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ITEMS in ERRATA and certain subsequent approved

amendments were incarporated. '

Meaning of term applicable wherever nacessary to imply :

a) read ‘she’ in the place of ‘he’; ‘her’ in the place of 'his’ or
"him’ etc.

b) In the place of ‘laymen’ substitute ‘laity’

c) In the place of ‘Chairman’ substitute ‘Chairperson’

Substitute :

i) Words “Andhra Pradesh Council of Churches” for
‘Andhra Christian Council’

ii) Words ‘National Counci! of Churches in India’ for
‘National Christian Council’. ' :

iii) Words ‘United Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Indig’
for ‘Federation of Evangelical (utheran Churches in
India’.

iv) Words ‘' Gurukul Lutheran Theological College and
Research Institute” for "Gurukul College’.

v) Words ‘Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’ for
‘Lutheran Church in America’

vi) Words.‘Division for Globa! Mission’ for ‘Board of Worid
Missions’ or “Division for World Mission and Ecumenism'



- PART |

The Andhra Evanpefinhl kutitom

mppe——————

. The name of this society is "“The Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church”.

il. The objects of the sociéty are :

1. To preserve and extend the teachings of the Gospel of
Christ and to administer His sacraments

2. To conserve and express the unity of the Christian faith

3. To establish the Church of Christ and extend His
kingdom by :

a-

b
c.
d

Training teachers and preachers
Supporting and carrying on mission work
Maintaining schools and seminaries

Maintaining discipline among the members of the
Church

4. To hold, manage, purchase, sell, leass, rent, mortgage
or otherwise deal with property as shall be good and
proper. .

{ll. The names, addresses, and descriptions of the governing
body of the society are : |

1. Rev. R. M. Dunkelberger, missionary, Rajahmundry.
President. '

2. Rev. P. Paradesi, pastor,. Rajahmundry, Vice.-Presiq_ent
3. Mr. S. Bhushanam, headmaster. Tarlupadu, secretary.
4. Rev. | Cannady, missionary, Guntur, Treasurer.

* Regiétration under the Societies Registration Act 1860. effected
April 21, 1932 A



V.

MEMORA-NDUM OF ASSOCIATION OF THE A. E. L. CHURCH

ﬁev. P. B. Paul, pastﬂh

it
%ionary, Tallapudi

ERNal; iffsey; Narasaraopet.
Mr. M, Samuel headmaster Peddapuram

Rev. E. Neudoerffer, missionary, Rajahmundry
Rev. L.A. Gotwald, missionaty, Chirala

We, the several persons whose names and addressss are
given in paragraph 3 above, are desitous of : ‘being forrfied
into a society in pursuance of this Memorandum of Associa-

tion:

1.

n AW N

- 2‘

R. M. Dunkelberger 6. A.F.A. Neudoerffer
(signed) ‘ (signed)

P. Paradesi e 7. Lilith Schwab:

S. Bhushanam ,, 8. M. Samuel v

I. Cannaday ,, - 9. E. Neudoerffer .,

P. B. Paul . 10. L. A. Gotwald ,

Witnesses to the above signatures :

Martin Henry. clerk, Guntur, Indian Christian, son of

P. V. Paul

Helen C. Cannaday ‘21st April 1932



R et
THE RULES OF ASSOCIATION . -
" (CONSTITUTION)

The Andhra Evangelical ‘Lutheran Church

PREAMBLE

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and bf_,the Holy
Spirit. Amen. 3 ' '

Having been called by the Gospel and made partakers of the

grace of God, and by faith members of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, and through Him of one another, we, members of evangelical
‘Lutheran congregations in India, recognizing our duty as people of
God to make the inner unity which we have with one another mani-
fest in the common confesssion, defence and maintenance of our
faith and in united efforts for the extension’ of the Kingdom of
God at home and abroad: realizing the vastness of the fiald
that God has assigned us for our labours in this land and the
greatness of the resources within our beloved Church which _are
only feebly employed for- this-purpose, conscious of our need
-of mutual assistance and encouragement; and relying upon the
Promise of the divine Word that He who hath begun this work
will perfeét it until the day of Jesus "Christ, do hereby unite
in ‘this Andhra” Evangelical Lutheran, Church. :

. Furthérmore,” we do now invite and, until such end be
obtained, ¢ontinue to invite all evangdlical Christian congregations
andpbodieis' inindia, one with us in the faith, to unite with us in
one Christian Church in India, ' |

ARTICLE . NAME AND AREA

.‘Se'c. l Thé namef‘and title _of the body organized under
these Rulgs of Association (Constitution) shall be the Andhra
Evangelical Lutheran. Church- and/or its successors in interest,

. [

| The.‘bodwi'-.he_'reii,nafter .described ‘ag ‘this Chureh’, or as ‘the

‘A. E*“miﬁl’”’!ﬁﬁ“‘hﬂ"m “the:Andhra Evangelical Lutherah Church

and [-or- %qq’essoikf_"id intehest, - | |
~ Seclig, ”lﬁs. work' shall 'be .cartied on . in Andhra Pradesh
‘and such 'othér",pla_cqs_@s-_.thiﬁ.@hurgh_, ghall determine.




4 CONSTITUTION OF THE A.E. L. cuuacu ART. 11, Il
ARTICLE 1K CQ_NFESSION OF FAITH

 Sec. L Thrs ChUrch confesses Jesus Christ as Lord of, the
Church. The Hbly - Spint creéiaes ‘and sustains the Church
through the Gospel- ;ar;q tHereby unites believers with thelr
Lord and with one another in _the fellowship of faith.

Sec. 2, This Church holds that the Gospel is the revelaticn
of God's sovereign will and saving grace in Jesus Christ. In
Him, the Word Incarnate, God imparts Himself to men,

Sec. 3. This Church acknowledges the Holy Scriptures as
‘the standard and rule for the faith and fife of the Church. The
Holy Scriptures are the divinely inspired record of God's
redemptive- act in Christ, for which the Old Testament prepared
the way and which the New Testament proclalms

Sec. 4. This’ Church accepts the Aposties, the Nrcene and
the Athanasian Creeds as important statements of the faith of the
Church; accepts the Unaltered Augsburg :Confession ancg‘Luther 8
Small Catechism as true witness to the Gogpel; ‘and ¥ck#Bwledges
its unity in faith with afl churches that accept the tea{:; ng' "
confessions; and accepts the qu!ogy of’ the Augslay"rg Ca5 e' sion,
the Smalcald Articles, Luther’s Large Catechrsm and the Forrr'lula
- of Concord as further valid mterpretatlons of the Church s -faith.

