle and was in full control of the plan and execution of the event.

When we read the narratives in the four gospels, it is clear that the disciples panicked
when they realized the growing crisis developing in their midst. The crowds were there for
the good part of the day listening to Jesus preach and teach. People become tired and
weary. As the afternoon wore off, disciples urged Jesus to dismiss the crowd so that they
could go home to eat. However, Jesus told them directly that the people need not depart;
instead the disciples should give them to eat [Mat 14:15-16].

You see, when confronted with massive human needs, we tend to dismiss people
easily. The excuse we give often is that our ministry is limited to meeting the spiritual
needs of the people. When confronted with physical, material and social needs of people,
we direct them elsewhere. We tend to compartmentalize human needs into spiritual and
physical. Meeting spiritual needs seems easy, but meeting physical needs is a different
ball game. It demands a lot from us. All human needs are related. Individual human
beings are a unity. Jesus commissioned his disciples to go out, preach, teach, heal the
sick and caste out demons. Here Jesus commands the disciples to feed the masses. The
mission of the Kingdom of God is holistic in all its dimensions.

One of the things we practice in our congregation is the agape meal. We celebrate
Eucharist on first Sundays and we share a fellowship meal following the service. Every
family brings a dish to share with others. [I wish we could do this every Sunday]. Itis a
symbolic way of testifying to our belief in the holistic ministries of the church. Agape meal
is not just about meeting a physical need. During our fellowship meals, spontaneous
networks of bonding are created between families, men, women, youth, kids and guests.
Our services are unhurried and our services and fellowship times lasts for hours. God is
never rushed. Jesus did not dismiss people easily. He saw to it that people’s needs are
met. We have in the USA wayside drive-in chapels and prayer windows. You drive in and
press a button. A shutter opens and a person on the other side of the window greets,
shares a promise for the day and offers a brief prayer. You press the button again, the
shutter closes and you drive off. How convenient! One would think that God has little
time for relaxed conversations and fellowship with humans. This is not the picture we get
about our Creator God walking with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden in the cool of the
afternoon.

How do we leverage our resources for the Kingdom of God? The first thing is to
recognize the needs out there. In this case, the disciples became aware of the looming
crisis developing in their midst. People were weary and hungry. The disciples sought an
easy way out, dismiss the crowd and retire for the day. Jesus would not let that happen.
Secondly, we should know the resources we have in our possession and we have to know
the limitations of those resources as well. Many of us are oblivious to the resources and
talents we have in our possession. Jesus tried to help the disciples to figure out the
magnitude of the needs and the resources available to meet those needs. Philip says,
“Two hundred silver coins worth of food will not be sufficient to feed the whole crowd.”
(Probably, this was the amount Judas Iscariot carried in his purse). Of course, Andrew, one of
the disciples was finally able to find a boy with five loaves and two fishes. It is always good to
know the resources you have on your hand. The boy was willing to share his lunch with Jesus.
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b gl\" Thirdly, there has to be a managed approach to meeting the need. Feeding five
thousand men (there might have been equal number of women and children, making a total
of eight to ten thousand people) out in a desert is a massive undertaking. Even if you
have enough food to feed every one of them, one could imagine the chaos that might
have ensued trying to serve the hungry. There would have been a riot in the crowd trying
to grab the available food. How was this massive feeding program organized and managed?
Jesus had a plan. He said, “"Make them sit down by groups of fifties” [Luke 9:14-15]. The
moment you breakup the crowd into manageable size, you are on the way to accomplishing
a massive undertaking. Each group of fifty would have had an adult supervisor who
ensured that every member in his group had sufficient food. No one was left hungry. And
look at the venue of this picnic. John 6:10 tells us that there was much grass in that
place. How enchantic! You couldn’t have asked for a better venue than that. Leveraging
requires a strategy — knowing the extent of the need, the resources we have and their
limitations, and of course the organization - the appropriate place and time to accomplish
the feat.

When all said and done, nothing can be accomplished until we place all that we have
in God’s hand. Jesus took the five loaves and two fishes, gave thanks to God, broke the
bread to be distributed [John 6:11]. Then the miracle took place. Besides, Jesus had plan
in place for the leftovers. No food could be wasted. They collected twelve basket of
bread (Bible does not record any leftover fish. Obviously fish would have become rotten
overnight where as bread would have stayed fresh for three to four days). In other
words, every bit of this mass organization had to be preplanned and orchestrated to the
minutest details. Nothing was left to chance.

I always wondered about the boy who turned over his brown bag to Jesus. What
would have gone through his little brain as he witnessed the miracle unfolding right before
his eyes? He sat down next to Jesus. He was totally blown away by what he saw. The
key to the understanding of this miracle is found in John 6:6: “Jesus knew what he would
do.” The person leveraging meager resources for maximum returns ought to be absolutely
sure what he is about to do. None can do it better than Jesus who knew exactly what he
would do with what the boy had offered him. That is a lesson the little boy and the
disciples had to learn that day.

