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Foreward

Dr. Ts.Sundara Rao’s latest book Christian Angelology Virgin Birth to
New earth is the result of his extensive research and compilation of subjects
pertaining to Christian faith. His Quest to dig deep and find the biblical
treasures has resulted in unearthing valuable gems which are presented to
us in the form of this book.

The diversity of the subjects is indeed interesting, covering a wide
range of topics. Some of the chapters address that have been causing debates,
ie,. Chapter-1 ‘Is Jesus born of a virgin ?. He not only mention Biblical
evidence but provides historical facts in support of truth. The fact that Joseph,
the legal father of Jesus is not of the line of the cursed king Jechoniah but of
Nathan, another son of David who is eligible to rule is noteworthy.

Some chapters provide hitherto unknown details which satisfy the
curious seeker for eg. Chapter-6 Christian Angelology and Chp-7 Seven
Archangels give us exetensive information on their categories and duties.

Most of us know that the Father of the Reformation, Martin Luther
had posted 95 thesis on the door of the church at Wittenberg, but how
many of us have read them all? Dr. Sundara Rao has included them all in
chapter-11 Reformers of Christian faith.

Every chapter of the book contains information for our knowledge
and edification. In spite of his physical weakness, Dr. Sundara Rao has
made sacrificial efforts spending his precious time, energy and money for
the glory of His savior to publish this book.

May our dear Lord Jesus Christ bless him abundantly so that he may
publish more books in the days to come.

Kothaplli Joy Manorama M.A., B.D
S.R. Nagar, Hyderabad






1. IS JESUS BORN OF A VIRGIN?

It is really tragic on the part of some socalled believers, who call
themselves Christians questioned the veracity of the virgin birth, of Jesus
Christ in the secret places of their hearts.

According to the bible, GOD created the first man from the dust of
the earth, and breathed into him, the breath of life. Then GOD got an idea
to create a partner to that man. So, He caused a deep sleep to fall upon the
man, and while he was in his sleep created a woman. He called the man
Adam and the women Eve. It is not wonderful, that GOD created the
woman from the rib of the man Adam? Abraham, who was called the first
Patriarch, was 100 years old, and Sarah 90 years when that Godly woman
miraculously conceived and after nine months gave birth to a boy and his
name was Isaac.

As a matter of fact her womb was closed due to her old age but she
gave birth to a child and it is because of the power of GOD. It is really
miraculous event regarding the birth of Isaac. So, God created life basing
on the above mentioned those events. If GOD we pray is real GOD if He
is wise and all pervading if He created the universe by speaking with it, Into
existence than the events that are mentioned above should not surprise
the believers regarding the birth of Christ that is to say if we are faithful and
belief in Him. There are certain things people naturally expect from is
circumstances of GOD. So, if GOD could bring into existence from the
dust of the earth from the rib from a dead womb then what is the difficulty
in GOD having a young Godly Jewish Virgin Mary conceived and after nine
months gave birth to a son. Therefore the true believers should not be
surprised if the non believers and unsaved people mock at the concept of
the virgin birth of Jesus Christ. After all faithful people can understand that
the physical sight cannot penetrate. Added to the citizens of heaven need
not feel about it when the lost men or unbelievers try to threaten, the
believers by saying that the virgin birth of Jesus was unbelievable. It is really
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pathetic on the part of evil minded tag rag. It is quite but natural such
spurious comments would pollute the perfect points and make them sad
and malign the virgin birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

But such spurious comments should not in any point intimidate faith
on GOD. The heat that looks at the sunset is bankrupt. He understands
something that intricacies and balance of nature. He was trained in the
laws of science or comprehends the wonderful working of human body
and then proclaims that there is no intelligent powerful personal creator.
Because of the continuous faith of the believers caused them to have become
more enlightened and as a result. They have thrown off the shekels which
try to find with less sophiscated people. In their true faith and believe the
Omnipotent GOD superintended a virgin birth why because it is His plan
to them. But still it is tragic on the part of some who question the bonafides
of Jesus Christ.

Through out their lives such people only look at the physical union
of men and women for the birth the child. Unfortunately, it is their weakness
in faith. If at all it is faith, it cannot say to maintain (a physical obstacle). In
this connection, Apostle Matthew 21:21 said Jesus answered and said unto
them “verily I say unto you”, if ye have faith and doubt not ye shall not only
do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if he shall say to this mountain.
Be though remembered and be thou cast into the sea, it shall be done. The
virgin birth of Christ is an option to be considered. But it is a vital truth, for
the believers who are within the scriptures and that should be embraced
by the true believers with their faith. Nor thou virgin but there is no
achievement of salvation for the humanity otherwise the death of Christ on
the cross is nothing more than a vain martyrdom of a Galilean Jew. His
virgin birth is one among great events in history.

The Holy Bible is called “The Holy Scriptures” (2 Timothy 3:15). The
books in that are called Holy because they are the riped fruits of the co
operative effort of GOD and man. With divine inspiration. Some gifted
persons happened to write those books. In this context Apostle Peter wrote
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Holy men of GOD spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter
1:2). That is to say, Holy men, is with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
contributed their might for the world as Holy Scriptures. They could do
that, by remaining under the controlling influence of the Holy Spirit. Here,
we can understand clearly the intimate relationship between GOD and
men. To, say briefly, if the Bible is called the Holy Scriptures, Jesus is called
the Holy Child. (Acts 4:27).

The reference Jesus is called the Holy child because. He is the fruit
of the cooperative effort of GOD and a 12 year old young Jewish girl Mary.
Apostle Luke also in his book recalls the annunciation of the arch Angel
Gabriel regarding the birth of Jesus Christ, The Messiah to Mary in this way
The Holy Ghost shall come upon them. Therefore also that Holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called son of GOD (Luke 1:35)

1. The Spirit of GOD and chosen young virgin woman gave to us the Holy
child.

2. The Spirit of GOD and chosen man gave to us the Holy scriptures

3. The Holy child is called the living logoes (word). The Holy Bible is the
written logoes

Apostle John began his Gospel with these words. “In the beginning
word (logoes) and the word was with GOD, and word was GOD” (John
1:1). The Children of GOD must take it for granted that Jesus in His flesh is
the revelation of His heavenly Father. Added to this the scriptures also
describe the attributes of the works of GOD. Since Mary was a direct
descendant of King David her child Jesus was spoken of as the son of David.
For the accomplishment of noble work, GOD selected Melchizedek among
men and Mary among women GOD knew Mary from her childhood. He
liked and loved her and choose her for his noble work. As the spirit of
GOD came upon her (it is too deep for a common man to comprehend
the subject) and her son was also called the son of GOD Mary gave birth to
a child who was unique in everything. As Mary was a virgin her child was a
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perfect humanity and untainted by sin. Because the spirit of GOD
overshadowed his child was born to her became an undiminished duty the
GOD man fully divine and fully human.

Some of the theologians called it hyper static union. It is really a
glorious mystery. There is one popular saying during the Christmas season.
That is Jesus is the reason for the season. This can be also said theologically
but precocity as the virgin birth of Jesus is the reason for the season. Without
the virgin birth of Christ, Christmas and incarnation (since Christmas is
embellished with so much paganism) would become the biggest fraud that
ever came down the pike of human history. GOD created Adam and Eve
in His own image. As everything was the gift of Holiness they could have
intimate communion with GOD in the Garden of Eden. When they
disobeyed GOD by eating the fruit of the forbidden tree by the influence
of Satan their holiness was tested. As a result they brought sin into the
world. Even though Adam and Eve were originally created in the holiness
of GOD as a consequence of their disobedience the image and likeness of
GOD had gone out from them. So when they were sent out of the Garden
of Eden and bore children they bore in their own fallen images but not in
the image of GOD. When Adam was hundred and thirty years he begat a
son in his own image and for at least 6000 years the “Apple” has not fallen
down from the tree. In the early days though people did not commit any
sin they were taken for granted that they had committed sin. So, to say by
committing sin man is doing what comes naturally in his fallen condition.
Let us not worry more about the unsaved man. But it is usually surprising if
people who are living moral life also commit sin and for the wavering life of
such people GOD need not be blamed. It is only the disobedience of man
in the beginning toward GOD which put him into dilemma.

In the practical life a child need not be instructed to become bad.
But any child is needed to be instructed to become good in his or her life.
So, the history of humanity is the history of the growing sin of man or sin
nature of man under the influence of Satan. But the purpose of GOD is to
redeem the remnant by His grace. When the theologians talk about the
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total depravity of man they are not saying that every human being will do
every kind of evil deed. What they really wanted to say is that the bosom of
every moral is the power to commit sin and the main reason was that man
was the offspring of Adam, and so he was bound to possess sin nature,
from the entire humanity. It is only Jesus Christ who was exempted to
possess the sin nature because of his virgin birth since he was that he is
holy harmless and separate from sinners (Hebrews 7.26) and without Adamic
sin nature

The first chapter of the book of Matthews was written mainly for the
first century Jewish people who were the descendants of King David, who
were in the royal lineage. Unfortunately, this royal lineage was terminated
with Joseph the betrothed husband of Mary (Matthew 1.16). The 14®
descendant of King David according to the genealogy of king Jeconiah
(Matthew 1.11) due to unpardonable sin committed by Jeconiah GOD
declared curse on him, which was really very severe. It is written as thus
saith the lord, write we this man childless a man shall not prosper in his
days. For no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David
ruling any more in Judean (Jeremiah 22.30). This curse put on Jeconiah by
GOD does not mean that he would never have any more children but
none of his seven sons or their descendants should sit on the throne of
King David. Here is one technical problem for our understanding, that is,
those who had the legal right to occupy the throne of David were stopped
to sit on it due to the curse on Jeconiah.

This is the actual story. Joseph the exposed husband of Mary was the
direct descendant of jeconiah. Even though Joseph inherited the legal right
to sit on the throne of David through Solomon, he lost that right and eligibility
because he happened to be the direct descendant of jeconiah and due to
this reason Joseph was also under the curse of sin. For the purpose of
common understanding. Let us discuss this critical point more clearly. If
Jesus Christ had been the physical son of Joseph the husband of Mary he
also would have become under the curse of Jeconiah seed. As a result, He
too would not have the eligibility to sit upon the throne of King David and
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rule over Israel and ultimately the world. This technical point posed a
humanly impossible dilemma. In this context there are three main conditions
to be met to substantiate the authenticity of the messiah. These three
conditions mentioned below might appear impossible to fulfil.

1) Jesus had to be lineal descendant of David in order to fulfil GODs
promise to David

2) And also he must be the legal son of Joseph in order to inherit the right
to sit upon the throne of David

3) Jesus should not be the physical son of Joseph so that he would not be
under the curse of GOD, like Jeconiah. So, without giving chance to
the divinely inspired penmen, who would have given different story
Therefore, the omnipotent GOD himself solved this complicated issue
by the miracle of the virgin birth.

In the chapter 1 of the book of Matthew, it is clearly indicated that
Jesus was not the physical son of Joseph. The scriptures also pointed out
the same answer to the complicated issue. And Jacob begat Joseph the
husband of Mary of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ (Matthew
1.16).