ARTICLE 1I1.- OBJECT‘S‘ AND ‘DUTIES ;

:8ec. I. In accordance with fthe Confession of faith get
-forth in Article I, this CHurch: recogmzes that all poiver in the
Church belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the
Church; that Ha has commrtted -duties and powers to- her for the
furtherance of the Gospel: through the word and sjcraments;
and that these duties and powers are normaily exercrsed through
* congregations and mrnisters. ; A

Sec. 2, THEREFORE THIS CHURCH lS ORGANIZED: !
a, to safaguard and - ‘extend the pure preaching of the
~ Gospel and the right administration of the sacraments.

. to gather into the .fellowship of its . congregations those'

‘who .respond ‘In faith ‘to the call of the Gospel end'
nurture them n the faith through that- fellowship.




CONSTITUTION OF THE A, E. L. CHURCH - ART. i 8

t0 make manifest the unity which exists among all
believeris__; in the true faith, o -

to give particular diligence to fostering and expressing
unity with Evangelical Churghes. in India and throughout
the World that share the faith and mission of the Andhra
E\ian'gelical Lutheran Church, especially with the United
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in india and the Lutheran
World Federation, SR R —
To seek union among Churches of various denominations
in India and to that end, to promote and work for, and
establish union with other Churches in India.

To seek to accomplish thess purposes by :

1. training of ministers and teachers to be witnesses of
the Word, and maintaining discipline -among them.

2. establishing Christian congregations.

3. supporting home. inner and world missions and
~ diaspora work, o

‘4. fostering and guiding practices of -worship which are
;.edityjng. o - S o
5. preparing, bublishing and' distributing such literature

as thjs Church may deem good for its edification and
for the spread of the Gospel: o

6. having genera;} oversight and control of ali evangelistic,
congregational, medical, educational, industrial, agricul--
tural, finercitil, welfare and other types of work within
the p g@e}tg of this Church. :_, .

7. acting in and through the synods. for the prope
administration of its work entrusted to them. =~

8. establishing an executive council, boards and such
other agencies as are deamad appropriate. to carry out
~ assigned responsibilities. L

‘9. estimating financial needs for the su’pbort' .of apprdved_.‘

“

work of this Church, as well as soliciting, receiving
and disbursing funds for such work, o

~ 10, deciding all questions of doctrine and life on the basis

of tha Holy Scripturesin accordanco with the Confession -
- -of Faith -of this Church, | o B




6 CONSTITUTION OF THE A, E. L. CHURCH - ART. v

1_1_._-,9_nt'qrihg :i'nttl;‘;"@latio‘ris' with ‘other Lutheran -church
bodies and with other evangelical ‘churches for the
\ furtherance of the Gospel of. our Lord.

12. participating‘ “in. co-operative organizations among
Christian Churthes in. India, such as the Bible Society,
the Christian Literature Society, the National Missio-
‘nury Socisty, the National Christian Council and the
Andhra Pradesh Ckhristian Council.

13. @ante-ring “into negot,iatiof\s‘ for Church union with other
Christian churches 'in India. | |

ARTICLE IV. MEMBERSHIP

Sec. I, a. The Andhra Evangelical Lutheran. 'Church shall
' consist of the Lutheran congregations, including its
ministers, of Andhra Pradesh and such other places as
this Church shall détermine. Those congregations shall
consist of all baptized persons who are within the

A

‘geographical area and who have their names on the

roll of those congregations.

b. Any other congregation, . group of congregations " or
Church- which accepts the constitution and _by-laws
of this Church, including its Confession of Faith, and
which applies for membership in this, Church through
the concerned synod's executive_I_L;.;f(':q.pi;r’r}ittee may be
‘accepted into membership by action of the Executive
Council. -~ ‘ '

- €. Any minister from another Church ‘who accepts. the’
" constitution and’ by-laws of this Church, including its
. Confession of Faith, and who applies . for reception
into ‘this Church shall' appear before ' the  examining
sommittes, unless this requirement is waived as
provided in the by-faws; and may be admitted to this
Church by action of its Executive Council ‘upon the.
recommendation 6f the examining committee.



CONSTITUTION OF THE A. E. L. CHURCH « ART. |V 7

Sec. 2. CONGREGATIONS AND PARISHES

a. Congregations ofllh'i‘s,'f"'.‘_Church, through the parishes

which they comprise, have membership and privileges
in the A, E. L. Church and in its synods and shall
abide loyally by the enactments of these bodies.

Lay delegates who represent parishes in conventions
of the synods to which they belong shall be chosen by
the parishes in accordance with the procedure laid down
in the by-laws of the synods. Each synod shall act
for its member Congregations and ministers in electing

delegates to 'epresent them in conventions of this
Church,

In case of strife or division, if any part of a parish or con-
gregation of this Church rejects any part of Confession of
Faith of this Church or refuses to abide by the constitution,
by-laws or enactments of the A. E. L. Church and | or its
successors in interest, or of the synod of which the parish
Or- congregation is a member, that part of the parish
or congregation, whether a Majority or a minority of its
membership, which continues in unity with the Andhra
Evangelical Lutheran Church and / or its successors in
interest and its faith. abiding by the constitution, by-
laws and enac'ments of this Church and of the concerned
synod, shall be recognized as the lawful parish or con-
gregation and shall continue in possession of all the
property af the parish or congregation.

If a parish or congregation of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church disbands, ceases or fails to maintairn
religious worship of services according to the tenets and
usages of the Lutheran Church; or departs from member-
ship in the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church without
the consent of this Church; or refuses to abide by the
copstitution, by-laws or enactments of the Andhra Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church and / or its successors in interest;’

orso decreases in numbers or financial strength as tg

render it impracticable for the parish or congregation to

‘fulfil the purposes for which it was organized or tg

protect its assets from waste and deterioration, the Andhta



Sec.

Sec.

a.
1.

CONSTITUTION OF THE A. E.’L. CHURCH - ART. IV

Evangelical Luthdran Church and | or its successors in
interest.shall have the rightito; 1ake charge and' control
of all property of: the, pansh or. congregation and there-
after to hold and managa the same at the discretion of
the Church.

3. SYNODS

This Church shall be divided into administrative units
called synods whose number and boundaries shall be as
laid down in the c_\onstitution and by-laws for synods.

Membership of each of these synods shall consist of
the congregations lying within their respective boun-
daries. including the ministers of this Church in each
of these synods. (For purposes of this constitution
and the by-laws appended hereto. the term ‘’“member’
or ‘“membership’ shall refer to the relationship of an
individual or a body to another more inclusive body and
shall not be equivalent to the terms ‘‘delegate’’ or *‘dele-
gateship’. The term ‘“’delegate’’ shall refer to a person
or representative sent by, or acting for the member indivi-

duals or bodies in a ¢onvention made up of such
delegates.)

4, MINISTERS
Ministerium

The ordained ministers of the A. E, L. Church, whether, in
active service or not, who are on the clergy roll of this
Church as defined in the by-laws of the A. E. L. Church shall
constitute the ministerium of this Church, of which body
the president of the Church shall be the chairman.

