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(B3 60 R HHPT0 5,5RAE HozhoeP
ANBE 8 BB DescheF,

| was born in a well to do Hindu family. |
am married to a loving and affectionate
2 husband and had three sons. | used to be
ol very happy enjoying my life as | had every thing
that | asked for in this world. | used to worship
to Hindu gods but my mothers’ side of the
family believed in Jesus also. | am very fortunate to have a
sister who accepted Jesus as God. She used to tell me that
| was very fortunate to have all the things | had and that |
needed to thank God and think about eternal life. But | did
not take it seriously. | was always interested in Jesus and
used to pray whenever | had a difficulty. My sister's teacher
who is her neighbor, Mrs. Grace Vijaya encouraged both of
us and few other Hindu believers to know Jesus more and
more since 25 years.

After sometime | started hearing some words that would
happen in the near future. | did not understand why | was
experiencing this feeling and kept wondering why this has
happened to me. After some time one day | heard some one
say “Ramah, Lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is
weeping for her children”. Atthat time my second son was 24
years old healthy and handsome guy, attending engineering
college.

Again in December 1989 | dreamt that | lost my second
son. And in January 1990 my second son started getting
ulcers in the rear part of the tongue. Doctors could not make
a proper diagnosis. Later in March of 1990 they found out
that he had a cancerous tumor. As we could afford it, we
decided to get the best treatment possible. We had family
friends who worked as a cancer specialist at the Christie
Hospital in Manchester, England. So we went to Manchester
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for treatment. By God'’s grace he received the best treatment
possible and we had a very comfortable stay at Manchester.

We returned to India after completing the treatment.
After two months he started having recurrence of cancerous
tumors. When | was praying | heard God say to me “If you
have faith in me, death will not enter your home”. | heard the
voice from God as “No body can close the door that | opened”.
‘I am he the founder of peace to many people” In November
1990 my son had severe bleeding from the tumor and he
started vomiting blood. He lost most of the blood and doctors
gave up hope. Suddenly the bleeding stopped and the doctors
were puzzled how the bleeding stopped. They said it was a
miracle that the bleeding stopped and if it happened again,
we cannot stop it. The same night | heard God say “say thanks
to me and you will see a miracle on December 25”.

Due to the severity of the ulcers he was not able to eat
any solid food since the bleeding and he could not even talk
properly. On December 25" he joined us for dinner after 40
days and started eating solid food and talking to us. This was
a miracle to us. He continued to eat solid foods for 10 days.
In January, 1991 my aspiration to save my son made me listen
to my relatives and | sent my son to a swami (monk) hoping
he could heal my son. The next day God told me “You are not
pious enough”. | prayed and randomly opened the Bible and
| got Jeremiah 2:13 — “For my people have committed two
evils:

They have forsaken Me,

The fountain of living waters,
To hew for themselves cisterns,
Broken cisterns

That can hold no water”.

Then | heard God say “your own actions are hindering
your aspirations, he has no name in this world”. God showed
me a way by asking me to be faithful. He showed his glory
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through his miracles. But my ambition to save my son pulled
me away from God. | felt very sorry for my actions. After 10
days of fasting prayer, | heard God say, “He will be saved in
the name of Jehovah”.

In my prayers | asked God, all the people in the world
who pray to other gods and idols are able to glorify their gods,
but why do | have to be quiet while | pray to you the only living
god. Then he said “I will strengthen you in your faith”. One
day | had a dream, in that dream | saw God with bright light
came and gave me a bowl of food and asked me to give it to
seven members. | asked him you are giving food to all the
creatures in the world, won’t you give any for my son, but he
vanished.

By then my son’s condition deteriorated and he was
hospitalized. He never openly expressed his faith in Jesus. |
was reading The Bible in the room. He then called me and
asked me to read it aloud for him. | read the Bible for him and
| heard Lord say “congratulations” soon after that. | read the
Bible to him for some time in the following three days and
after that he went in to coma. Then God showed me a chariot
and bright light and said, “This is the heaven”.

All along | was always worried about his diet in this
world but could not realize that God gave him heavenly food
by hearing to Gods good news from Bible.