The expression of who is a feminine singular in the Greek language.
Which indicates clearly that Jesus was born to Mary only but not Mary and
Joseph? In the bible also it is mentioned that Joseph did not know Mary as
his wife at the time of the birth of Jesus. But Jesus became the legal son of
Joseph, who raised him as his own son even though he was not his physical
son. As a legal son of Joseph Jesus could inherit the legal right to the throne
of David. There is another condition which created a problem. The prophets
of Israel prophesied that the messiah must be a lineal descendant of David.
But was this condition fulfilled for this genuine doubt? the answer is found
in the book of Luke after the death of Jesus Christ, john with Mary happened
to go to Ephesus because of the persecution in Jerusalem. Luke went to
Ephesus met Mary and got all the information regarding the family
background, and he recorded the whole matter in his book later.
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According to the record, Mary was the direct descendant of David.
David had another son by name, Nathan of whom Mary was the descendant
and who was a wise man, but not the descendant of Solomon who was
also a cursed man. So to say the curse of Jeconiah fell upon Joseph, and the
curse of Solomon fell upon jeconiah. Therefore, the curse on Jeconiah
which impacted Joseph did not affect Mary or on her son Jesus. And the
final outcome was to say. Jesus was of the lineal son of Mary, and as a result
became the direct descendant of David. Jesus became the legal son of
Joseph, and thereby inherited the legal right to sit upon the throne of David.
Yet he was not the physical son of Joseph. The result of the entire story is
that his virgin birth caused him to escape from the curse of Jeconiah. But
the most pathetic situation here is the Jewish translators actually committed
a grievious blunder in their translation regarding the virgin birth of Jesus
Christ. But in the New Testament it is clearly pointed out about the virgin
birth. The inspired penmen wrote in the following way.

Now all this was done that it might

Be fulfilled which was spoken of the

Lord by the prophet saying. Behold

A virgin shall be with child and

Shall bring forth a son and they shall

Call his name Emmanuel which

Being interpreted is GOD with us (Matthew 1.22-23)

Therefore-

1) Jesus had to be a lineal descendant of David
2) Jesus had to be the legal son of Joseph
3) Jesus should not be the physical son of Joseph.

The prophet whom Apostle Matthew mentioned here was no other
than prophet Isaiah himself. He was such a great prophet who could predict
the birth of Jesus Christ the messiah more than 700 years before his actual
birth. He wrote therefore, the lord himself shall give you a sign behold a
virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Emmanuel
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(Isaiah 7.14). The word virgin is the translation of the Hebrew word “almah”
the theologians, who have been liberal and who wanted to explain away
the miraculous and contemporary Jewish translations, who wished to keep
Jesus Christ out of the old testament, argued that almah did not mean
virgin. It means simply a young woman the theologians further argued that
prophet Isaiah must have used the Hebrew word Betulah instead of almah
for virgin. Before the birth of Jesus Christ between 200 and 300 years a
group of Jewish scholars probably 70 in number happened to translate the
Hebrew Old Testament into the Greek language. This extremely important
translation took place in Egypt and it was known as Septuagint. It was the
sincere effort of Greek emperor Alexander the great.

Alexander the great wanted to become the conqueror of the world. So,
during his brilliant military conquests, he happened to spread the Greek
language and culture throughout much of the civilized world. As a result in
a little span of time, Greek became a most important language for many
Jewish merchants and business men; who were primarily living outside the
holy land. In a short time even in Israel Greek became a common language
for everybody. And finally Jews were able to read Greek translation of the
Hebrew Old Testament. By that time Jesus Christ was not yet born. This
remarkable event of the translation of the Old Testament took place more
than 200 years before the birth of Jesus Christ Therefore; the translators
had no ax to eat no doctrine to protect and no blindside to cover.

The real job of those translators was only to translate the Hebrew
Scriptures into the Greek language as perfectly as possible. Those 70 Jewish
scholars who were entrusted, this responsible task of translation looked
into the book of Isaiah chapter 7 verse 14. Then they translated the Hebrew
word almah into Greek word parathions. Those scholars knew perfectly
that parathion has only one meaning and that is virgin. Through the centuries
millions of people, have climbed the aerpotes in Athens to have a glance of
the resins of the Parthenon it was called Parthenon because, it was the
temple of Athena, the virgin Goddess of wisdom if the infant child of whom
the prophet Isaiah spoke were not virgin born, then the Jewish translators
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of the Hebrew scriptures, who knew both Hebrew and Creek intimately
erred most grievously. If attempts are made to scratch out the virgin birth of
Jesus from the pages of the Old Testament scriptures, or if some attempts
are made, by the liberals who wish to deny the wonder of Divine prophesy
or some Jews who justify their rejection of messianic fulfilment in Jesus,
then all these attempts will become futile, and impotent.

So, for own clear understanding we can say that if Jesus was not born
of a virgin then he would not have died on the cross for the sin of the
world. In the first letter to the Corinthians apostle Paul, provides one of the
clearest statements of the gospel. He wrote

For | delivered unto you first of all

That which I also received how that

Christ died for our sins according to

The scripture, and that he was buried

And that he raised again the third

Day according to the scriptures (1 Corinthians 5.3-4)

Finally it is better for the readers to come to an understanding that
the death of Christ the burial of Christ, and its resurrection of Christ, are
the central points of the gospel (good news). Again if Jesus was not virgin
born, the good news will be bad news. Let us hope that the following
saying will be loved by everybody. It is like this. Jesus came to this world to
pay a debt he did not owe because we owed a debt we could not pay | am
hopeful and confident that every reader will agree and love the above
saying whole heartedly. As a matter of fact, it is a wonderful theology and
these words must be accepted by one and all; that Jesus died in my place,
as my substitute for my benefits. For the conformation of the above said
points justice demanded the once and for all sacrifice of the son of GOD,
became a cruel necessity to satisfy fully and eternally the holiness of GOD.
Without the virgin birth of Jesus sacrifice of himself for the sin of humanity
would not have been completed. For this confirmation his father raised
him from the grave otherwise we will be dying in our sins.
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The virgin birth of Jesus Christ (which is just like his second coming)
is crucial at the same time glorious part of the body of truth, we call the
gospel. Those people who have been exposed to the principle of virgin
birth can be born again through faith, accept death burial and resurrection
of Christ. They believe in everything that is quoted. Let us hope that men
must say and believe that Jesus died for the sake of their sin. At the same
time let us hope that people should not reject, but whole heartedly accept
the virgin birth of our saviour Jesus Christ. People must have faith on
scriptures what they believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved (Acts 16.31). To believe on Jesus Christ means believe on his virgin
birth. As the son of GOD he came to this world to sacrifice himself for the
sake of sinners.

1) In anutshell, the bible teaches clearly the virgin birth

2) Without virgin birth the death of Christ on the cross would not have
paid the price to redeem man from the shackles of sin.

3) The virgin birth is a critical doctrine and most important point of gospel
message. So it must be boldly proclaimed by all those who have faith in
the Lord and his word.

CONCLUSION: the virgin birth of Jesus is not a myth but it is a miracle.

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok 3k sk ok Sk sk ok 3k sk ok 3k sk ok ok sk Rk k
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2. CHRISTIANITY AND IT’S INFLUENCE

Christ after suffering on the cross was buried and resurrected. After
that He gave many proofs that He was alive. He appeared before His
disciples during His forty days stay on the Earth. Before He went to His
father He spoke with His disciples about the Kingdom of God. One day
while He was eating with them gave His command. Do not leave Jerusalem
but wait for the gift my father promised which you have heard me speak
about John Baptized with water but in a few days he will be baptized with
Holy Spirit. On some other occasion when they met together they asked
Christ “Lord will you at this time going to receive the Kingdom to Israel”.
For that question He answered. It is not for you to know the time of the
days the Lord has set by His own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth. After
He said all to His disciples He was taken up before their very eyes and a
cloud hid them from their sight.

After Jesus went to His Father Peter started to preach the word of
God. And many people came from different places to hear the Gospel.
Prior to this all the disciples were interested to remain together on the day
of Pentecost. A sound came all of a sudden like the blowing of a violent
wind. It came from heaven and filled the whole house in which they were
sitting. The beginning of Christianity symbolized the coming of the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost. One such example can be seen in the church
of St. Peters in Rome. Peter was also one of the members of the inner circle
of Jesus Christ. His Parabolic addresses showed that he was leader of the
young Jerusalem community. He was a devoted Jew and a convinced
follower of Jesus Christ, the Messiah and an able interpreter of the Scriptures.

But the earliest pictures did not show the traditional portrait of a
cock to his chin to show that he was guilty knowingly looking at Jesus. It
remained as one of the most astonishing faiths of the early church that a
man like Peter inspite of all his drawbacks and failures could become leader
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from an unknown community and even from an unfriendly society As a
result of the powerful speeches of Peter the first Christian community was
established by his preaching’s in Jerusalem. Added to that there was an
immediate impact in Jerusalem that thousands of them were repented and
baptized and also they gave away all their properties to the poor and needy.
They broke the bread in their houses and praised God. Since then common
meal became a trademark that reminded the Lord supper. This common
meal they took in those days was treated as love feast in some churches at
present.

There was some scandal spread for some time regarding the authority
of the cross. But even the cross has been the symbol of Christian faith and
preaching Because of its importance it can be our daily life like lamps and
Christian meeting places still the scandal reminded at Christian places where
the word of God is not correctly understood. The remarks of some believers
no way disturbed the faith of the people. The believers would understand
that it was the scandalous remarks of some disgruntled family members. As
a matter of fact cross is a major element that gives life to Christian faith.

Christianity began as an obscured sect of religion in a distant corner
of the Roman Empire and developed into the most powerful religion in the
world. So to say it remained as the largest religion of the world today with
about 2 billion believers. The founder of this religion was of course Jesus
Christ. And after Him it developed rapidly and influenced other civilizations
also. The roots of this Christianity were originated in Jerusalem. Apart from
that the messages of Jesus Christ the emphasis on education also helped
for the spreading of Christianity. Jerusalem has strong enough traditions of
instructions and for this purpose the Jewish synagogues served as major
centres for worship for teaching and for scriptural studies for Jewish children
and adults as well.

Jesus Christ was not only the founder of Christianity but also He was
from Jewish origin. He was portrayed as the most powerful teacher of all
times. The readers of the scriptures would encounter Jesus again and again
among friends as well as enemies with dialogues parables and examples of
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real life. In his messages He explained to the multitudes the theological
concepts of God which were difficult. The life after death the condition of
human soul sin the redemption etc. Jesus Christ with His contributions to
humanity remained as the greatest teacher of all times. His exemplary life
caused profound influence on the educational theory. He told His disciples
before he went to His father to take the example of His life and behaviour
while teaching to others.