One-half of the number of such ministers shall constitute a
quorum of the ministerium : '

It shall be the duty of the ministerium :

(a) To atford an opportunity for the ministers to confer
together on ecclesiastical, spiritual and other matters.

(b) To perform any other task. committed to it by the

convention or Executwe Council of the A, E L.
Church.



" CONSTITUTIONOF THE A. E. L. CHURCH .~ ART. IV 8

B,

1. Every. ministetial rogthbiors of his:Chorely shall hold -his
membership dirastly BB G hurch.

%~ Candidates for theglogical training.shal) ba selegted by the
[F¥acutive Gouncil ‘of this Chuich in accordange with ‘the
Procedure sgt forth in the by-laws of this Church.

3. This Church shall define the standards.of acceptance into
and continuance-in its ministry and'shall administar these
In-accordance with the by-laws 6f the A. E; L. Church.

4. Ordained ministers of thy A, E. L. Church ghall be amen-
able 1o the.falth and practice of the A. E. L. Ghurch, serving
under the administration of the synod to which ftiey are
gssigned.

6. * A minister shall serve as pastor of :the. parish to which he
is assigned by the synod. '

6. A minister is a member of the congregation, in the piac;e_._‘af
his residence. : '
-¢. Discipline.

1. Re'sponéibi‘lity for the discipline of ministers of this :Church
Is vested in the A. E.L. -CGhurch and procedura for casag of

such discipline shall be as \aid.down in the by-taws of the-

A. E; L. Church. g )

2 ‘-Mi_his'tefs shall ‘be Hable to discipline for the ‘following
offences : ‘ | \ |
(a) Preaching or teaching doctrines in conflict with the

Confession of Faith as set forth' in this constitution

-or--being a: member ofan organization which holds

teachings to be true that-are in conflict with: the, said
confession, S :

- (B) Conduct incompatible with moral putity " or with the
. Sharpcter of "the' ministerial office, =~ 7 T "

(6], Willt disregard or violation . of the capstitution, by—

5 o 1Y, Q0 ena %’mﬁ- ofthe A, E. L, Ghurch or of the
-synod of which

i ‘5" # ministerIs 4 momber.

T T

2

L]
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CONSTITUTION :OF THE A. E. L. CHUR®H - ART. V
ARTICLE V. CONVENTIONS
1. REGULATIONS:GOVERMING THE COMPOSITION OF

. THE CONVENTIGN HFFHE A. E. L. CHURCH .

A convention'6f the 'Andhra’ Evangelical Lutheran Church
shall 5_6 qompo_‘sed-of_"é)cofficib delegates and of clé’i‘ibaf}and-
lay delegates elected to a term of two biénniums {see by-
laws of the A.E.L. Church, Art. |. Sec. 4) by:the:synods and
parishes in accordance with the provisions of the sections
following and.of the by-laws of the -Andhra ‘Evangelical
Lutheran Church. To'the first convention held under this
constitution the synods shall'elect half of. thd lay delegates
and half of the clerical delegates to one Biennium  and the
other half of the ldy dalegates and of the clerical dslegates
to two bienniums to initiate provisions for contifiuity in
the convention, which continuity shall afterward:be mainta-
ined.

The by-laws shall provide :

That the number of clerical delegates listed in the by-laws -
of the A. E. L. Church, Art, |.-Sec. I. a., shall be‘in . propor-
tion to-the number of congregations in each synod.

That the number of lay delegates listed in the by-laws of tte
A. E. L. Church Art. . I. Sec; Lb, shall be in- proportion to
the number of baptized Christians in each -synod. |

" That .At‘here-mav.'be_addition,al‘ delegates: .f;ém,pal_"ishe_s that
. give 309, of their annual offerings to 'the Suvartha Dhana

Nidhi fund of the A. E L. Church.

At the time of his elaction a delegate- r'nus-tihave completed

- twanty-five years ..of age. must be a-confirmed member in

good standing.in a. congregation: of -the. synod. which he
represents, must .be one who' contributes. to the 'work or

his parish and church as defined in the by-laws of parishes,

of synods and of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church;
and must be.a resident of that synod. He ngad not be a .

‘delegate to the sykod’ corivention. ‘A pastor o transnfer
* from syriod to synod shill be considered 1o 'be a resident

of the synod to Which'tie & transfered. -

i



CONSTITUTION OF THE A.'E. L. CHURCH-ART, V 11

.c. If aclerical or Iay,_;QQigg;g;ge;,;iusr.;.;@];ag;gq;z-,by;. a .synod:tao the
‘convention -of the AxEil. Church, and.:subsequently_ is
transferred or moves td ‘anothier:part.of: the .same synod, he
shall.retain his position as §dalegate to the .conyvention ! off
the A. E. L. Church from'the synod which . elected him. 1f
he is transferred or moves to another synod he shall cease
to be a delegate to the convention of the A. E..L, Church),
his &lternate shall becoms the regular delegate and';another

“alternate shall be elected by the synod. =

d. An alternate shall be elected for each clerical and lay
delegate in accordance with:the provisions of thé by#aws
If adélegate is unable to atterid any convention for any
temporary cause, ‘the alternate shall attend that convention
only. If the delegate for any reason loses his delegateship
or is-declared ineligible to serve, the alternate shall become
the regular delegate for the rest of that term and another.
alternate shall be elected by the concarnad synod.

e. - For the purpose of representation to-th convention of the
A.E.L. Church as provided -above and in; the by-laws
@ppended hereto, a congregation shall have been recognized
as.a congregation by action of the Executive Council in
accordance with the provisions of the by-laws, |

f. The presidant, tha vice-president, the - secratary and ‘the
treasurer of this Church shall be exofficio delegatgs to tbe

.convention as long as jthey remain in office,

g. 'T_‘h_ev' Executive Council. may give to fraternal 'delegates
commissi_on or representative! from other Churches or
- church-related organizations seat and voice in ths conven-

* tion but no vote. o "

. -./Se_gc‘,' 2, A regular convention of this.Church shall be held

‘blennially at the time . and place determined by the -Executive
Council. . | : ‘

Sec. 3. Special convention or this Church shall be called

for specified purposes by the president at the ‘tequest of two
. thirds of-the members of the Executive ‘Council or at the
written request of one-third "of the convention: delegates, A



12 tbﬂ,ﬁ'm’ﬂ’l’m ‘OF THE A\ 5, t GHERBH:ART V
sgizites <shall bé the delegates

such a spadlal%di;g‘ .
to the most technt. ¥ fﬁﬁ CRRVATtIon! provided -that- they have

not ‘been disqualifiedarigyibeatl.- Atsuch a spacial eonvention
no- business shall -be-brodgtit. tefors the Gonvention other than
that ‘specifiéd irmthe hotice of the meetifiy, except with the
-oonseéiit of thres:fourtts ol the delegatss  piesent.