May be you are at that place confronting a dire need or a crisis in your personal,
professional and family life. You are at the point of breakdown. What could you do? First
thing is to stay calm. Second, come to Jesus. Third, place your resources and the
problems at the feet of Jesus. You probably have no clue as to how to handle the situation
or how far you can stretch your strength and resources. You are anxious. There is no
other way but to turn over those resources and crises over to Jesus. Every problem you
confront now can be brought to the feet of Jesus who will turn them to bless you and
others. Jesus will even leverage your problems and turn them into an opportunity for
blessing and joy.

Rev. Dr. Anand Veeraraj

Pastor, New Jersey Indian Church

22 Colonial Lake Drive, Lawrenceville N]J 08648
Email: pastorveeraraj@aol.com; web: www.njic.org
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WHAT IS YOUR BOAT
Matt: 14 - 22:33

- - By Ravi Bhaskar

Introduction

Boat (bot) n. A small vessel for travel on water. This definition of a boat from the
Merriam-Webster Online dictionary can be expanded to include being in the same boat or
situation as others. It can also mean being bound to certain constraints in life i.e. not
exercising your freedom to expand your horizons beyond the narrow constraints of the
society you live in.

The illustration of Peter walking on water in Matthew 14 - 22:23 is a classic example
of risk taking and an exercise of faith that others in his boat had a difficult time following.
When reading this event in Matthew, we see that the other eleven disciples did not show
the courage to step out of the boat and missed an opportunity to test their faith. There
was a huge storm in the sea and the disciples struggled with high winds and waves. During
the midst of this storm they saw Jesus walking towards them on water. Peter, as is his
want, took the bold decision to get out of his boat and walk on water like Jesus. "Lord, if
it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”, Matt.14:28.

Peter’s challenge to test his faith has the following points about faith that we need to look at:

1. The Invitation to Faith.

. The Adventure of Faith.

. The Adversaries of Faith.

. The Resource of Faith.

. The Invitation to Faith, Matt.14:29 (So He said, "Come”)

Come - is a word of invitation. There are more than 1900 Invitations in the Bible.
Consider some of the invitations Jesus has given us in Matt 11:28 (“"Come to Me, all you
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”), Matt 19:14 (“Let the little
children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”),
John 6:37 (All who come will he receive), John 7:37 (Jesus inviting the thirsty to come and
drink). Come to Jesus and trust him as Savior.

2. The Adventure of Faith, Matt. 14:29 ("And when Peter had come down out of
the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.”)

Peter coming out of his boat is an adventure of faith. He had knowledge of the sea
as a fisherman, had experiences with drowning companions, he knew how treacherous the
sea could be. His was an extreme act of adventure similar to trying to go over a water fall
in a barrel, or mountain climbing, sky diving, car racing, etc., the adventure of stepping
out on God’s promises, in trusting God instead of man, in giving and not knowing how God
will provide, in going and trusting in God to lead the way. Peter walked on water and found
out that Jesus is Lord of all!

3. The Adversaries of Faith, Matt 14:30 ("But when he saw that the wind was
boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink”)
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l‘wind which was blowing wildly. We need to know what our adversaries are — temptation,
fear, grief, etc. Are we struggling with them? Fear and faith are opposites. As faith
increases, fear decreases. The more faith you have, the less you have to fear your
adversaries.

4. The Resource of Faith,

Matt 14:30 (“he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!”)

Peter prayed when all looked hopeless. It was a short intense prayer. A prayer that
recognized the power of Jesus to answer! And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand
and caught him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” (Matt 14:31).
Think about this — Peter failed at walking on water. He began to sink. Jesus told Peter he
had little faith because he began thinking about the storm and doubted. But Jesus was
right there to pull him up. He'll be there for us, too.

It wasn't being right that made Peter the one Jesus chose to carry on after Him.
Peter was wrong much of the time, sometimes in very embarrassing ways. It wasn't his
fearlessness. He denied Jesus at a crucial moment. It wasn't his careful, diplomatic use of
words, he blurted out some of the most foolish things. What was it? Peter was willing to
get out of the boat. Willing to speak. Willing to act. Are we willing? Will we do what He’'s
called us to do? Will we speak when He prompts us? Are we willing to make mistakes trying
to follow Him? Let’s not be frozen in fear, but instead act in faith.