Greek influence on Christianity:

The influence of Christianity came through the conquest of Palestine
by Alexander the Great in the last of the fourth century before Christ. This
Macedonian soldier (Alexander the Great) marched into every part of the
known world and spread his tremendous culture and civilization. But after
his sudden death at the age of about 32 years only the four military generals
distributed the Kingdom among themselves did not take much care for the
spreading of the Greek language and culture. But still the influence of
Christianity continued. The philosophy of good and bad was spread
everywhere and God used both to prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ.
The authentic and sceptical philosophy of the Greeks turned many gentiles
from their superficial worship of false gods and intensified their heart hunger
for real God in the first place. So to say the Greek philosophy itself on the
other hand prepared the world for the coming of Christ the Messiah by
magnifying the worth of human spirit and by putting high values on the
spiritual and moral truth. In the second place the Greek language became
a common tongue throughout the Mediterranean world. Even the good
Jews were forced to learn Greek in Palestine to their business. This fact
appeared to be more important at the first glance. And also the missionaries
of Christ could continue their work without waiting to learn a new language
for that purpose. Furthermore the presence of a common language caused
a unity among different people. Finally this Greek language became a
wonderful thing for everybody to understand everything. The Greeks at
last developed a language that made people to express finally the great
truth of the Christian revelation. And another advantage was that Greek
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happened to be language of New Testament. The point is that Greek spirit
made its contribution to the Christian movement.

Roman influence on Christianity:

Apostle Paul suggested what the Roman Empire had contributed its
mite for the Christian movement and its faith. Basing on history the Greeks
ruled Palestine in about 167 B.C. Then the Jewish patriarchs under Judas
Maccabees defeated them In 63 B.C. After about a century of Jewish
independence the soldiers of Rome took possession of Palestine. If we
look into the New Testament we can have the idea of Roman rule. It speaks
about centurions of Roman guards, Roman jailers, Roman castles, Roman
generals etc. On one occasion a Pharisee happened to question Jesus
whether a Jew would have God, who was surving under Roman rule. Itis a
reference to Apostle Matthew who served as a tax collector under Roman
rule.

When Jesus was born it was called Roman world. But the impact of
their rule was neither too good nor too bad. On Christianity the central
Government of Rome was very strong and it provided peace and protection.
The Government did not allow any kind of violence to take place in the
empire and also people were afraid of the punishment for any untoward
incident. This situation allowed the missionaries to seize the opportunity
to spread the word of Cod freely in the Mediterranean world as far as
possible. But at the end of the first century the central government changed
its attitude toward Christianity why because it did not correctly understand
the value of the individual soul and also religiously. The Roman armies
simply accepted the false gods of the nations they conquered. As a result
the other nations which were already accepted those gods including the
emperor worship. In such circumstances when the Christians refused to
worship the emperor they were persecuted. This inhuman treatment to
innocent Christians continued for about three centuries.
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Jewish influence on Christianity:

The third racial influence upon the Christian movement was most
significant. The Jewish nations provided the immediate background of Christ
and all His early disciples. The history of Jews as recorded in the Old
Testament need not to be repeated in detail According to History God
chose a family of faith which later under Devine care developed into a
nation. And it was the family of Abraham chosen by God. The nation was
named after his grandson Jacob (Israel). But in 1922 BC, the nation was
divided into two as the Northern Kingdom of Israel with the capital Samaria
and the southern kingdom of Judah with Jerusalem as its capital. Again in
722 B.C. the northern Kingdom was taken into captivity by the Assyrians
the first heathen rulers who were according to genealogy ofstrings of
Abraham.

But the southern Kingdom of Judah stood firm up to 587 B.C. This
was also attacked by the Babylonians. And as a result Jerusalem was
completely destroyed. They almost looted the God’s temple and they look
everything from it. They also took thousands of Jews as captives including
Daniel when he was just 13 years old. They remained in Babylon as captives
for seventy years. Then the Persians came to power after defeating the
Babylonians. These Persians were kind enough who returned everything
that was taken by Babylonians. After Persians Greeks came to power and
finally Romans in 63 B.C. which brought the history of the Jewish people
and the New Testament.

During this long period the Jewish people unknowingly prepared for
the coming of Jesus Christ. They carefully preserved the Revelation which
God had given to them. As a result they realized two things during that
time. There is only one God for man and the relationship of God to man is
purely personal. Prior to the Babylonian captivity the Jews often fell into
idolatry and polytheism. But after they returned to Palestine they realized
the truth that God was one (Monotheism). That is to say the captive Jews
realized and repented. There might be very few who were reluctant to
accept the oneness of God like Jonah the rebellious prophet. The Jewish
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instructions and parties that formed so much a part of New Testament story
and had their background in their historical experiences. The synagogue
was developed as a place of teaching and worshipping during Babylonian
captivity.

Then the contact between the Jews and the Persian religious ideas
helped to produce the party known as the Essenes which arose in 150 B.C.
It was considered the most rigorous orthodoxy quite against animal sacrifice
at the time of worship. Then the Pharisees grew with separate tendency. In
the New Testament they were labeled as narrow minded bigoted and
hypocrites. They were many and became popular. The Sadducees were
there during the second century B.C. friendly to Greek and Roman culture.
They represented political and religious freedom. Their rationalism led them
to deny resurrection Divine providence and tried for the freedom of human
will. The Samaritans were born to Jews in the inter marriages between
them and the gentiles in Palestine after many of them were taken as captives
to Babylon.

Jesus Christ 4 B.C. to 30 A.D.

When the world was with believers and non believers Jesus was born.
And all His life study can be found in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. Matthew and Luke described the human geneology of Christ. It
is better if we say that Matthew said about the geneology of Joseph. Whereas
Luke dealt with the geneology of Mary. John described the eternal matters
and pre incarnate existence of Jesus. According to the historical background
the birth of Christ took place in 4" B.C. This means Christ began His public
ministry in about 27 A.D. and He was crucified in about 30 A.D. His ministry
for our understanding was divided into seven stages.

1. His early Judean ministry which was primarily described in John’s
Gospel, and during that time He called for His first disciples and
cleaning of the Temple.

2. The great Galilean ministry that covered the main work and it
continued for 1 V2 years. During that only Jesus was rejected in His
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native place Nazareth. And as a result He moved to Capernaum.
Then He chose His twelve disciples (Apostles) and His sermon on
the mount was important. In this period only He happened to visit
Galilee three times.

3. His several withdrawals from the press of the crowds gave Him the
opportunity for special instructions to His disciples for securing the
great confession at ceasareas, Philippi and for the transfiguration
experience.

4. His later Judean ministry which continued for about three months
and it was described by Luke and John. The note worthy point in this
time was the attending of Jesus with His disciples to be feast of
Tabernacles and to the dedication in Jerusalem.

5. His brief Persian ministry and this was mentioned by four Gospels
writers. They also said about His final miracles, parables and prophecy
about His resurrection.

6. His last week in Jerusalem was treated in full details by John’s Gospel.
It began with triumphal entry into Jerusalem and ended with His
crucifixion.

7. His post resurrection ministry was for about forty days before His
ascension to His father that was the close of the Gospels accounts.

The teachings of Jesus were remarkable both in method and contents.
He explained to the believers the truth through parables questions discourses
and doubts. That is the person of God and purpose were revealed through
the life of Jesus Christ and His teachings. In all His examples love was the
dominating theme which is a must in the life of a true Christian. Because
God loved mankind Christ died on the cross for the sins of humanity and
redeemed them for eternal life. The conquering power of the cross and the
ultimate triumph of the Kingdom of God were the salient points in the
teachings of Jesus Christ. He established His church a local autonomous
body where there was two or three gather together in prayer and they
could find His presence and power. After the death and ascension of Jesus
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His disciples who were entrusted in the work of spreading the word of God
set out to take part in the impossible task. Though there were other religious
working for their progress Christianity began growing like a mustard seed.
From the human point of view there must be some reasons for the
tremendous improvement. The following must be reasons for the rapid
growth.

1. Atheism became bankrupt and could not answer the call of hungry
hearts.

2. The so called leaders of other religions claiming for more devotes
could not compete with God’s revelation in Christ.

3. Every Christian became missionary in sacred fire leaped from friend
to friend with a message.

4. The Christians had a strong conviction that Christ alone could
save the lost world and since the return of Jesus was sure and
certain there was no time to be lost.

Again the seventy year period of the growth of Christianity can be
divided into three stages. It was from the time of the death of Jesus Christ
to the last Apostle.

Local witnesses (30 to 45 A.D.)

The first 12 chapters of the book of Acts describe the history of the Christian
movement during the first fifteen years. After the death of Christ and
resurrection, the disciples received the Holy Spirit and with the power
witnessed even in the places of some enemies with that power. They could
bring the presence of Christ for their fellowship, on the day of Pentecost
many were saved. They went back to their places and established churches.
The persecution and martyrdom of Stephen made many Christians leave
Jerusalem and go into Judea and Samaria to witness. This incident
wonderfully worked among people especially persons like Saul who was
one of the persecutors of Stephen. The pervading impact of peter was
more on the gentiles and even a church was built for them in Antioch.
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Then there was another martyrdom of James son of Zebedee. The
conversion of Saul who later became Paul his preparation to serve Christ
and his wonderful ministry at Antioch were beyond comprehension and
gave more scope for rapid development of Christianity.

Period of missionary Expansion: (45 to 65 A.D.)

With the support of the Holy Spirit and under the leadership of Paul
those missionary tours took place for the expansion of Christianity. This
time Paul wrote 14 books called Epistles to different churches. Paul the
persecutor of Christians once now became a faithful follower of Christ,
made the Roman authorities to imprison him two times and finally he was
killed by the most cruel Roman emperor Nero. So to say Paul was responsible
for the rise of all Christian centres during the first century churches were
established through his efforts in some of the strongest cities of the empire.
A noted theologian complemented that without the epistles of Apostle
Paul there is no New Testament.

Period of outward growth (68 to 100 A.D.)

After the death of Paul the centre for Christianity moved toward
western section of the Mediterranean area. In 66 A.D. Jewish war broke
out and it resulted in complete destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. In
70 A.D. by Romans under Titus. The Christian church was uprooted and
people were forced to flee to save themselves. It is said John happened to
go to Ephesus at the time of the destruction. Apostle John wrote his five
books at this time. Actually John was exiled to the isle of Patmos from
Ephesus when the persecution was rampant. Just at that time the book
revelation was written in which he denied the efforts of the Roman emperor
to force Christians to worship the Roman emperor. It was almost the end of
apostolic period. Itis believed that Apostle John was the longest lived among
the disciples of Christ.
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3. FOUR CRUCIAL COVENANTS OF GOD

People speak about the covenants now a days. But in the olden days
they spoke of cutting as a covenant because blood which was the
essence of life had to be spilled. If we look into history people entered
into an agreement by using different methods to finalize their issues.
Some of such methods were formal and legal, whereas other were
informal and personal. Accordingly those methods used to seal the
deal and they were called, treaties, accords, Contract, compacts,
promises, pledges, and covenants. Among those methods the heavenly
father God selected covenants to enter into a special relationship with
man. So, God particularly entered into four major covenants committed
by himself with the most prominent Personalities in the holy bible. And
those covenants were not simply over statements, but people must try
to understand their meaning, how they would work in them.

2. God himself committed those covenants as they possessed certain things

concerning to the life man.

3. That is, those covenants would have direct impact on the life of every

human being on earth.