- . . Do e wid ..
Sec.. 4. At any. convention a.majority. of the delegates
shall constitute a quorum: '

Sec. 5. Notice of the time and place of all conventions
.sha;l{< be given to_all delegates by, the president . at least four
. weeks in advance for regular conventions, and at [east. two weeks
in advance for spacial conventions. Postal certificate of posting
or..acknowledgement -of focal delivery of such notice shall
constitute. adequate proof of.notice and failure of delegates to
receive such proven notice shall not invalidate the proceedings
of any convention. : ' . -

Sec. 6. The agenda and programme for all conventions
of this Church. shall be determined by the Executive - Council.
At the time of the converition other* matters” miay be brought
before the convention ‘with the consent of three-fourths of the
delegates present.

Sec. 7. DUTIES AND POWERS .OF THE CONVENTION
a. It shall be the duty of the -.convention: . - ,

1. to eldbt such- officers, - meribbes ‘6 the - Executive

Council, of boards and of other bodies, and - represen-

tatives a$ thjs- constitution and its. by-laws reduire.

2. to receive and consider the reports. of the president,

- of the Executive Council and.of the boards of this

" Church.. S - -

8. To rovidw the work of -thd" Exétutive ‘Cogfitil' and

. of thib byaids of the' Shurkh dehis  during thié' piévitus

biennium, having particular ‘requnsihilitv“":“’"’BFF-"“fhe,,

farmation .of . new_policy, the undertaking.of new -

-, Work and the curtallment or closure. of old. work;

... 4. 7o advise, the Executive -Gouncik- the syrods akd the

A d O FVER S



CONSTITUTION. OF THE A.JE; L. CHURCH ART: Vi), - 43

‘8. To -amend: this:copstjtution. in. agcordance with the
procedure set forth - in:Aflic| of:this :constitution.

6i.- TG Corisitdr such othertmattsrs-as may be outlined
In-itd-constitution and by-laws.

- B: ‘The'exécutive power ¢f this Church shall be Vested

- i 8 officérs, in thé Ekécutive Council nd in the

‘botitds of ‘the Chureh, si bject: 16 this constitation and
s By:1Aivs: .
ARTICLE. VI. PROPERTY AND TRUSTEES.

- 88¢. 1. This Church shall bs the holding body for all
properties acquired by purchase with funds raised locally or
otherwise; by ~@ift, alienation or otherwise. in any manner
Wﬁifébé'\ié?;;gﬁby. transfér from the Council of the India Mission
of the utheran Church in Amsrica (hereinafter described as the
Councll) to_ this Chuich by ordsr and direétion of ‘the now
called the Bivision for World Mission and Ecumenism of the
Luthéran Church iii -America. Such properties shall be régistered
in the name of The. Andhra Evangelical Lutharan Church., All
property rights ‘are and shali be vested in the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran' Church:.

Sec. 2. The triStees of this Chiirch shdil bs thé president
the  vice-predident ‘#and  the - treasurer of the Church. Al
dogurfisits raldting - to' and &ffecting the property-of thé Church
§Hall B8 takén ‘and stahd in the riame of this Church., All -
dcuments relating 1S thé proprties of the Church shall be
BXxd6tted by ths. tréasuier of the Church and-one of the othar
trustees fof -and on be1alf of the ' Chureh. Thé trustees
shall -Haveé no power.of ‘management of tne funds Qr - property
‘of the Church, . - .: o

| - .. ARTICLE VIl OFFICERS N

See.... 10 The'officers -of this-Church shall be a president, a
‘Vick:ptedident. a:secrdtary and - a treasurer. < < . -

I e S R TP SAFS IS e L 1w . : o

‘Sec..2. THEPRESIDENT .. ..

&, .. . The president: shall. be:.an ordained minister of this
. Church:with. at: least fifteen years. of ordained.,service, -of
« o Awbieh = fiver. years- shall be parish sarvice.. - The provision

@n Ty

i
i
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.CONSTITUTION' OF THE A.E:L. CHURCH-ART. VII°

- relating 1o the mlmmumf ordaine‘d :servic' of fifteen years,

of which five yeats: shall be parish service; -shall not apply

. to ordained missionaries. He shall -be -a full-time officer,

shall be elected to a term of four. years -and shall take office
on June first fol!owmg his election. If however; the election
of a president has not taken place before. May thirty-first
of the year in which such election should . be .held, the
term of the president shall cease on May. thirty-flrst the
administration sha!l be conducted as provided in the
constitution of the A. E. L. church, Art. Xill and the newly
elected president shall take ofhce ‘within.fifteen days after
his election. .

The president nead not be a delegate to' .the convention of
the A. E. L. Church at the time of his elettiori. He shall
be at least 45 years of age. He shall not be eligible for
election after he has completed sixty-one years of age nor-
may he continue in office after he has completed’ sixty-five
years of age. He shall be eligible for reelection provided
he has not completed sixty-ons years of ege at the time .of
such election.

b. The procedurs forelection shall be as 'tollo'ws :

1.

‘:2I

3.

At the convention of this Churuh at which .the president

+ of the A.E L. Church is to be elected under. “Election of
President”” in the order of business, the delegates shall
give attention to the reading of 1 Tumothy 3:-1-7 and
Titus 1:5-9 and shall then spend some time .in prayer:for
the guidance of God in the matter_ ‘before them.

Thea shall follow the declaration set forth in the by-laws
of the A. E. L. Church; Art. XH, Sec. 4. '

The Committee on Nominations and Credennals of the-
convention shall prepare, prior to the covent:on. -and
submit to the .Executive Council for scrutiny a Jist of all
_ ordained ministers of this Church who "have had at least
fifieen years of ordained service, of which five years shall -
be parish service, and ‘who. will -not -have completed
- sixty-one years of age by the time' of theelection: of the .
president.  The provision . relating: to:the minhnun idrdained
service of fifteen years, of which five years shall be.



CONSTITUTION: OF THE A.E.L. CHURCH-ART, VIl .

parish service, shall not apply 10- zprdaj;ng_c_l-‘-- -missiongries.
The Executive Council shall: thef' present this list to the

4. Eachdelegate to -that convention shall then ‘proceed to
‘nominate by 'written ballot three ordained ministers whose
names have been included in the list mentioned in
paragraph 3 above.

B. The names of all persons so nominated: shall be reported
to the.convention in the order of votes received. Further
consideration shall be limited to the highest five in

6. Edch ddlegate to the convention shall then indicate on a
second written ballot the order of .preference Which he
+gives to-thess five names, marking them five, four, three,
two and. one respectivaly. Any ballot not -so marked
shall be.invalid. (n counting the tellers shall add . the
Aumbers assigned to the names and shall report them
to the conventian beginning with the name raceiving
the highest total, followed in ordar by those receiving
lower totals ‘in sequence. The one receiving the highest
total- shall_be declared president of the. A, E. LsChurch.

€. In case of a vacancy in 'the “office of president a new

- president -shall  be elected by a convention of the A.E, L.