Jesus is telling us to get out of our boat just like He did when He walked on the water
and told his disciples to come to Him. How much faith did those who never got out of the
boat have? Get out of the boat. Afraid to talk to your teenager? Get out of the boat. Talk
to them anyway. Afraid of what people will think if you lead? Get out of the boat. Lead
anyway. Have faith that people will follow. Has God called you to do the impossible? Start!
Get out of the boat! He won't leave you stranded. If He's given you the job, He'll give you
the tools to get it done. If He hasn’t, you'll find out sooner if you get out of the boat.
Step out in faith. Refuse to be frozen in fear of failure. So what if you fail. Failure is the
stepping stone for success.

Conclusion

Are you also like the other eleven disciples? What is your boat? What are your
constraints in life that is preventing you from serving Jesus? Find out what your boat is. Is
somebody or something limiting you? Confront your boat. What are your fears? Get out of
the boat in your life and step out towards Jesus. Remember there will be storms in your
life. But Jesus will pick you up. With Jesus, it is safe to be weak and needy! Sometimes
we need to be a fool for Jesus, like Peter was very often, to act, to speak, and to trust
Him to lift us up when we begin to sink. Respond to God’s invitation to the life of faith! He
will receive you and care for you through life’s storms.

Where the Mind is without Fear
— Rabindranath Tagore
Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;
Where knowledge is free;
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic walls;
Where words come out from the depth of truth;
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the dreary desert sand of dead habit;
Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever-widening thought and action—
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.
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Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. - James 1:22 (NIV)
Trinity Telugu Christian
A Association USA, Inc.(TTCA)

Please visit our website : //www.ttcausainc.com

WE MEET AT 5:30 PM, EVERY 1¥ OR 2™
SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Venue
Calvary Chapel, 25 Van Zant St, East Norwalk, CT . 06855

b Special Video Screening Swd)d}:ﬁﬁigle

’n'# Praise & Worship both in Telugu and

= English / :
.Testimony & Prayers : -
' Bible Readings

Y K@y Bible One-0-One
\ InSpirationaI message

- Followed by fellowship meal

TTCA Projects in India & USA

« Thanks Giving Meals to Widows « Support for building Churches
and rural Villages in rural areas in India

« Orphan kids support « Support to Bible colleges

« Gospel meetings in Villages . Indian Missionaries support

« Reaching Indians in USA for . Spreading Gospel among
Jesus Christ Indians in USA

About TTCA: TTCA was established by inspiration of God The Father,
Jesus Christ Our Savior and Holy Spirit Our comforter to reach Telugu
Christians across the United States and India to share the Love of
Jesus Christ both in Spiritual and social. As Apostle Paul said in
Colossians 3:14: ...And above all these things put on charity, which is
the bond of perfectness. CT Bible study started as part of our mission.
Please check our web site for more details and our programs. Join us
to be part of this great mission and share the Love of Lord Jesus Christ.

| phone: 203-570-9666

(S Email: info@ttcausainc.com
| X Web:http://www.ttcausainc.com Tinity Teige Chrinian

Assoctation




Christ-Centered Family Friendly Channel

Now on three IPTV platforms
availalbe in US, UK and Asia
Broadcasting the Gospel to
the nations in Telugu, Hindi and English

with a set top hox you can watch on
your regular Television

Interested Churches & Ministries
may contact us for airtime information

For more details Please visit
www.veluguiv.com
info@veluguiv.com

Velugu Television Network
P.0.Box 1
Lallaguda

Secunderahad-17
A.P. India
Tel: 040-27226688

www.velugutv.com
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Software Development & Consulting

Optimizing Business processes by
Leveraging IBM FileNET

We are a strategic solutions partner to
leading software vendors, IBM, Microsoff.

As a IBM FileNetValue Net partner, JW is
working with financial services clients to
implement applications that streamline
business processes and take advantage of
the new components of the P8 platform
including Business Process Management,

JW has developed ma&mry spec.rf“ fic solutions to help with

some of the most rprise g
services.

Business Process Ou ,{M?}fsrhetklegarmaf

one or more IT-ii ive b toan

promfer that in turn owns, administers and manages the
d based on defined and able

r
performance criteria. Improvement in cost, quality and

productivity has encouraged customers to rapidly scale up

TNV IW Technologles Inc.

398 Spotswood Englishtown Rd Monroe NJ 08831
Phone : 732-231-6731

e-mail: jobs@JWTechInc.com web site: www.JWTechlnc.com

Religious & Social Welfare

Help in

Planting churches in villages

The missionaries to spread the Gospel

Medical assistance and care for expecting
mothers and new born babies

The promotion of awareness about the
compliance with immunization program

The promotion of awareness regarding HIV/AIDS

The education of children and adults in rural areas

The provision of opportunities to the woman and

other underprivileged persons )
o’ % <

Please support through your sacrificial donation.

[ Sharab
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