4. Those covenants used to be in operation whether men are aware of

20

them or not

Those are the covenants that if people embrace them they would bring
joy, peace, blessing and eternal life with God

Those covenants are so valuable and if people reject them they would
bring sadness curse, turmoil, and eternal separation from God. Among
those four covenants, of God the first one was with patriarch Abraham.
God committed and if was called Abrahamic. It was made with him as
the father of Jewish nation (Israel) the second covenant was committed
by God with Moses, and it was called mosaic covenant. Moses was
also called the law giver of Israel. The third covenant was commitment
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by God with David, and it was called Davidic covenant and he was
also called man after God’s own heart. The fourth covenant was called
New Testament. It was called so because the son of God Jesus Christ
himself started first. The first two, Abrahamic and mosaic covenants
were already discussed in my previous book (my 10" book) with the
title “Jerusalem city of peace”. And in my eleventh book I am writing
about the third and fourth covenants. They are Davidic and New
Testament covenants.

Davidic covenant:

The third major but crucial biblical covenant was Davidic covenant.
And this was concerned to the 12 tribes of Israel into a nation king David
happened to defeat the war like tribe called Jebusites who dwelt in the
middle of the land of Israel. He then fortified the Jebusite city and finally it
was called the city of David then he made it his capital which later became
Jerusalem. King David took the help of Hiram king of Tyre who helped him
with most prcious and valuable wood called cedar wood. He also sent
efficient carpenters and masons for the construction of the Royal palace.
for the king who gave credit to his emerging kingdom. The king then directed
his attention for the recovery of the Ark of the Covenant which was taken
away by the Philistines during the time of the high priest Eli, and it remained
for a long time in the house of abandon.

The defeat of Israel army by the Philistines and the loss of the Ark of
the Covenant clearly indicated that the presence of God and his blessings
were completely withdrawn from Israel. But now with great military power
king David became victorious and established his kingdom. As a result, he
received the blessing of God for the nation. After he settled properly, he
planned to bring back the Ark of the Covenant. Which remained with the
heathen kings at that time? And also as long as the Ark was with them they
experienced all draw backs. But finally King David was able to get it and he
brought with all pomp and glory to the city. He thought to keep the Ark of
the Covenant; the safest place would be only the tabernacle, because
originally it remained in the tabernacle only. This tabernacle was the first
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mobile Temple of God. It was prepared by some efficient work men of
Israel on the instigation of Prophet Moses. It was done at the foot of Mount
Sinai, while Moses was bringing Israelites from Egypt to Canaan; a seed of
concept began to develop in the mind and heart of King David.

And it came to pass when the king sat in his house, and the Lord had
given him rest roundabout from all his enemies. Then the king said unto
Nathan the prophet, see now | dwell in an house of cedar (a posh palace)
but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains in the tabernacle- a portable
temporary house (2 Samuel 7.1-2)

Actually King David wanted to build a beautiful temple to God so
that he would dwell in it. With that intention he had seen a good member
of the surrounding temples of different models with magnificent structures
for the heathen Gods. As a matter of fact those Gods could not speak, nor
help the worshippers in times of need. They could not see also, but only
wicked and indicative. They were without life, and would not do anything
to their believers. So King David realized that truth. He felt whole heartedly
that his God was the only God, the holy one of Israel the true and living
God and who was from everlasting to everlasting. His aim was always to
deliver, when his people’s cause was genuine. Till the time of King David,
there was no permanent house (temple) for his God except the tabernacle
a mobile temple. He correctly understood that he was the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob and the God had blessed him and gave him wonderful
victory in the battles he fought.

The king sincerely felt it necessary to build a temple so that his God
would dwell permanently in it among his chosen people. But all his hopes
and plans become futile because he was advised by God through the prophet
Nathan. The prophet told the king that his hands had been soaked with
the blood of wars. So it was not appropriate for him to build the temple of
God, with those blood wet hands. And finally building of Gods temple was
entrusts to his son Solomon. Though David was not permitted to build the
house of God amazingly God declared he would build a house for David
more than an eternal kingly dynasty.
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GOD said:

And when thy days be fulfilled and
Thou shalt sleep with thy fathers | will
Set up thy seed after thee, which shall
Proceed out of thy bowels and I will
Establish his kingdom. He shall build an
House for my name and | will establish
The throne of his kingdom forever. |
Will be his father and he shall be my
Son. If he commits iniquity | will chasten
Him with the rod of men and with

The stripes of the children of men. But
My mercy shall not depart away from
Him as | took it, from Saul whom | put
Away before the and thine house and
Thy kingdom shall be established for
Ever before the, they throne shall be
Established forever. (2 Samuel 7.12-16)

This amazing Promise from God included the following facts.

1) Solomon the son of David would succeed him to sit on the throne and
establish his kingdom (v.12)

2) Solomon the son of David would build the temple of God (v.13)
3) The throne of Solomon would be established forever

4) If the king Solomon appeared to committee sin he would naturally
receive appropriate punishment but the mercy of God and loyal love
would endure forever

5) The house of David, his kingdom and his throne would be established
forever (v.16)
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However, this agreement did not of the dynasty for a period of time.
And while there is no clear mention of blood those promises of King David
were specially framed with the scriptures as a covenant. So it was written in
the psalms. “I have made a covenant with my chosen. | have sworn unto
David my servant. Thy seed will | establish forever and building up thy
throne for generations” (psalms 89.3-4). The ultimate fulfillment of the
promise to David regarding the house kingdom and throne will be lost
forever. And they will find their fulfillment only at the end of the age with
the second coming of Jesus Christ and his millennial (1000 years) kingdom.
In the mean time king Solomon built the house of God on the mount
Moraiah in Jerusalem and God lived happily in his permanent house. And
King Solomon dedicated the temple with pomp and gory, by spending so
much money and sacrificing so many animals.

It was really auspicious occasion for Israelites because they could
have the presence (schekinah) of God in their midst. As a result of the
effort of King Solomon in building God'’s temple the nation became a blessed
one in Jewish history. But it was most unfortunate in the character of King
Solomon. He forgot the blessings of God who made him the richest man
and the cleverest man on earth. He forgot all those things and he committed
sin by having so many heathen wives. It is said he had 700 wives and 300
concubines. In addition to that he built even heathen temples to please his
heathen wives at a place called Baal Beck. God became angry at his character
and punished him by dividing his kingdom into two parts and the 12 tribes
were also divided into two groups. They were the northern kingdom of
Israel with 10 tribes and their capital was Samaria and the king to them was
jeroboam. The second one is the southern kingdom of Judah with two
tribes and their capital was Jerusalem. And their king was Rehaboam these
twelve tribes were the children of Jacob (Israel) and this division took place
in 922 B.C.

After two hundred years that is in 722 B.C. the northern kingdom
was taken into captivity by the Assyrians the first heathen rulers. After that

there was no more northern kingdom because Many Israelites were taken
24 Christian Angelology



as captives to different places and the remaining were mixed and mingled
with the Assyrians who settled in Samaria. As a result they lost their identity.
Regarding the southern kingdom it continued for another 136 years. During
that period about 19 kings of Davidic dynastic rulers ruled the southern
kingdom. But out of 19 only 8 kings happened to rule, who were is right in
the sight of God and the remaining kings proved themselves as the most
wicked and unscrupulous in the sight of God. So, in the year 605 B.C.
Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon conquered Egypt in the battle of
Carchemish and came to Jerusalem to show his authority on Judah and
Davidic kings. These were called second heathen rulers that ruled Jewish
nation.

At that time, he looted the temple of God and went with vessels and
other costly things. In addition to that he took thousands of Jews as captives
to Babylon. Prophet Daniel, a thirteen year old boy was one of them.
Finally in 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar put an end to the Davidic dynastic
rulers in Jerusalem. According to the bible also it was the time of gentie
rulers. The first one was Assyrians and the second one was Babylonians
and this was clearly depicted in the giant colosses (statues) of Prophet Daniel
chapter 2. It is really most astonishing to know from that day onwards to
this day the period of about 2600 years no divinely appointed Jewish king
of the tribe of Judah and the family of David has ruled over Israel. There
was a brief respite from the gentile rule for 102 years (165 to 63) D.C.
during that time the dynasty of the Maccabaeus which was of priestly lineage
ruled though it had no right to rule particularly Jerusalem. However Israel
got independence in the year 1948 and its sovereignty was re established.

The nation remained in unbelief and ungodly. The rulers have been
neither divinitey appointed, nor Davidic dynasty. And the fate of Jerusalem
is still under defeat by different nations of the world. In spite of that God is
faithful to his covenant promises to his chosen people. Even though the
Middle East as been causing some troubles now and then God is always
protecting them in times of need. From the point of view, the world is out
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of control, but gradually convulsing but from the divine perspective all is
being prepared for the coming of one who is from the tribe of Judah (Genesis
49.10 ) and the family of David (2 Samuel 7.12-16), and that one is mighty
God and everlasting father and “prince of peace” (Isaiah 9.6)

He will one day end the times of the gentiles (nations) and bring
peace and blessing to the earth. In the book of revelation apostle John
wrote. And one of the elders saith unto me weep not behold the lion of the
tribe of Judah the root of David hath prevailed to open the book and to
loose the seven seals thereof (Revelation 7.5). The person who is capable
of loosing the seals and opens the scroll is no other than who has possessed
the title deed of the planet earth. And Jesus Christ in the last chapter of the
Bible said of himself, I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these
things in the churches. | am the root and offspring of David and the bright
and Morning star (revelation 22.16).

The fourth covenant the New Testament:

Jesus was sitting in the upper room on mount Zion on the night
before, he was arrested and crucified. It was the time of pass over and all
the Jews were seriously observing it. And Jesus also assembled with his
followers to commemorate the pass over Luke in his book described that
event in the following manner. And when the hour was come, he sat down
and the twelve apostles were with him and he said unto them with desire,
| have desire to eat this pass over with you before | suffer (Luke 22.14-15).
The statement with desire | have desired is a strong idiom literally it means
with great desire. As a matter of fact, this expression of Jesus Christ carried
as with his deep emotion and pathos. Here we can understand the words
of the Lord in this way, with great desire. | have desired to eat the pass over
before | suffer that is, “before | become the pass over”

The lambs that were slaih in Egypt during the first pass over did not
die in vain. With extreme faith the Israelites applied the blood of those
slain lambs to the doorposts and lintels the result of that was the first born
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male child in those families was redeemed. But the first born male child in
the families of heathens including the first born son in the house of king
Pharaoh died. This historical reflection provided to the Lord the most vivid
reminder and testimony that his suffering and death that took place, the
next day did not become a waste. With the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ,
on the cross many sons and daughters of Adam and Eve could have the
experience of redemption. By preparing himself to face the task of death
before him, he gave great comfort to all humanity in redeeming them. That
is the reason why he said, with desire | have desired to eat this pass over
with you. (Which reflects on his redeeming significance) before | suffers
(became the pass over)

It was during that meal Jesus took bread blessed it broke it and than
gave it to his disciples. And he said take eat this is my body (Matthew
26.26) it was a Bread along with the pass over lamb and the bitter herbs.
These three were the essential items that comprised of the ancient pass
over. For about 1500 years (from the time of Moses until the coming of
Jesus the Jews people killed and ete the pass over lamb as a memorial of
the first pass over. Jesus and unleavened bread realized this truth and on
it's the next day. He died on the cross as the Lamb of God, who takes it
way the sin of all humanity from this land. Hence there was no need of
sacrificing four legged animals (lambs). So, the sacrificial death of Jesus
Christ is no doubt would be infinite in worth and eternal in duration with
this wonderful event; there is no need of any more animal sacrifices.