 Churéh to 'be held: within -nine months after the .vacancy
occuried. He''shall be electéd to' the unexpired term
according to the procedure :laid down in Sec 2. above.
In the interim the wvice-president of . the Church shall
- act as, president, .. L S

Sec. 3. The “vice-presidént of the FA.‘E. L. Charch shall
. be an ordained’ minister of this Church' and shall be:elected
by : the "cdns’ra"n"tibﬁ”-‘f‘?\f_iém - among the ordained :ministers. of
the A E. L. ‘Church -on*the list of pordained ministers presented
' t6 “the’ tdnvention'as-provided in-Art;- VIl Sec 2, b.3. above,
" Sec. 4. The secretary of the A.E. L. Church “shall be

elected by the_ convention from the lay persons who are of

good standing-in_ a’ gongregation and ‘who’ have contributed
to the work of th‘eir‘.‘pa"iis"ﬁ"hﬁd the 'Suvartha ‘Dhana’ ‘Nidhi fund



18 'CONSTITUTI’ON OF IHEI-A-'E.IQCHUR‘CH-AHT\ vil

of the. Church.:as .required i in tha by-!aws .of. . parishes, of
synods and .of the; A. ,E g P Church .

Sec. 5. Tha vice- prestdent and the secretary shall bis élected
biennially at a regular convention .and shall serve. until tha-
conclusion of the next regular biennjat conventgon of the Andhra
Evangelical Lutheran Church. ‘ =

a. The method of election of the vice-pre':éldgnt and the secre-
tary shall be as follows :

1. Under ‘Election of : Officers’ in the order of business

i - after the election of the presudent a free bailot shall_ be

taken from the list menttoned in Sec. 3 abova:for vice-

president. and for secretary. from the lay pgrsons as
mentigned-in Sec. 4, above

2. This ballot shall be counted by ths .Gommittes on
Nominations and Credentials of the cornivention. On the
first ballot a three-fourths majority-is 're‘quitad"fbr elec--
tion. [f there is no election, ‘the committse shall ‘reject

- all names that are insligible and ali- that hava received

‘ less than-five votes. Those names which -have récpived
five or more votes shall be placed befois. the -Gonvention
‘for further balloting. The election shall continue until
"one receivas a majority of all votes cast. . That person
shall be .daclared. elected.. Np _person who -has been
nominated is at liberty to _wu_hdra_w his namg but.he may
Pplace before the convention reasons wiy, if'elepted, he
would be compelled to refuse the office: '

b. lIncase of a vacancy in the office of tha vica:presidant,
. or secretary, at its next meeting the Executive” C6uncil
shall elect the succsssor in .o.f.fic..aa_aqadrdi'ng {9 'the'
following. procedute. - |
1. ‘Bach member:of the. Executive Counqu shgu nemma;g
- = by written. ballot: tm{p parsons.from -the . list mgntl,on_qq
“in: Sec.-3.abave in, the.case. ot vlce-prqﬁngqt. and.jin; tlag-
ca,se of secretary from the persons as mentioned in
: Sec. 4 above. ST
. ,; Tne ngmes ot alt parsons s0 nomn'étﬁd“’shall ba rap rtad,
. tp.the, Executwe Couneﬂ in thp Etﬂer df gg‘te§ récaya %

!'}'slq 7
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If one name,appeats og; e
cast on the first baltot, -heshiil:he Hac) aTed elected i
. there is:no election on tirst: baqut further cons;deratiorl

) shall be limited to the highest two'in that list,

3. Each member of the Executive Council shall then. cast a
second written ballot for onle of the two names under
, consrderatron and the one receiving more. votes than the
other shall be declared as_the vice- presrdent or the
secretary, as the case may be,-of the A..E..L Church dnd
shall serve until the conclusion of the next regular bien-

mal conventron of the A. E. L, Chutch.

Sec. 6. The treasurer of-the A. E. L. Church shall be assig-
ned by the Executlve Council.

Sec. 7. The recall or dismissal of an officer of this Chursh
and the vacation of his office may be effacted in accordance with
the provisions of the by-laws of.this Church.

o Anrrcus- VIll. DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Sec. 1. IT SHALL-BE THE DUTY OF THE. PRESIDENT

a. tolead and counsel. thrs Church in spiritual and temoorary
_ matters. {
b.. tobe the executive officer of the Church.

c. ., to preside at all sessions of the- conventions of the
- Church and.of the- Executive ‘Council and to place on the
agenda of the Executwe Councrl any matter. which requ:res A

" its attention. \

d. to present to the‘regular conventren of the Church a:report
on his official work, on the work of the - Executive.. Council
and on state of the Chutch together with his recommenda-
tions. _

-@. 'to seethat the constrtutiom and by- laws are observed and, ‘
- the enactments of the: Church are carrred out. '

F.  tossignallotficial papers- authorized by the. Chureh or by
one of :its subsidiary ‘bodies: - e L



g.

'h.

n,

CONSTITUTION OF THE AE.L. CHURCH ART. VIII

to be the Iegal representatlve of the Church, being compe- -
tent to file suits authorized by the Executive council and
to defend suits brolght agamst the Church or any of its

- subsidiary bodies.

to conduct correspondence for this -Church including the
dlStI’IbUthﬂ of notides to delegates.

to have oversight of the wotk of the secretary and to have
charge of the pnntmg and: distribution of the minutes of
the convention and of the Executive. Council.

to make, with the assistance of the Executive Councll

necessary corrections in two copies of the printed minutes
of each convention .of the Church, and of the Executive
Council to certify them as the official ‘record of the said
convention or Executive Council and to submit them to the -
next meeting of the respective bodles for approval and
deposit in the archives. .

to be the chairman of the ministerium of the A. E. L. Church
and to maintain the clergy roll of the Church,

upon the authorization of the Executive Council to ordain
all approved candidates for the ministry of this Church,

to take {cognizance of fall offences by ministers of this
Church which would make them liable {to dlsmpllne
under Art. IV. Sec. 4. c. of this constitution and "to sus-
pend an accused minister when: necessary according to
the provisions ' of by-laws of. the ‘A, E.-L. Church Art. H
Sec. 4. 1. :

to* “appoint all cofiimittees whose appointment is- not

otherwise provided for and to' make recommendation to
the Executive Councll concerning the appointment. of all
standing {committees and: of appointed members of the

. boards.of the A. E. L. Church. ;
_to be the chairfhan of the Committee.on Synods.