He passed away shortly. | felt very said and after many
days of grief, one question started to bother me. | was not
able to stay in my faith firmly, my son never openly invited
Lord in his life, and so | started to worry if the Lord saved my
son. So | asked God to show me where my boy was and He
Showed me Matthew 20:1-16. | was still praying for
confirmation. One morning, while | was wide-awake, | heard
my son’s voice saying ‘I am happy at my Fathers home”.
These words changed my life.
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| then realized that every one who lived in this world
should reach God finally. But eternity will come only in the
name of Jesus and told by the God. From then | shared my
experience with many people as God had directed me. God
has accomplished his work through me by making a lot of
people come into His faith. God told me to read the Holy
Bible for seven times. He also told me that "Holy Bible will
relieve you of your sins and it is like your eldest son’s birth”.
By God’s grace, after reading the Bible seven times in nine
months, | got baptized after getting the assurance of salvation
by immersion.

One day God told me to read Acts 6-3 “Therefore,
brethren, select from among you seven men of good
reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put
in charge of this task”. So we formed a group of seven
members, and due to God's grace we were able to build a
church. And God asked me to name it Krupanidhi Sangham
(Church of Gods Grace). It belongs to assemblies of God
from where | am getting knowledge of God and his word.

By God's grace, many people from Hindu families are
joining us to worship Jesus. Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to share my experience with you. Jermal 29:11

PRAISE THE LORD
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ONE OF THE SO GREAT A CLOUD OF
WITNESSES FROM U.S.A.

| am Haritha, from Andhra Pradesh in India. | have been
chosen, saved by the Almighty Lord, Jesus Christ and | am
very privileged to have Him as my savior and Lord. He is
almighty but still loving Father of the world. He loved us so
much that He gave His life and | really thank Him from the
bottom of my heart. | am honoured to be His daughter and
have Him by my side in every situation. | adore Him and pray
that He will keep me faithful until He comes.

We were Hindus. God saved my grandmother through a
postmaster who was a believer and follower of Chirst. My
mother studied under the guidance of Christian teacher and
heard about Christ as a Child. She accepted Christ as her
personal savior after her marriage. God once again used the
same postmaster to save my mother. | still remember the
day when my mother removed all idols of the gods we used to
worship and how | missed them when everybody was
worshipping them on a festival day. Our heavenly father, as
He is gracious and faithful. He accepted me as His daughter.
| started praying from childhood, for the forgiveness of my
sins, without knowing what sin is and without knowing God.
One day after praying like this, | heard a voice saying to me
“your sins are forgiven” and the burden in my heart was
lightened. After this, as a young child, | used to sit with my
mother and an aunt daily for prayer. My mother used to say
that God will appear as light, will talk to us through dreams.
One day as we were praying, | felt a strong urge to open my
eyes. As | opened my eyes, | saw a light glowing in front of
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me. | was afraid and closed my eyes. When | opened my
eyes after we finished our prayer, | did not see the light any
more. Once when | was at my grandmother’s place, in the
midnight, | had a dream and | saw Christ riding a donkey and
coming in the street. | woke up due to noise of rejoicing as
Christ was almost in front of my grandmother’s house. When
| opened my eyes, it was dark and | realized that it was a
dream. After all these incidents, | still did not know Christ and
what He did for me. Holy Spirit convicted me as | was listening
to a sermon in gospel meetings held in 1994. | accepted
Christ as my personal savior in that year. In 1995, | came to
know exactly who Christ is by studying Bible and hearing the
messages in the Church. | praise the Lord for providing me
with an opportunity to know Him more. After knowing Christ
personally, when | was praying and pondering about my future,
He spoke to me through Genesis 28: 15 “I will not elave, thee,
until | have done that which | have spoken to thee of”. When
| became spiritually dry in the journey of life, He encouraged
me with verses from a song that goes like this, “He creates
spirings from oasis and straight paths in forests...”. He has
been faithful to me all these years and | know that He is going
to be faithful even in future. God has given us the choice to
choose and accordingly, we will reap one day. May God bless
you and strengthen you as you go through these words.

At present | am doing my research in Philadelphia Temple
University. Bethamy Fellowship members and many more e-
mail friends who are believers are in USA to share my faith in
God. | praise My Lord Jesus as my hero daily. | live for Him

Praise the Lord.
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ONE OF THE SO GREAT A CLOUD OF
WITNESSES FROM U.S.A.