So, Jesus took the unleavened bread that was found on the pass over
table blessed it broke it and gave it to his disciples and said “take eat this is
my body” since then sacrifice of the lamb was no more required instead of
that unleavened bread which was sinless became the perfect replacement.
Here the real idea was this. Take eat this unleavened bread that would
replace the pass over lamb and represent my sinless body which would be
broken for you. Since pass over was specifically said to be memorial (Exodus
13.9) so all so the unleavened bread was given as a memorial. However,
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the idea of keeping the unleavened bread as a substitute, which becomes
the literal body of Jesus Christ, has no warrant in the scriptures. Since thinking
is like the corrupted fruit which comes from an attempt to interpret the
new covenant (testament) in isolation from the Abrahamic, Mosaic and
Davidic covenants.

But the Lord did not stop with that, he directed his attention to the
red wine that was before him and which the traditional beverage of the
pass over (Seder) meal. And he took the cup gave thanks and gave it to
them saying drink all of it (Matthew 26.27). According to Jewish history
four cups of wine are the major part of the pass over observance. Their
importance was very closely related to the Exodus from Egypt. God spoke
to the nation through Moses and said, I will bring you out under the burdens
of the Egyptians and | will rid you out their bondage and | will redeem you
with a stretched out arm and with great judgment. And I will take you to
me for a people and | will be to you a God (Exodus 6.6-7)

The four | wills mentioned in this connection are, “I will bring you
out, I will rid you I will redeem you, and | will take you” these four usages
are with some inner meaning concerned to the rabbinic four cups of wine
used in the pass over Seder ceremony. And they are called in sequence.

1
2
3
4

The cup of sanctification | will being you out or separate you

The cup of praises | will red you

The cup of redemption | will redeem you

The cup of acceptance, | will take you. If we look into those four cups

—_~ o~~~
~— — ~— ~—

It seems the fourth cup which acceptance is basing on the statement
of Matthew he said in his book.

And he took the cup and gave thanks and gave it to them saying drink ye all
of it. For this is my blood of the New Testament (covenant) which is shed
for many for the remission of sins. But | say unto you | will not drink hence
forth of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it with you in my
father’s kingdom (Matthew 26.27.29)
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This new covenant like the earlier covenants of Abrahamic, Mosaic
and Davidic covenants were made with Israel (Jeremiah 31.31) but the
blood of Jesus was shed for many “going beyond the boundaries of the
Jews to the entire world. And then it fulfilled the promise of God to Abraham
that thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. (Genesis 22.18).
The truth here is that Jesus himself did not drink the fourth cup why because
it was the cup of acceptance, and at that time his nation (Israel) did not
accept. Him as their messiah. But only at the later days that is at the end of
the age and that is when he comes for the second time and when the
Israelites recognize him, who he is and enter into the provision of the new
covenant then the Lord will drink the fourth cup.

The main point to understand the concept of the New covenant is
found in a brief statement in the book of Hebrews, “For a Testament
(covenant) is in force after men are dead if not it has no strength at all when
the testater liveth” (Hebrews 9.17). The central point of this important text
is that the victim (Jesus in the New Testament, represents the parties of the
covenant God and man) and they can represent together in the victim
(Jesus) only by means of his death (Jesus). So with the death of Christ on the
cross (the new covenant in my blood) both man and God are eternally
united. Following are some of the important truths that come out of the
understanding of the covenants of God.

1. The law covenant was a shadow of things that are going to happen,
whereas the new covenant is the substance. The outcome of the law
covenant is that the payment for sin was anticipated under the new
covenant. It is realized and under the law covenant the sacrifices were
provisional. And recurring with new covenant the sacrifice of the death
of Jesus on the cross is eternal and totally sufficient. Through the law
covenant the lambs of men could only cover sin (Hebrews 10.4). But
through the new covenant the Lamb of God (Jesus) is able to take away
sin (john 1.29)
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30

The new covenant has completing and forever superseded the old
covenant (Mosaic Law) that is the law covenant need not be equated
with the word of what humanity has chosen to call the Old Testament
scripture. The Abraham and mosaic and Davidic covenants are so to say
unconditional and still in effect. The new covenants were in no way
superseded the Abraham and Davidic covenants. But they have
continued in full saving. The common idea that the Old Testament was
for Israel and has no direct implication for biblical Christianity is really
great error. That has robbed the church; of crucial truth and also biblical
balances. The fact is that to understand the major part of the New
Testament requires first the understanding of the Old Testament. That is
to say there is link between the Old Testament and the New Testament.
Thereby we can understand the fact that a sincere pastor will certainly
preach from old and New Testaments. Jesus is the true seed from the
loins of Abrahamic, who brings blessings to all men and women of faith.
Jesus is also called the son of Davidic in whom the covenant promise of
a throne and a kingdom forever will be literally fulfilled.

. In the present days believers are not under a law system of life, and also

our life has become easy going and we are not restricted to a Sabbath
day’s journey (probably three fourth of a mile) nobody is bringing the
animal to the temple to sacrifice like olden days on pass over time. And
also there is no high priest in the temple to sacrifice a goat on our behalf
on the Day of Atonement, stoning of adulterous women to death as per
the Mosaic Law was completely stopped. People are not treated as
servants according to law system, but give cheerfully and willingly as
sons and daughters under mercy of the New Testament since the law
was a total package men could not chose correctly. It was all nothing but
a conditional covenant. As Israelites could not keep the condition of the
law, Christ has become an end to that law, so at present men and women
are not under any obligation to observe the Sabbath as required by law.
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The new covenant has a better priesthood (melchizedec). It has a
better high priest like Jesus Christ himself. It has a permanent sacrifice (the
Lamb of God Jesus Christ himself) and finally rests upon better promises.
The new covenant is embodied with a perfect righteousness. The new
covenant will perfectly and eternally unlike men with God. The law appears
to be unbiblical and illegal and also unfruitful. Which goes down to the
land of beggarly elements. Apostle John while speaking in the context of
the law heralded the greatest of all messages with only 13 words. If the son
therefore shall make ye free ye shall be free indeed (John 8.36)

The true church is the body of Christ which is quite different from
the nation of Israel. And the promises given to the nation will be fulfilled
undoubtedly through the believing remnants of the Jews, at the end of the
age. And so there will be continuous relationship between Israel and the
church. However, we must realize and the respect the fact that every blessing
the true church experiences is only from the Abraham covenant. So all the
believers are the spiritual sons and daughters of Abraham and therefore
spiritual Israelites. As Abraham was accepted by God men and women
must keep their faith in his word. But it is said the New Testament believers
cannot stand in the place of Israelites because the church does not inherit
the promises of blessing given to the nation of Israel for obedience.

And also it does not receive the promises of cursing for disobedience.
In nut shall we can see the church is the church and Israel is Israel. They
are entitiled in a different way. But at the end both will be blessed by God.
Therefore, to understand the covenant is nothing but understanding of the
human history correctly. By faith we must enter into the provision of the
new covenant through Christ alone. It is a true experience of life with God
eternally and nothing is better than this.
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4. SHOULD CHRISTIANS OBSERVE MOSAIC LAW?

It is said some believers of God have advised their fellow believers to
observe the principles of Mosaic Law, with the exception of animal sacrifices.
Those laws are clearly mentioned in the first five books of the Old Testament
called Pentateuch. The Evangelistic church members have been also trying
to convince the fellow believers to practice the Mosaic Law. If that is the
case, they must become one Jewish to practice like eating kosher (clean
food) observing Jewish Sabbath which requires to attend synagogue or
church either on Friday night or Saturday before sunset. But undoing
circumcision and observing all these principles means one must become
Jewish in the name of Jesus into Hebrew as Joshua and names of both
Joseph and Mary as Joseph and Miriam In addition to that the believers
have to observe two Jewish high holy Jewish holidays. They are Rosh
Hashanah (the New Year) and yonkippur (the Day of Atonement)

One thing is more important in this context. The teaching that
Christian should follow the Mosaic Law is being done by the Jewish believers
of Jesus and also propagated by gentile believers such teaching was upheld
by the Denominations primarily by seventh day Adventists. The church
members of this set observe not only the Sabbath (Jewish) but also Christmas
and The ten commandants. There are some more churches also tried to
follow the life of Jewish people. But they totally oppose the teaching of the
New Testament scriptures.

Then we have to question ourselves how far it is necessary to follow
Mosaic Law. To understand this properly it is better to look into some
passages from the New Testament. It is a fact there is nothing new about
the issue of the church because it was as old as the truth of church itself in
the first century. So, whether to follow Mosaic Law or not became a burning
issue among the church members of Galatia. There is a common word
used for such people who must on observing the Law are called Judayeres.
Some false teachers polluted the church atmosphere and the congregation
without peace. Though this problem caused some conflict among the church
goers. Apostle Paul taught them that salvation would come only through
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faith but not through work. And to provide his salvation to all mankind
Jesus came to this world. He declared that he achieved that salvation by his
death burial resurrection and finally ascendance to his father. Paul wrote a
letter to the Church of Rome saying “But now righteousness of God without
Law is manifested being witnessed by the Law and the prophets (Romans
3.21) Paul taught Mosaic Law was insufficient to being men and women to
God. What he actually wanted to say was instead of the Mosaic Law the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ would be sufficient. Instead of
following the rules of the law for the acceptance of God Paul further said
the permanent sacrifice of Christ on the cross for the sin of mankind would
be enough for atonement and acceptance of God for salvation. In essence
Christ became the fulfillment of the Mosaic Law. So what was going on in
the church of Galatia became a burning problem to Paul He showed his
disinclination towards the foul teaching of some selfish believers in the
church here, Paul was referring to the false teaching of Judayers as another
gospel. As condemned their teaching and said it was foreign to the truth
upon which the church of Jesus was built. Added to that the judayers were
misleading the church and the church and the gospel.

Paul became antagonistic towards them and dumb founded at the
congregation which was feasting on their foul teaching. He tried to bring
them back and put them on the correct track. He wrote to the believers of
Galatia “O foolish Galatians who hath bewitched you that ye should not
obey the truth before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth
crucified among you”? (Galatians 3.1). He appeared to be rude and
intolerant toward the judaisers but it was wrong. He was frustrated at their
attitude. He was like a loving father whose son had gone astray. Paul used
to grab the children of Galatia by their shoulders and shake them vigorously,
trying to awake them from their deep slumber. He tried his best to put
them on the right track or the correct logical ground. He called them foolish
Galatians and passionately requested them to come to normal position
and reminded them that the Mosaic Law is nonsense. He politely asked
them to think about the Law reasonably and logically. Paul hallowed this
with simple direct and without any argument. He wrote this only would be
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learning of you” Received ye the spirit by the works of the Law or by hearing
of faith. The Galatians should have known the answer to this question. The
answer is quite clear. We are saved by faith through the spirit. Paul really
loved the Galatian church and did not want to hurt them anymore. The
only thing he was surprised at their foolish thinking and disappointed at
their lack of correct Judgment. His impression about the Galatians was that
they were saved by the grace of God, a work of the Holy Spirit and in such
condition they need not turn round a line of salvation by their physical
work successfully.