.~ to have seat and . voice in all conventions and executive
! committees of synods, and ‘in all boards, ° standmg ‘comimix

ttees and speclal committees of the Church,- being compe- -

" tent:to bnng ‘to the . attentlon of these - ‘hodies - any matter'
- which he feels they should: mnmder,
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q. tobe the primary r‘gpr_e_gig@g,;t%gg: gf the A. E. L. Church
~ in allF inter-chyurch ‘assogiatigns and’ councils in which
this Church holds membership.

r.- to maintain and submit for audit the accounts of all bud-
get and other.monsys provided for the office of president.

s. to perform such other duties as may be delegated to him

by the convention or the Executive Council of this .
Church, ' _

Sec. 2. IT SHALL 'BE(,_THE DUTY OF THE ViCE-PRESIDENT*
a. to act for the president in his absence or at his request. -

b. to perform the duties of the president in case that office
for any reason falls vacant until the new president is
elected. .

Sec. 3. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE SECRETARY :

to submit to the president within one month after the close of

a convention of the Church. and within two weeks after the

close of each meeting of the Exscutive Council, the minutes of

such convention or meeting. He shall also compare with his

~original draft of the minutes two copies of the printed minutes,

“shall call to the attention of the president and of the concerned:
‘body necessary corrections, and shall along with the president

attest those two corrected copies of the minutes as the official -
~record of those sessions. - ' -

“Sec. 4. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE "TREASURER :

a. toreceive all moneys remitted to the A. E. L. Church
and to maintain accurate accounts related thereto,
b, to pay all moneys sanctioned in the budget.of the Church
‘and by enactment of the Executive Council. o
“C.- - to call for and receive monthly reconciliation - statements
*aq_cji_-z_quar;_erly statements of acoounts from all persons
handli’n'g-accQUn_ts‘ of the Church or of any of its subsi- .
o diary bodies or institutions, ,
4 tomake report of the financlal affairs of this Chutch to
. .theconvention and to the -Executive Council by meéans

R T L U R

-
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bodlesﬂand”ioedﬁ“se'
on financial matters.

vemtended to the minutes of these
‘the Church and its subsidiary bodies

e. tosubmit balance sheets and other statements when and
as required by the audrtors and by the Societies Registra-
tion Act. '

f. to assist the president of thrs Church in the. conduct of
correspondence in financial matters.

g. tobe the secretary of'the Board of Finance and to proe
pare the agenda of that board. '

‘h.. tobea member of the Executrve Council,
i. to.bein charge of.the archlves of the Church

j. to instruct the concerned bank agents from time to
time as to the person authorized to operate on: any parti-
cular A.E. L. Church account in accordance with the
assignments, appointments or electtons of the Church or
its costituent bodies., - > :

k. to present to the synod presrdents and the president of
the A. E. L. Church a list of S.D.N. donors and a list of
parishes contributing towards the Suvaitha, Dhana Nidhi
Fund by Feb. 15th of each year.

- . to perform such other duties as ‘may fromtime. to trme.
“be assigned to him- by the Executrve Councrl or the
convéntion of theA E L. Church :

ARTICLE 1X. SUPPORT OF THE FULL TiME OFFICERS

‘Suc. 1.. The salary and allowances of the full- trme officers
of this-Church shall..be.the... responsrbrllty of the, Ghurch and
shail ‘be fixed- from. trme 10 time by the. Executwe Council in
accordance with the by-laws of ttie AL E, t. Church

.Sec 2, Budget shall “be’ provrded for- the offrcers for the‘- :
‘necessary. ‘expenses’ ‘incident to ‘the - tduties impos by their
--raspective offices. Accurate ‘accounts of ‘this" budb_ -and itg
expendlture shau be marntamed by those o{frcers and submrttedﬁ
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by them for audit "in the manner prescribed by the Executive -

Council. No-expenditure in  excess of this budget shall be
incurred witiiout the prior permission of the: Executive Council.

ARTICLE X. RELATIONSHIPS
Sec. 1. AS TO THIS CHURCH'S RELATIONSHIP WITH

GOVERNMENT :
All official relations with Government in connection with the
work under the control and supervision of this Church shall be
conducted by the president of this Church unless otherwise
directed by the convention or Executive Council. of the A. E. L.
Church. | : - P

'Sec. 2. AS TO THIS CHURCH'S RELATIONSHIP WITH
OTHER CHRISTIAN BODIES: |

This Church; through the Executive Council, may from time
to time determine relationships with -other Christian bodies,
including the Federation .of Evangelical Lutheran Churchés in
India. Lutheran ‘World Federation, - Andhra Christian - Council
and National Christian: council of India. =

Sec. 3. AS TOTHE CHURCH'S RELATIENSHIP WITH THE

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA :
. o | B ", . . ] . co .
a. This Churth claims the ‘privilege, accerded to it -in the
constitution of the Lutheran Church in-America, of sending
f“r_'a}ern:';iI‘".rebrese_n;atﬁives-to the conventiens of that Church
as’ p'l_'c\'?idé'd'i»forfin the by-laws of the A. E. L. Chutch. -

b. This Church holds itself ready to receive and “weigh cate-
. ,_fAuI,lY.;th‘e_co‘mjj's_'el.,fa;nd-.g,uidance of",'the, Division for world
Mission and Ecumenism, Lutheran Church in.-America in
-all: matters of mutual cencern, and “obligates  itself to .the

__ ’i:*P?,r:ﬁﬁEEjii'ébff%f'C.a.'rﬁgffsfupke‘et"r:andj ‘disposition _of -all ‘movebly
- propertips which have come ‘into”possession or-.enjoyment -
. oft“this Church or .its - 'subsidiary. institutions or. bodies .
- . throughahe‘assistance afforded to-this ¢ hurch' by the': sali
Boards i e o e PR
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ARTICLE XI. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Sec. 1. The Exccutive Council of this Church shall consist
of the following members, all of whom shall be contributing to

the Suvartha Dhana Nidhi Fund as per the by-laws of parishes.
of synods and of the A. E. L. Church,

a. The president. vice-president, secretary and treasurer of
the Church. , ‘ 4

b. Two representatives of each synod, one of whom shall be
an ordained Indian and the other shall be a lay person. 5-14

¢. Elected by the convention.

Woman non-employee of the Church - 16
Man non-employee of the Church _ 16
Five others . : . 17-21
TWO missionaries 22-23

One woman from the Committee on Ministry among

Women' : , . - 24
Sec. 2. Elected members of the Executtce .Council ; shall be
elected to a term of two bienniums. A biennium shall begin .
with a regular convention, shall include a period of approxi-
mately two years and shall come to an end. lmmedlatelygbefore,_
the opening of the next regular convention, The Eterm of a
member of the Executive Council shall include . twd ‘such .
bienniums. There shall be no limit to the number ,of_ terms for
which a person may serve as a member of the - Executive
- Council as long as he is otherwise eligible. - Terms of members
elected to the first Executive Council under this constitution
shall be fixed according to the schedule in the by laws for the

synods. Article IV Sec. 2. a, and by-laws of the A. E L. Church
Article V. Sec. I. a,

Sec, 3. When the report of a board or..committea \is to be
made to the Executive Counci!, the. Chairman of. that. body or
his appointed representative shall ‘be present in the-session. of
the: Executive Council discussion to submit the-report- and shall
have the privilege of the floor during discussion thereon;’.:
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THE DUTIES AND-.FUNCTIONS. OF THE EXECU-
TIVE COUNCIL SHALL BE: -

a. General

1.