Rashi’s Testimony

| thank God for giving me this privilege to share my testimony.
My name is Rashi and as my name suggests | originally come
from a Hindu background. However, my father was saved
through a Billy Graham crusade and became a Christian. So
| consider myself very fortunate that despite my Hindu heritage,
| could be born in a Christian family.

When | was growing up, my grandparents used to often visit
us and stay for extended period at our home. As Hindus, they
would practice their Hindu traditions such as worshipping idols
and celebrating different festivals. On the other hand, my
parents practiced Christianity, which was lot more mellow and
reverential. As a child, the whole concept of God and religion
was very confusing because while both my parents and
grandparents (and all other relatives) seemed spiritual and
devoted, they were pursuing very different paths. While my
parents had always taught me to honour parents, they
themselves did not honour their parents when it came to
religion. This further confused me. However, my parents were
very firm about their relationship with their God and this was
often a bone of contention in our family. Once my grandparents
died, my parents became even more bold and strict in following
Christianity. This was not very well received by my relatives
and gradually all of them broke their association with us. Like
Joshua my parents had also taken a stand, “as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). | could not
understand why or how my parents could sacrifice even their
relatives for the sake of their faith. The only logical conclusion
that | could reach was that Jesus Christ was very special and
my parents loved Him very much. Their love for Lord Jesus
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Christ ignited the spiritual fire in my own soul and looking
back, | feel God had begun sowing the seeds of salvation in
my own life from that point.

It was a few years later, when | was about 16 years of age
that | entered into a relationship with Jesus Christ. | was
exposed to Christian teaching at home everyday and | also
attended one of the assemblies established by Bro. Bakth
Singh in Roorkee on Sundays. Through all of these exposures
and life experiences, | was convinced that | was born as a
sinner and in need of a savior. As the psalmist writes in Psalms
51:5, “in sin did my mother conceive me”. | recognized that
my good works will not earn me salvation nor entry into heaven.
It was only the blood of Christ shed on the cross that could
grant me complete forgiveness for the penalty of my sins.
This was one more thing that attracted me to Christianity.
Christianity was the only religion that gave the assurance of
forgiveness for sins and also promised the assurance of
eternal life after death. And best of all, it was all totally free
with no strings attached! | didn’t have to pay the priests or
offer any sacrifices or do “good works” for the rest of my life to
earn my salvation and entry to Heaven. | praise God for
opening my eyes of faith and revealing the truth about
Salvation and the true Savior. When | was about 16 years
old, | confessed my sins and invited Christ to enter into my
life. It has been a beautiful and wonderful journey since then.
The psalmist was right when he said, “In your presence is
fullness of joy and in your right hand, there are pleasures for
evermore” (Psalms 16:11).

Since my salvation, Jesus Christ has never left me nor forsaken
me. He has been intimately involved in the smallest detail of
my life. | am touched by his continuing and unchanging
faithfulness. Even though, | have hurt him several times by
going astray, He has always remained faithful. He is my
most precious friend and | am in awe of His love for me. |
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praise God for blessing me with eternal riches and also
providing for all of my needs in this world — blessing me with a
good family, wonderful husband, lovely daughter and a great
local assembly in Philadelphia. | thank God for every provision
that he has blessed me with so that | can enjoy the “abundant
life” that He has promised his children in John 10:10.

| feel privileged that | can access God’s divine wisdom and
awesome power at any time through prayers and His word,
the Bible. | am grateful that God is able to comfort me in my
times of sorrow, strengthen me in my times of weakness, grant
me peace in times of turmoil and give me victory when there
seems to be no hope. After all, “if God be for us, who can be
against us?” (Romans 8:31). | praise God for preserving my
soul and keeping me as the apple of His eye, just like He
promised in Zechariah 2:8. | am continually strengthened in
my faith because God has answered many of my prayers
miraculously and has fulfilled every promise that he has made
in my life. As the psalmist writes in Psalms 37:4, “delight
thyself also in the Lord and He shall give thee the desires of
thine heart” and in Psalms 16:3 “Commit thy works unto the
Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established”. | consider it a
great blessing that | can commit my life to God and depend
upon him to guide me through this life and indeed, for all
eternity. Jesus Christ said in Mathew 11:28, “Come unto me
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest”.
| praise God for the peace and rest | can enjoy in Him at all
times.