Paul then began to question them in this way. Is circumcision going
to save you? Is eating of kosher (clean food) going to save you? The answer
is no. He called Galatians my beloved Christians stop all that nonsense and
return to the basic teaching. Paul had strong faith that the Galatians would
certainly abandon the Mosaic Law and look for salvation. According to him
if anyone would suggest the Mosaic Law as the grace of salvation, it is
deadly and curse. Paul said no man is justified by law in the sight of God
and it is quite evident. The justice shall live by faith. He stressed more that
salvation is through faith and it is unquestionable and undisputed faith. It is
only through faith on Jesus Christ salvation can be achieved, but not through
the observation of the Mosaic Law.

What must be the opinion of Jesus Christ regarding Mosaic Law?
Once Jesus was travelling in his ministry through towns and villages in the
region of Galilee. He came to the area of mountains and sat at a higher
place. It was a customary to a Jewish rabbi to sit at a higher place, before
the audience or students. Jesus also did the same before His disciples and
others that gathered there. He had the wonderful attention of a group of
Jewish humble fishermen, silversmiths, farmers, bakers, carpenters, and
housewives etc. There were some Roman soldiers also probably to maintain
peace. The crowed had finally settled and all their attention was drawn
toward Jesus Christ. As he understood the pulse of the audience, he began
through speak. He said that those who were poor in spirit would be blessed
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. He said those who mourned were
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assured of comfort. He promised them that they would inherit earth. He
assured to those who were seeking righteousness would certainty find it.
He told the merciful that they would receive mercy in return. He said the
faithful who followed him and suffered, for such people the earth would
become hostile and heaven temporarily because the people always signed
and this sacrifice was to continue and the permanent solution was found
finally that you himself provided a permanent alternative. He offered his
only begotten son Jesus Christ as he lived a flawless life with virgin birth
and with sinless existence.

Jesus possessed all the criteria to be human permanent sacrifice for
sin. So, we must accept him as our saviour and Lord as he pardoned our
sins and assured eternal life. So, from the time Jesus was sacrificed, dead,
buried, and resurrected for the sins of humanity. We have to remember
one point in this connection. God never declared regarding blood sacrifices
were no longer required. As we see in the bible this blood sacrifice had
been continued from the time of Adam and Eve till the time of the coming
of Jesus Christ and his death on the cross. Jesus by shedding his blood on
the cross provided blood requirement for the sacrifice. Then the only
required is that all men and women should accept Christ as their savior. It
is a technical point further believers to understand the moral value of the
Mosaic Law even though it was explained by Jesus Christ. The fact is Jesus
Christ had fulfilled all the technical points of the laws and asked us to stop
the practice of that Law.

The technical points in that law were, the sacrificial system, deadly
laws observing of Jewish holidays undergoing of circumcision, eating of
Kosher (clean food ) etc. Though the Jews practiced the law they were far
away from love. Hence the law was like school master that led the Jewish
people to Christ so that they might be justified by faith. Jesus Christ protected
the humanity from the practice of the Mosaic Law principles. So, we are
no way bound to keep the physical requirement, though the moral principles
continue. For the fulfillment of things like to sacrifice dietary system holidays
observance, kosher food circumcision all those things are to be followed.

Christian Angelology 35



But all those things are accomplished in the life sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
through his resurrection. By accepting Jesus as our savoir and lord as our
final sacrifice for sin takes the place of the Mosaic Law, what Paul wrote in
this regard “for Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone
that believe” (Romans 10.4)

The final result is that the believers must forget about the Mosaic
Law because whatever was needed for salvation Jesus Christ fulfilled that.
Regarding Sabbath day observance there were still some believer who
wanted to follow the correct time of the Sabbath that would start on Friday
after sunset and ends before Saturday sunset, we have to study whether
they were right in their thinking. We have to look into the New Testament
also if it is encouraging to Christians to observe Sabbath day like Jews. Jesus
in his ministry on the eve of his Sermon on the Mount happened to go into
green fields with his disciples on Sabbath day. He plucked some green and
Pharisees. Some pharoses saw that and accused Jesus and his followers for
breaking the Mosaic Law. They said behold thy disciples for that which is
not Lawful to do on Sabbath day. (Matthew 12.2) if Jesus was unmindful of
the situation and breaks the law of God then we can say he committed sin
and did not lead a perfect life. As a result Jesus would have been considered
disqualified as a sacrifice for sin.

Before concluding about the remarks of Pharisees, let us think for a
while about the period in which they lived. In these days the Pharisees
revolved bed some Laws of their own even without giving priority to the
moral values. The Jews during the time of Jesus in Jerusalem had very peculiar
traditions. For example, the Pharisees said the Jews should not carry any
burden on the Sabbath day. The burden was like carrying the pieces of
roper horse hair wax, a piece of broken earth ware, animal food, dead fig
etc. If any one of the Jews carries any one of the above mentioned items,
he would be treated as committed sin against the God of Israel. In addition
to that the Israelites should eat only food specially made for Sabbath day. If
a hen laid egg on Sabbath day accidentally, it should not be eaten by them.
However, if the hen was kept for becoming fat then the egg of such hen
might be eaten.
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Healing the person was permitted only when the person was in life
and death condition. But making of a discourse on the Sabbath day caused
the Pharisees to attack Jesus. So, every event like that made the Pharisees
to attack Jesus. For eating the green also made them to attack. Then he
made their mouths shut by telling the story of king David, Which occurred
about 1000 years ago David ran from the presence of king Soul and all the
tabernacles and shew bread” which was meant for the priests. When he
was disparately hungry Jesus reminded to Pharisees how the priests in the
temple polluted the Sabbath and are blameless. According to Jesus the
priests in the temple works like sacrifices, lighting insence on the Sabbath
day.

Jesus then told the Pharisees if he had known what this meant, | will
have mercy and not sacrifice we would not have condemned the guiltless.
Jesus addressed again in the Sermon on the Mount not about the artificial,
physical aspect of the Law that concerned, to the moral objections. His
compassionate aspect of the Mosaic Law in their blindness condemned
the one who was even greater than the temple. Jesus affirmed his lordship
and fulfillment of the mosaic laws assured the son of man is lord even on
the Sabbath day. To say more clearly, the Mosaic Law is nothing but the
shadow of good things to come but not the image of things. A shadow as
we see is nothing but an image created by some objects.

So, we can draw a conclusion that the Mosaic Law is only shadow of
Jesus Christ. The shadow was real but not a permanent one and this Mosaic
Law was an indicator of the real objects and here coming savior Jesus. He
came to this world and replaced the shadow and fulfilled his work. So,
giving away the life of Jesus means fulfilling the requirement of Sabbath.
We can put this in some other way briefly. To trust in Christ means fulfilling
the requirement of the Sabbath this particular point might cause the readers

to have another genuine doubt. How can a man trust in Jesus by observing
the Sabbath?

According to the Bible God created everything in six days and took
rest on the seventh day. But the Israelites declared Saturday as Sabbath day
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and seventh day. God also took rest on that seventh day after the creation.
It means men and women have to take rest from their regular work and
devote their time to the loving God whether the work involves physical
sense or meditation on him. As a result there would be peace of soul and
sharing of goodness. And for the confirmation the writer quoted the following
words there are meant therefore you rest to the people of God. For he that
is entered into his rest he also hath rest from his own works as God did
from His own. What is the nature of the rest according to the writer? The
write was speaking about the rest one needed theologically by a searching
soul continuously striving to find out acceptance from God. As soon as
striving soul reaches Jesus Christ the labour is over. Then Jesus would say
“take my yoke upon you and learn of me for I am meek and lowly in heart
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light” (Matthew 11.29-30)

In fact no striking of soul is coming to Christ and also there are no
works to be accomplished in order to secure the salvation of God. It is also
said salvation is obtained by people in a very simple way. So, we confess
with our mouths, then the Lord Jesus Christ believes our hearts, that God
would rescue us from the dead, those shall be saved. In the promise of
salvation in Christ there is rest for the soul. Since the body needed physical
rest, from his labour on the Sabbath day, the soul would find spiritual
Sabbath, rest in Christ. In nut shell Christ is our Sabbath and Christ is our
rest. The believers can understand now that Christ is their spiritual Sabbath
and satisfy all their requirements.

Apostle Paul gave an explanation of Christ regarding Sabbath. “Let
no man therefore judge you in meat or in drink or in respect of holiday or
of a new moon or of the Sabbath day” (Colossians 2.1-6) what must have
made Israel to say these words because the judayers were interested on
the church members of Colossians who desired some Mosaic law practice
like some requirements, holiday celebration and the Sabbath. Paul attacked
them boldly and said Jesus by dying on the cross and rising from the dead
blotted out the handwriting of the Mosaic Law. In other words the law of
Judaism and tradition that led to salvation according to them, were dead
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and buried. So, the only thing we have to do is that we must have sincere
faith in Christ since that was the outcome of the Mosaic Law Christians
need not doubt as Christ is the embodiment of Sabbath and every day
observances.

Eating of kosher (clean foods):

It is really unfortunate because many Christians wished to eat kosher
and observe dietary systems which were the customs of ancient Israelites.
Other believers used to think about these believers who would never sustain
their claim.

They should question among themselves whether the New Testament
is demanding them to eat kosher. The Pharisees confronted with Jesus again
in galilees when he halted with disciples. They went to Jesus with some
teachers of law, and questioned him why his disciples transgressed the
tradition of the elders by not washing hands before eating. The system of
washing hands was created by some rulers and in course of time became
regular. But Apostle Mark pointed out that this practice was probably the
tradition of the elders. For the question of Pharisees concerning the washing
of hands Jesus answered them in the following lines. Why do ye also
transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? For God
commanded saying. Honor the fathers and mothers and he that corset
father and mother let him die the death, but ye shall say to his father and
mother, it is proper to method honor, not his father, or his mother he shall
be forced. This have ye made the commandant of God not effect by your
tradition “some of the Jewish leaders hatched a plan to circumvent the law
of God like the fifth command honor thy father and mother. They declared
a precious item as a dedication to the lord and kept it in their houses
instead of turning it over to their parents. Jesus confirmed this action as
adious and regarding this remark Jesus took the Pharisees to task. He
contrasted the physical observance of the law, and tradition with far more
significant with moral and compassioned necessaries of the laws while the
argument was going on a good number of people gathered around them
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and watched them. Then Jesus turned toward the mob and said not that
defileth but that which cometh out of the mouth defileth a man”

Mark added to the above said statement purging all meal or purging
all foods, in the modern version of the bible is in this way. Jesus declared all
foods clean. Jesus took the opportunity and proclaimed that there were no
unclean foods with the abolishing of the Mosaic Law. And Jesus said no
food would defile the human soul. To understand this clearly whatever was
eaten by anyone would not reflect one’s character or spirit or soul with all
the explanation, if became for the Jewish people of the time of Jesus;
Particularly promises to understand the revolutionary changes the fanatic
attitude of those people towards the Mosaic Law did not allow them for
effective thinking regarding the teaching of Jesus. The main reason was
most of the ancient Israelites refused to know the true identify of Jesus that
he was the messiah of the Jews and the son of God.