'B.

to - coordirate the work of ‘the Church and its
subsidiary bodies (congregations, parishes. synods,
boards, committees, institutions and any other bodies
organized by or within the jurisdiction’ of thig
Church) for the purpose of carrying out any phase
of the work of the Church.

to adopt znd ameand the by-laws, rules of order
and standing rules of the Church as. well as the
constitutions . and by-laws for parishes and for synods
s provided in the constitutions of the said bodies,

1o meet three times a year and at such other times
a8s may be neccessary at the call ‘of the president.
Qn the written request of eight or more members of the
Executive Council the president shall call a meeting.

to send its minutes through the president to all its
members, to all delegates to the  convention,
missionaties, pastors, persons in charge of work_ and

1o the :Division for World Mission and Ecumenism

~-Lutheran Church in America,

to ass‘ign" Personnel 10 administrative charges of wor
and appointive posts within its jurisdiction. ‘
to fill interim vacancies occuringlamong those members
of .the Executive Council who were elected by the
convention of the Church, - Nomination shall pe from

the floor of the Executive Council and election shall

 be to the | unexpired term.

to be t—';het,;manégq‘rfﬂbh behalf of the A.E. L. Church -of

all the Educational institutions of the Churgh.

tb_ dstermine: the f'act. of the inc'a‘p‘éci,ty..ofit.he:pre-ﬁadent‘

. .ofthe ALE. L. Church according:to- the procedure laid
,goyg‘,_r;tlns-:by-;laws of A, E, L. Church  Art. Ifl, Sec, 2.
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9. to ‘make’ 6‘fﬁdi" ggbronouncements on bshalf of this.
Church in the mter’i‘m between: conventions.

10. to be responsble, subject to the right. of review by.
the convention, for approving all. ecumenical ‘and inter-
church relations of this Church and its synods or other
subsndlary bodies, :

' 11. to ‘appoint upon recommendation by the presndent

the members of all standing and special committees of
the A. E. L. Church unless. otherwise provided,

12. to choose the elected and appointed representatives

_ of the Church as required by the by -faws of the A. E. L

Church.

13. to have the right of intervention jn subsidiary bodies
when deemed necessary by this body.

14. to considerappeals as provided for in .the by-laws.

15. (a) to desngnate certain fieldsof work as special
programmesto be administered by a special office
directly under the Executive Council.

(b) to initiate new projects or mmnStnes

(¢) to consider and make decision con'cernin_g
curtailment or closure of old work. Decisionin’
“this regard requires a three-fourths majonty vote of
the members present and voting. :

16. to set up adhoc bodies to administer new projects
or work which- is being administered by : the Executive

Council.

'17 to transact all business of the Church not otheer-

wise provided: ‘for and to perform such other duties as

may be required by the convention” of the’ Church or by

the constitution and by-laws of.this Church -Or-any of its
subsidiary 'bodies.

Relating to boards :

1. to consider and take action concernlng rules of
procedu:e adopted by:the boards of the Chursh, '

L
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2. - to -fill interim: vace cj,es -among.:t ,psq; members of
the boards of the Ghlirch Whotwere elected by the -
convention of the ChUrch The concerned board shall
submit a panel of two - eligible nomifees for each vaca-
ncy and no nominations from the floor of ths Executive
Council shall be allowed. Election shall be to the

_ unexplred term

3. to exercise the right of review of all . actione of the
boards in accordance with the provisions of the By-laws
of the A. E. L. Church, Aft. VI, Sec 12 b..

4. to appoint upan recommondatron by the president
members of the boards of the church as required by this
constitution.

Relating to parishes and synods :

1. to determine the boundaries of the parishes of this
Church upon the recommendation of the concerned

.-synod, to designate the synod of which each parish shall

be a member and to authorize the synod president to
arrange for the immediate formation” of the new parish
chureh - countil and necessary adjustments to the parish
church councils .of bifurcated panshes.

‘to have the fight to take charge and .control of all pro-

perty and finances of a parish and thereafter to hold
manage and cofivey -the same at' its own discretion in

‘case that parish has disbanded, ceased or failed to
. maintain religious services accordmg to the tenets and

-usages , of" the Luthren Chureh, or has departed from
membershlp inthe A, E. L. Church ‘without the consent

~ of the Executwe Council or has so decreased in numbers

.or financial strength as to. have rendered it impracticable’
for the. parrsh to ‘fulfill the purposes for which it was
orgamzed or to protect rts assets from waste and detene-
ration. : :

3,_ to determme the . temtones of the synods of the

~A.E L. Church, -
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4, totave 1he rlght to -determine the time and place of
the regular ghnual: coventions of the synods, to, arrange
for the election of synod presidints andto’ approve or stop
the action of-the Executive Committees of the synods

in determining the time and" place of special conventions
of the synods. :

5. to determine the fact of the - mcapaclty of the

president of a synod

6. to determine the bouhdaries .of the flelds in a synod
and to determine whether a field shall .be entitled to

" One or two representatives in the: executive committee

of the ‘synod,

7. to appoint an official representative of the A. E. L.
Church to each synod conventlon.

8. to exercise tha right of review of all actlons of the
synods in accordance with the provisions of the
by-laws of A E. L. Church Art. VII. Sec. 15.

9. toreview the work, administration and progress of
each synod' and make recommendations to increase the
scope._ responsibilily and status of the synod

10. to initiate in _the synods joint prolects and
ministries in co-operation with other Churches including
mdustrlal agnculturat evangellstlc and social ‘minjstries,

_Relating to the conventloh of the Church,

1. to arrange for the time, place and programmes for al{
coniventions of the Church, Insuch Programmes provision

_shall be made for the convention to wait. upon God and
:‘l:sten to His voice, both in order that it may: receive His

gmdance for its admlmstratwe work and i in, order that He
may speak through it to the whole church and make His

‘will known. to. it ‘for the - strengthening of its spiritual
_|Ife and for the perfectmg of its wltness and service. .

in Particular, the opportunity shall be given for the
convention fo assess the extent to which; this/Church
during the previous biennium, has: fulfilled her ob,;ecis
and duties -as set {oith in Art. H! -of this constitution.
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2. to report its dctions to the conv‘ant_io_n by means
of copies of its milnutes sent to the. delegates.

Relating :to finance :

1, to consider and act upoh the general budget of the
Church upon the recommendation of the Board of
Finance,

. 2. to submit to the Board of World Missions request

for the}]American subsidy required for the buget of ,the
Church,

3. to submit to the Division for World Mission & Ecu-
menism of the Lutheran Church jn America, the
Lutheran World Federation and other funding .agencies.
in order of priority, requests for projects requiring capital
and other expenditure.