An encounter with Jesus Christ is the “Best thing” that has
happened in my life. | trust that if you have never experienced
Jesus Christ personally, you will take this important step of
faith and discover the reality of Jesus Christ for yourself. It
will transform your life. | have discovered that He alone is
able to fulfill the deepest need of our heart. He is surely “The
Way, the Truth and The Life” (John 14:6). Truly, “What shall it
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profit a man if he shall gain the whole world but lose his own
soul” (Mark 8:36) or as St. Augustine aptly remarked, “our
hearts will be restless until they find their restin God”. Please
uphold me in your prayers as | strive to remain faithful to His
call in my life and desire to be used for His glory.
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ONE OF THE SO GREAT A CLOUD OF
WITNESSES FROM U.S.A.

JESUS NEVER FAILS
Radhika
Northern lllinois University
Dekalb IL,
tradhika555@yahoo.com

I would like to share my testimony, few thoughts about prayer
and my walk with almighty, awesome and God of all creation.

| came from hindu family acepted Jesus Christ as my savior
and lord atthe age of 11. When | wa a child had lot of questions
in my mind like Is there a GOD? If so who is real GOD? How
we can have relationship with him? How he looks like? God
really cares for us? Is that true all religions are equal? |
wanted to clarify this from my belove late father who was a
communist basically, but neither agnostic nor atheist. He said
you are too young to ask these questions also said God is
supernatural power who controls this whole universe. But |
wasn’t satisfied with his answers. Later | joined a missionary
school used to attend church some times. \Whenever | see
Jesus on the cross | used to feel something strange and
unique. Once | found abroucher ona local road a story of
prodigal son in new testament. That made me to think that
god is gracious, merciful, forgiving but didn’t realize that he is
the only true living and loving God.

One day my best friend lost her pocket money. We searched

for an hour praying to all hindu gods but we couldn’t find it.

Later one of my Chirstian friends came, prayed and said

believe that JESUS will help you, have simple faith. \We prayed

with her. A miracle had happened this time we found our

money. This small incident changed my life upside down.
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| wanted to know more about Jesus, but afraid of my parents.
I was in 71" standard then. For three years | didn’t have church,
bible, fellowship yet my faith was strong. My Christian friends
at school used to tell me all old testament stories whenver we
get time in school. | got my first bible when | was in 10th
standard. | have decided to read itin secret. | used to pray in
restroom. | read the biographies of Martin Luther, St. Francies
Xavier, John Patton (who served Christ among cannibals in
African forests) Billy Graham, Mother Teresa and many other
Chirstian leaders. When | was going through the biography
of Martin Luther One Paragraph caught my attention that he
lead entire reformation movement during medieval period
based on one bible verse “Righteous shall live by faith” This
strengthened my faith further. My parents understood my
feeling but put a big face whenever | talk about Chirst or go to
church. Later in my bachelors degree | had an opportunity to
attend church and fellowship regularly since | stayed in a dorm.
I never thought of coming to US but good God lead me here
through visions. After coming to US my walk with God is
incredible. | strongly feel that God has a plan and purpose for
my life and want to serve him wherever | am in whatever
capacity.

Finally | would like to share few thoughts of mine regarding
the “power of prayer” from my diary.

| know some times praying is difficult than preaching. But
pray even if you don’t feel like to pray. Once one journalist
asked Billy Graham “What is the secret of success of your
ministry? He said three things first one is “prayer” second one
is “prayer” and third one is “prayer”. Another Journalist asked
Mother Teresa how she succeded in satisfying millions she
said “Prayer”. As Ruth Graham said “Prayer is the greater
ministry of all”. This made me to think about the importnace
of Prayer. Prayer doesn’'t change God’s mind but changes
our circumstances. There is power in prayer. \Whatever your

circumstnaces how difficult they are just kneel down and pray.
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Bible says pray without ceasing. Even Jesus prayed and
taught us how to pray when he was on this earth. Only through
prayer we can establish a relationship with almighty and talk
to him. Prayer is a two way communication between you and
God. When you pray the master of this universe hears. What
a privilage it is! The more you pray the more God captures
your heart and mind. | read some where

More prayer more power

Some prayer some power

No prayer no power,

So start your day with prayer and close the day with prayer.
See How happy you are in Christ Jesus.