Any way all the teachings of Jesus were recorded in the bible for the
future guidance of the believers. They would become free from the future
of dietary requirements of ancient Israelites. That was not the only occasion
God declared all the foods were clean. In the book of Acts chapter 10 the
bible readers can find the story of vision Peter got. According to the vision
Peter saw the heaven was opened, and a big vessel descended towards
him. It was a big sheet with four corners and full of different beasts and
fowls. “Then a voice came from heaven rise peter kill and eat” But as a Jew
peter was the close observer of Mosaic Law. So he replied Not so lord. |
have never eaten anything that is common or unclean. For that God replied,
what God hath cleansed that could not become a common food. It is said
the vision was repeated two times to peter became he could not
comprehend the exact meaning of it.

The vision of Peter was for two purposes it was confirmed that Israelites
dietary law was stopped The Jews were eating now freely. They began to
treat the gentiles equally and understand that they were in no way inferior
to them. And Peter also made this point clear before some gentile believers.
As confessed that God showed him not to look down upon others, calling

anyone unclean. o
40 Christian Angelology



Apostle Paul also confessed and declared that all the food is clean for
the people of God. He said this in the book of Romans. Paul humbly
requested the believers not to judge one another because God is the judge
of all.

According to him all are equal and foods are clean all the worlds of
Jesus touched hearts of the believers. They began to eat whatever is available.
They kept the Mosaic Law aside and no way concern to kosher. Regarding
the made of the idols was also proved null and void because the idols had
no life and vision manmade objects. Paul was more concerned about the
strong believers unto might try to harm and check the weak believers in
faith. The strong believers who were following Mosaic Law regarding the
dietary system, we cannot take it for granted, that they did not correctly
understand the bible and the teachings of Christ.

The impact of circumcision:

In Romans 2.28 Apostle Paul clearly pointed out that it is faith and
obedience to God for the identification as the children of God but not the
Mosaic Law. Regarding the circumcision Paul said it was an act of spiritual
purification. He quoted for he is not a Jew who is out word in flesh that is
though a Jewish man is physically circumcised that act does not make him
believer in God by faith and righteousness. If a man undergoes circumcision
when he was only eight days old.

It is no doubt the fulfillment of the Mosaic Law, and the act would
make him to identify himself as a Jew. But this act would not serve the
purpose of salvation. Here Paul worked different types of circumcision that
is pure heart called spiritual circumcision Paul continue his idea in verse 29
about circumcision. “But he is a Jew which is one inwardly and circumcision
is that of the least in the spirit and not in the letter. He added an Israelite
was asked at the time of Jesus he would have said that a Jew was a physical
descendant of first patriarch Abraham an observer of Mosaic Law and
circumcision his opinion about a Jew was that he would have to obey him
in everything as he was a descendant of Abraham. Circumcision for him
spiritually purified in heart the seed of human emotion and conscience
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and Paul emphasized true circumcision was not concerned to the body
but springs from the soul in faith, Love and obedience toward Almighty
God.

The outcome of this is that man required only spiritual circumcision
and physical action was not at all a requirement for salvation. He further
said circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing but keeping in
mind and honoring the Ten Commandants of the Law and not the physical
aspects. If the Jews still unable to understand the aspect or circumcision
and mosaic law Paul advised to such people to look into Galatians 5.6 “For
in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth Anything nor uncircumcision,
but faith which worketh by love”. If anybody thought of circumcision even
after salvation through Christ it is nothing but laughing at the grace of God.
It entangles in such unfortunate souls, Paul somehow brought the topic of
circumcision for discussion and in his address to church members in Galatia
told them whether one was a Jew or gentile God would live in anybody
and people will have everything they needed in Christ for salvation. This is
what Paul wanted to tell the believers. He further explained clearly that
circumcision had a symbol of believers’ new spiritual entry into the eternal
life with Christ.

Conclusion:

Paul put every big question here to the believers of Galatians church.
The question was whether they would get the salvation through the deeds
they accomplish. From the Mosaic Law or through the shedding of the
blood of Jesus Christ. The answer is crystal clear. All have saved through
faith but not works. So the law had nothing to do and no way concern to
the modern Christianity. Yet with all tros and cons the Mosaic Law had its
own importance why because it was initiated by God himself. It was meant
for redemption of humanity from their sin.

But this Mosaic Law could not provide salvation as people were unable
to believe and practice it perfectly. So Paul said but before faith came, we
were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards
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be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we
are no longer under a schoolmaster. (Galatians 3:23-25)

In the above said passage the Pharisees like “keep under and shut
up” are used to describe the life of Mosaic Law. To its credit the law would
work as our school master or as our road map to reach our goal. Now that
goal provided some means and showed redemption. As the goal showed
some means there is no necessity of following the law, which acted like the
school master. That was the appeal of Paul. The fact is that law in the Old
Testament or covenant, appeared to be good, understanding and which
achieved, the good faithfully and effectively. But the new covenant or
testament was replaced by the grace of God. For detailed truth one can
look into the book of Hebrews. There is one more point people have to
understand from the law. On one occasion Jesus was talking with Pharisees
and Sadducees. Just at that time a lawyer came and asked Jesus, what the
great commandment was in the Law. The lawyer actually wanted to know
what the greatest of the law was. Jesus replied “thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, this is
the first great commandment. And the second is thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thy self and these two commandments hang all the laws and prophets.
But Paul quoted a similar law “bear ye one another burdens to fulfill the
law of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 6:2)

All the believers must walk with Jesus with faith, love and humble
submission to the Mosaic Law. By doing so, they would become closer to
the law. Paul’s final answer to this controversial issue was mentioned in the
book of Romans 8:3-4

For what the law could not do in that is was weak. Through the flesh
God sent his own son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin condemned
sin in the flesh. That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us.
Who walk not after the flesh but after the spirit.
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5. THE HOME OF YOUR HEART

‘l only ask one thing from our Lord. This is what | want, let me live in
the Lord’s house all my life” (psalms 27:4).

This topic | am discussing now is purely concerned to the spiritual
matters of the house here is not about the home made of stones, or wood,
or straw with proper plan but it is concerned to the invisible home called
the spiritual home. Just as a physical house that exists for our bodily welfare
a spiritual home is also necessary to take care of our soul. We always think
about a beautiful house with maximum facilities for our mortal body only.
But we rarely think about the house for our soul that leads us finally to our
salvation.

We sometimes forget that our body is mortal and our soul is immortal.
With that idea in our minds, we should not give more importance to bodily
things in this world. Our earthly body remains in a beautiful house where
as our immortal soul will be wandering like a lonely cloud aimlessly over
hills and valleys against the wishes of our God Almighty.

God has His own plan for our soul to live in peace and harmony; He
does not want our soul to roam about thoughtlessly. He wants us to live
with Him in His house because we are His children. We are part and
parcel of our merciful God. As apostle Paul said, “For in him we live and
move, and have our being”(Acts 17:28). Since He is a spirit, He remains
next to us. God Himself is our roof, walls to our house and a true foundation.
He wants to be our mailing address and a reference for anything so that we
can completely depend upon Him and live peacefully.

The promise of His son is “If my people love me, they will obey my
teaching. My father will love them and we will come to them and finally
make our home with them”. For many people this might be a new thought,
because they always take God as a deity and never to dwell with him. We
might think God as a mysterious and miracle maker and not easily
approachable.
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When Jehovah led the children of Israel in the wilderness He stayed
with them night and day. He stayed with them as a cloud during the day
time and as a pillar of light during the night time. So, our merciful God
never leaves us alone. And He promised this in (Mathew 28:20) “I will be
with you always”. Our God is always dependable as He will provide us
perpetual peace. He will be our fire of night and cloud of day. He will
never desert us who believe Him with our faith.

God in heaven does not have any difference between Sunday morning
or Thursday evening. We can approach Him at any time on any day with
our prayer. Prayer is the only weapon by which we can become closer and
more intimate with our God. He desires to talk with us always, irrespective
of time and place. Sometimes, we may neglect and even Forget Him but
He remembers us forever. Therefore through prayer, we can improve our
relationship with God. Apostle Paul advised us to “pray without ceasing”,
then “be constant in prayers “and “pray in the spirit at all times”.

David the man after God’s own heart said “I am asking Yehovah “for
one thing to live with him in his house my whole life long. I will contemplate
his beauty. | will study at his feet. That is the only quiet secure place in a
noisy world.(Psalms 27: 4-5). Then what type of house of God David was
looking for. That means David was yearning to be in the presence of God.
He was longing to be in the house of God. He was a great poet among the
Biblical writers, a great king and also a great killer.

Prayer would bring us ultimate joy. Even Jesus Christ being the son of
God used to pray to His father by going to a lonely place. Through prayer
we can talk with God our father face to face. Some people who are not
habituated to pray might find it difficult to pray in the initial stage. Then
they can mug up the Lord’s Prayer and recite it as and when prayer is
required. And that

Lord’s Prayer is as follows:
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For thine are the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever
Amen. (Matthew 6: 9-13)

“Our father who is in heaven?” with these words Jesus Christ is leading and
inviting us into the house of our Lord, shall all of us follow him?, Let us walk
behind him, so that He will lead us into God'’s living room since our hearts
need a father. After sitting comfortably in the chair in our God’s living room
and if we look at some of the portraits, hanging on the walls, we will certainly
come across the portrait of father and son called the story of prodigal son.

This is one of the moral stories from the New Testament called the
prodigal son. According to the story, the younger son took the share of his
property and went out of the house. He wandered into different places till
all the money was exhausted. He suffered without food for some days. His
last days were so pathetic he even began to eat bran that was given to the
pigs in somebody’s house. He finally repented and decided to go back to
his father’s house not as his son but as one of his servants. He offered his
father not any gift nor explanation but only the smell of pigs and a rehearsal
apology. So, what he said was “Father, | have sinned against God, and
done wrong to you, | am no longer worthy to be called your son”. (Luke
15:21). And added, he was unworthy of his birth right.

He did not like to stay in his father’s house in the capacity of his
second son. So he said demote me, punish me and take my name off the
mail box and my initials off family tree. I am willing to give up my place at
your table. The prodigal son acted his part very well. Though the boy wanted
to stop being his son the father is not willing to stop being a father. When
the father was found the lost son his joy knew no bounds. In his extreme
happiness he even shed tears. Then the father ordered best clothes a gold
ring and shoes immediately for his son. Father also asked his servants to
find out a fat calf to celebrate that happy occasion of the return of that
prodigal son.

The father said, my son was dead but now he is alive again. He was
lost but now he is found. This young man must have stunned at these
words especially
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“My son was dead”. The child might be out of his house but he was
not out of his father’s heart. He must have left the table but he never left
the family. Let us not forget the heart breaking message here. We may be
willing to be called ourselves the children of God. But God is always willing
to call us his children. Basing on this moral story, we may conclude that
God is our merciful father and we are His prodigal sons.