At present | am doing my research programme in USA. Since
three years God showed many people to share my faith. God
is leading me each and every step. Kindly pray that | may
glorify God always

AMEN & PRAISE THE LORD
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ONE OF THE SO GREAT A CLOUD OF
WITNESSES FROM U.S.A.

MY TESTIMONY FOR CHRIST (ICF, Pittsburgh, Sep.11, 2004)
(Sivaram Rajagopalan)

LIFE BEFORE KNOWING CHRIST (spanning 33 yrs of my life in Sri

Lanka, India, USA-till 1995)

» Personal/Family Background (2 brothers and 3 sisters, Father,
Mother)

» Years of Hindu Family/Community upbringing (70% buddhists,
Strong daily Hindu rituals, Prayer Room, Temples, Special Poojas,
Ceremonies, Feelings based worship, Conscious about good Works/
Deeds, God fearing)

>  Christianity exposure (Roman Catholic School-12 yrs, confession,
Christmas parties/fun, Culture accepting all forms of religious sym-
bols-buses-Christianity had no distinction)

HOW | CAME TO KNOW CHRIST (Mid 1995)

» Dynamic Christian Models (Meeting a group of men & women Ex-
cited about Life, Sense of Peace, Positive Mental Attitude, Vision &
Dreams, Solid Character & Integrity, Standing for Right Things, Patri-
otic, Loving Marriages, Strong Family Values, unconditional Love to-
wards fellow humans contagious, High achievers, Financially suc-
cessful, Giving credit to Jesus.

> | WANTED WHAT THEY HAD !l ) Huntsville-AL, Atlanta-GA

» Religious Beliefs Challenged (2 Qs-a) JESUS CHRIST as the ONLY
way to Heaven b) | am a SINNER Determined to find Truth at any
Cost/Thirsting for Truth (~6 months mental battle & self analysis)

»  Started attending church in Alabama, More intensive drive towards
Hinduisim for answers, Praying God to show me the truth, God send
~6 people in a timely sequence building my Faith towards Jesus
Christ, Salvation Prayer-invited Christ into my Life-My LORD and
Savior, Public Water Baptism-Atlanta, BIBLE reading(old & New tes-
taments), “Power for abundant Living” 2 week intensive seminar At-
lanta.

Truths revealed to me

»  Nothunder, lightning, Bells or Whistles the moment | accepted Christ
( not based on feeelings)

»  Accepting Christ by FAITH, which comes by hearing the WORD of
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God (Rom 10:17). But without Faith it is impossible to please God; for he

>

that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him (Hebrews 11:6)

God is a Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship him in spirit
and Truth (John 4:24) (need for Holy Spirit)

Personal relationship with God thru Christ-God as a friend !-Holy
Spirit filled Life (no more feelings based)

3 Q&As-Who Created Me, What is the purpose of my earthly Life,
Where am | going after-eternal Life

Realized How HOLY & WISE God is ! Understood CHRIST’s sacri-
fice/ crucifiction-Why salvation?

(I am a sinner indeed compared to God'’s standards) WISDOM of
this world is foolishness with God

Two Spiritual Forces GOD & SATAN (no illusions of evil forces)

LIFE AFTER RECEIVING CHRIST (8 years since)

>

VVVYVY VYV V

TRUE FREEDOM (Christ set me free) Christ as the ONLY way to
Heaven and fellowship with God. If ye continue in my word, then you
are my disciples indeed and ye shall know the truth & truth shall set
you free (John 8:31)

LOVE for Fellow humans-Christ’s definition of NEIGHBOR-Body of
Christ helping each other Enjoying the Fruits of the Spirit (Love,
Joy,Peace,Longsuffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith Gal5:22)
Enjoying the Fruits of the Spirit (Love, Joy,Peace,Longsuffering,
Gentleness, Goodness, Faith Gal5:22)

Trials & Tribulations (But Peace and confidence thru Christ to handle)
Power of Spoken Word & Positive Thinking (Hung by your tongue-
Speaking future into present)

Fight Against Immorality & Stand for God’s Truth-Issues revealed
God'’s laws of Prosperity (Tithing & Debt Free)

Happy Strong Marriage & Family

My Family Reaction (concern to anger to curiosity)

Matthew 5:16-Let your light so shine before men that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.
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