God is addressed by people with different names in the Bible. And
the most familiar name is Father. He also likes to be called so. Even Jesus
called Him father don’t you know that | must be with my father in His
house. Jesus in His prayer said Father | will give you my life. In the gospel of
John alone Jesus repeated this name about 156 times. So, God loves to be
called Father by us. Itis beyond our understanding when Jesus called Jehovah
ABBA. What is a common practice today was unheard of during the days
of Jesus Christ.

“Abba” was an everyday word or homely or a word used in the family.
But it is very strange no Jew was dared enough to use that word in the
family. They never addressed God as Abba. And Jesus Christ also authorized
His disciples to use that word Abba after Him. And also it seemed Jesus
gave them a share in His son ship. Even in our Lord’s Prayer the starting
words are “our father”, reminds us. We are welcomed into the house of
God as we have been adopted by the owner of that house. When we think
about Jesus, He not only forgives us but also adopts us. It must be perhaps
God’s plan to adopt whoever wishes to go to Him.

He would accept us as His sons and then take us into His house and
provide all our needs without our asking. After experiencing all the hospitality
we feel like calling Him “Holy”. We can also call Him “King”. But when we
want to touch Him or pray for our needs we must address Him “Father”.

In the Old Testament God is addressed with many names. Let us try
to understand at least some of His names. If we study carefully, we can find
at least eighty names mentioned in the Bible. Which were given by the
Biblical heroes out of their faith? In the beginning God was known as

Christian Angelology 47



“Elohim”. It is a Hebrew word which means “a strong one or creator”. This
name was repeated at least thirty one times in the first chapter of Genesis
alone. As God revealed Himself to his children, they saw in Him more than
a mighty force. They saw in Him a loving “Father”, when he met them at
the cross roads of their lives.

The next example is about Jacob, who came to see God as “Jehovah Raah”.
Which means a caring shepherd. Jacob told his family members as he was
talking with God, “You had led me all my life”. This is no doubt a compliment
about God. Because Jacob was a less than comparative sheep. God blessed
him and finally his children were taken as God’s chosen people called
Israelites. Jacob was not at all a well behaved man and a worthy candidate
to the comparison of the other Biblical heroes in order to give him a good
shepherd awarded yet God gave him food at the time of famine and
forgiveness. If anybody questions him how God was, he would simply say
‘Jehovah raah” which means “a caring shepherd”.

Regarding Abraham, God blessed him plentifully than all other Bible
heroes. Yet he called God “Jehovah Jireh”, which means “God will provide”.
Actually, his life was quite peaceful in “Ur”. But God asked him to leave
that place and go to Canaan, the land of milk and honey that God promised
to his descendants. When people questioned him, how he could live in
that strange place, he simply answered, God will provide. Such strong faith
and belief Abraham had towards God. His family members seemed to have
worried about him, but he was never disturbed.

The final test of Abraham’s faith was the sacrifice of his son Isaac.
One day God asked Abraham, to sacrifice his only son for Him on the
Mount Moriah. Without any feeling or doubt he went to the spot with all
the necessary things. Then Abraham asked his son Isaac to lean on the
sacrificial altar. And when he was about to cut Isaac, God asked him to stop
and provided a lamb for that sacrificial purpose. Abraham did the sacrifice
and saved his only begotten son from the death. That was the faith of
Abraham.
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So, to his credit Abraham had some titles. He was called father of
many nations. He was called the father of circumcision. He was called the
father of righteousness. He was called the father of faithful etc.

When his son enquired about the lamb for the sacrifice, Abraham
replied “Jehovah Jireh “. That means “God is the provider”.

The next man God wanted to bring to the lime light from Bible was
the most insignificant fellow “Gideon”. One day, God sent His angel to
Gideon with a message. He was asked by the angel to save Israelites from
the cruel lands of Medianites. Because they became a constant threat to
them. God wanted to use this common man to achieve His goal. Then
Gideon made some troublesome sacrifice at the place where he met the
angel and called that place “Jehovah Shalom” which means “peace be
unto you”. He thought for some time that he would die because he had
seen God face to face. But God gave him confidence he would not die, as
He was with him.

This example gives the idea that we can do anything and everything
as long as God is at our back and push us forward. God will always encourage
us to do that kind of impossible things possible, by putting in us confidence
that leads us to improve faith on Him. Thus He gives us a wonderful gift the
gift of peace at all times and on all occasions including peace of good
understanding. The same peace God gave to David after he showed him
the giant Goliath for fighting. God gave the same peace to Saul who became
Paul later by showing him the Gospel. God gave peace to Jesus Christ also
by showing Him the cross. Now He gave the same peace to Gideon after
he won the war and brought peace to Israel from the enemy.

And much might be said about the faithful servant of God called
Moses. He carved the name of God as Jehovah Rophe. For this we can find
the English translation in Exodus 15.26 as “I am the Lord who heals you”.
About one and half million Israelites followed Moses into the desert land.
Their jubilation over liberation soon became their frustration, due to their
condition of dehydration.
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These Israelites walked for a few days in that barren desert and came
to a lake. The water in it appeared to be dirty, blackened bitter and
dangerous.

Moses saw the situation that they were grumbling among themselves
for water. And he cried unto God. But God showed him a tree nearby
when he begged for water. He must have thrown away the tree into the
water out of curiosity. The water became pure and perfect. All of them
drank that water and quenched their thrust and the Almighty was glorified.
In this case God Himself revealed his name | am the Lord Who heals you.
He is also called Jehovah Nisei. Which means the Lord is my banner. The
banner in the battle field has its own importance. When the battle was
going on seriously and when a soldier was left alone in helpless condition,
he would raise his banner to indicate the position.

In the same way when the Amalekites attacked Israelites on their
way to the Promised Land, Moses went up to the top of the mountain and
prayed to God. As long as Moses raised his hands, Israelites were in success.
Whenever he put his hands down the Amalekites won the battle. He
understood the situation. He was not an ordinary man and God was with
him. He kept his hands raised continuously and the Amalekites ran away
from the battle field.

After that Moses built an altar and chiseled a name of God on a
stone. It was called Jehovah Nisei which means the Lord is my banner.
These few names are mentioned here to understand His character. And let
us see how far these names are applicable to our daily life.

Elohim the great one creator. We can depend upon Him for anything
in our life. When you are anxious about provision, then talk to Jehovah
Jireh, He will provide you what is needed in critical conditions.

If the challenges are too big for you to tackle then seek the help of
Jehovah Shalom. The Lord will give you the peace.

If your body is sick of something which is unbearable then Jehovah
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rapha. The Lord will heal you and take care of you. If you are a soldier
struck up in a dangerous situation look at Jehovah Nisei. The Lord is your
banner; you can take shelter in Him.

So God is the shepherd, who guides you, the Lord who brings peace,
in the storm, the physician who heals the sick and the banner that guides
the soldier. Let us understand how God wants to reveal Himself in His
blessings. Two heavy hearted disciples were on their way to Emmaus. It
was the resurrection Sunday. Jesus’s body was still in grave. They were
lamenting that Jesus would save Israel from the Roman rule and also from
the taxes. Though the disciples moved with Him for three years they did
not correctly understand Him and the purpose of His coming into this
world. He had come to deal with the people regarding the sin and death
but not to deal and free Israel from the Roman rule.

Both were wrong in their thinking. They missed the main purpose of
His coming into this world and His death. That Sunday would have been
the happiest day for them, had they understood the real purpose of His
death and the resurrection. They did not understand the will of God. So
they were in despair. God has a will for us. He said “I have good plans for
you, not plans to hurt you; | will give you a hope and good future” (Jeremiah
29.11). He is willing to receive you into His house and discuss with you
certain important matters concerning eternal life or salvation etc.

God is asking you to meet Him sit with Him and clarify all your
doubts that are hiding in your heart. God has plenty of time at His disposal.
You come and seek the will of God. In our prayer, if you say They will be
done, it means we are seeking the heart of God. The word “will” means a
strong desire. The study is what we can learn and what God wants us to
learn. Our God is the God with open mind and with open heart. He is not
the God of confusion. That is what He was doing on the road of Emmaus
with the two disciples. They witnessed the process of the death of Jesus for
some time and left that place with empty heads. Then they packed their
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bag and baggage and left that place. They headed towards Emmaus and
Jesus met them on the road.

It is really wonderful that Jesus met the disciples on the same road.
How does he reveal His will to us. You may be surprised at this simple
process; God wants to reveal His will through the believers. Jesus spoke to
women on the first Easter and in turn they spoke to us. He spoke to believers
through believers. He wanted to reveal Himself and His will through the
people of God.

One day God Himself reveals to you through the church. He will
reveal to you through the word of God. In spite of their continuous touch
with Jesus the disciples disregarded his word. It was their second mistake.
They did not care to look into the Scripture. They listened to their fears
only. But Jesus appeared to them after resurrection and corrected them
with the Bible. He warned them that they were foolish enough in not
believing what is said by the prophets in the scripture.

In the words of the prophets Jesus must suffer persecution, then He
must be crucified and then on the third day He must raise from the grave.
This is all written in the Bible but the disciples were not aware of it. “Through
the words of prophets, He used scripture to reveal His will. This is the Gods
will that | should raise up those who have given me” (John 6.39).

It is Gods will that you be born again that you be born not of the will
of flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1.13). It is not God’s will
that one little one perish. (Matthew 18.14). It is my father’s will that everyone
who sees the son and believes on Him at the Last day.(John 6.40). It is
God’s will that all people of the world should be saved when you come
across two roads you must think wisely which road would lead to the
kingdom of God. His general will provides us with guidelines which help us
to understand His specific will for our individual life.

The disciples at last begged Jesus to stay with them because it was
already night and Jesus stayed with them. We can also understand the will
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of God by spending more time in his presence. The key to knowing the
heart of God is by having relationship with Him, a personal relationship as
God spoke to Moses through the burning bush. That does not mean all of
us should go to a bush nearby and wait for God to come out of that bush
and speak with us. God used a fish to correct Jonah who was asked by God
to go to Nineveh city with a message. But Jonah was reluctant to go to that
city and planned to go to Joppa. Finally he was thrown into the sea and a
fish was arranged to swallow Jonah. That does not mean all of us should go
to a sea shore and wait for a fish to come out of water and swallow us. Jesus
followed the disciples up to Emmaus but pretended as if He had to go
further. That does not mean Jesus was not willing to stay with people who
would not invite Him at all with their hearts. Our Lord would be waiting for
our invitation always.

Please remember one technical point in this context. Jesus allowed
them to recognize Him only after He was properly invited to stay with
them that night. There is one final way God would reveal Himself. That IS
THROGH THE FIRE OF God. When they saw who He was and recognized
Him. He disappeared. They felt like a fire burning in their hearts, when
Jesus talked with them on the road and explained the scripture to them.
They knew they had been with Him because of the fire with in them.

God reveals His will by setting a torch to your soul. He gave Jeremiah
a fire for hard hearts. He gave Nehemiah a fire for a forgotten city. He set
Abraham on fire for a land he had never seen. He set Isaiah on fire with a
vision he could not resist. Forty years of wilderness wanderings did not
douse the passion of Moses.

Jericho city could not slow Joshua and Goliath did not deter David.
There was a fire burn