4. to provide through alcommlttea on audits for the
audit of all accounts  of the Church and of all . its

subsidiary bodies and institutions and to review and act
upon the reports of these audits.

6. to authorize the treasurer to borrow funds when
necessary.

Relati'ng to properties :

to sanction the purchase, sale and transfer of tand and
buildings. :

Relating to ministers :

1. to make the final selection of candidates for
theological training in ‘accordance wijth the procedure
laid down in the by-laws of the A. E. L. Chyrch, Art. II.

2.. to arrange for the examination.of each: applicant
for ordination.or for the receptlon of a minister from

_another church body; to hear the report of the examining
| _commntee. to act unon the application for ordination
‘of reception and to authorize the president of this

~ Church'to Ordain canchdates approvad for this rite.
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to Have. 'and to exercise. ‘the:  responsibility for the

disﬁ’b‘l'iﬁé‘?ﬁigff-ﬂ,t‘hft:a“ ministers of this Church .in accordarnce
with the provisions of the by-laws of the A.E.L. Chureh.

to consider and act upon the a;:i'plication of a minister of
the A. E. L. Church temporarily to leave the work of the
ministry and to engage in secular Pursuits.

to authorize the removal from the clergy roll of the
Andlira Evangelical Lutheran Church and the ‘concerned
Synod ¢f the name of a minister who demits the ministry
or who leaves the work of the ministry for secular work
without assignment or call of the Church, and to autho-
rize the restoration to the clergy toll of.such a Minister
Who wishes to- return to the ministry.

(a) To assign ministers to synods and"' to transfer them
from synod to synod at the time of pastors’ jtransfers
nearest the date of their completion® of fifteen consecy-
- tive'years'on the clergy roll of a synod, subject to the
following ‘exceptions : | -

(1 A pastor may complete his five-year term in a
! parish 'even though he completes fifteen years of ser-
vice in that synod during that term.

(2} A pastor may complete a five-year -term.in special
work under a board of the A. E. L. Church even though
he completes fifteen years of service ‘within the area
of that synod during that term., C '

(3) A paster may complete a term in an - elected or
appointed office even though he completes fifteen
years of service within the area of that synod during
that term. | S C
(4) A pastor who, because of training or special
ability, -is ¢alled or ‘assigned to 'a special * ministry “of
the! Church shall be exempt fromsynod ‘to synod
transfer as long-as he is in that special niinistry.

B (b) A pastor in active service shall nat return to service.

in a synod until at Jeast five yesrs have elapsad singe he .
waa transferred ‘out of that synod. =~ e
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ARTICE XIl. BOARDS
Sec. 1 GENERAL

8.- 1. Boards are administrative bodies through which the
work of this Church is carried on. Each board shall frame
its own rules of procedure for its work, which ryles shall
become operative after approval by the Executive Council.
Each board shall report all its actions to the Executive Council
thiough the minutes of the board, which shall be appended
10 the minutes to the Executive Council and distributed to the
members of the Executive Council, but recommendations
requiring action by the Executive Council or by one of its
standing committees shall be reported immediately by the
board 10 the Executive Councit,

2. . For certain ecumenical institutions and ministries such.
as Andhra Christian Theological Coilege, Suvarthavani,

" Gurukul and United Theological College, this Church shalj
co-operative with boards which will have membership
from this Church and with other Churches and co-operat-
ing agencies. The important actions of these boards ang
matters concerning the Churches shali be. reported to the
Executive Council of this Church,

b. Each board shall report to the convention on the work of
the board during the biennium, and through the Executive
Council may take - recommendations to the convention con-
. cerning matters of general policy, new work or the state of
the: Church within the particular sphere of work of that
board,

c. The termof board members shall be two bienniums unless
otherwise indicated. : '
Sec. 2. BOARD OF CHRISTIAN "EDUCATION AND
s ‘ - UTERATURE -
a. Composition : ( | - :

1. - Ex-officio. .

Pringipals of Biblé Training Schools: o
A. C.T. C. Principal or his fionines
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Chairman, Board of Christian: Education, .
Andhra Christian Council
Literature Secretary

-Chairman, Committee on Ministry among Women

Director of the Department.of Christian Education 1-7

Elected by the synods :

One person elected by each synod i 8-12
Appointed by the Executive Council :

One expértin Christian education from another seminary
or Church related to the Andhra Christian Council 13

One Sunday school superintendent 14
One youth representative (25-30 years of age) 16
One woman representive with experience in

literature work. . 16

b. Duties-the duties of this board shall be as setfort in the
by laws of the A. E. L. Church. :

Sec. 3. BOARD-OF COLLEGE EDUCATION

a, Composition

1.

Ex-Officio :

Principals of the colleges

Bursars of the colleges

Dean of Women of the Andhra Chnstlan

College - : : . 18

.. Elected by the synods :

One elected by each synod '6-10

Electéd by the convention :

Three, at least two of whom shall be non-
employees of the Church, elected by the
convention from panels submitted by this board 11-13

Appointed by the Executive Council ;
-~ One teaching staff memberfrom each:-of the:

Colleges : L 14-15

- Twd missionaries. . .. - 16-17
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6. Two representatives from the University 18-189
6. One representaive of the Education Depart-
ment of the Government 20

7. One representative from each cooperating body  21-

b.. Duties—the duties of this board shalj

be as set forth in
the by-laws of the A.E. L. Church

Sec. 4. BOARD OF EVANGEL(SM AND MISSIONS
a. Composition | |
1. Elected by the ‘synods :

Five lay persons with experience in evangelismm .
of whom-two shall be women

. I-6
Five pastors 6-10

2. Appointed by the Executive council : -

~ One -woman, who shall be conversant with Bible
women’s work 11
Chairman, Board of Evangelism, Andhra
Christian Counci ~ 12
One youth (25.30 years of age) 13
One person who s conversant with work among
Musli_ms 14

B. Dutiesthe duties of this board shail be as set forth in
by-laws'of the A. E. L Church,

Sec. 5. BOARD OF FINANCE :

a. Composition
1. Ex-officie ;

President of the Church
: _-Tréasure’r 6f. the Church (secretary of the boatd)
Property. Officer . :
.Financial Officer,
.or his -nominee o
1 2. Elected by the synods : __
Oné person . elected by each synod

Inter Clﬁiyrchr Service Agency,
. . : . . 1.4

5.9
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3. Elect'e_d,."by_:t_hé conventibn

Three. persons, one of whom shall be an ordained
Indian and at least one of whom shall be a person

assigned to an administrative charge of work in the
Church 10-12

4, Appointed by the Executive Couucil :

Two lay persons at least one of whom shall be a
woman ' 13-14

b. Duties—the duties of this board shall be és’ set forth in
the by—laws of the A.E.L. Church.

Sec. 6. BOARD OF MEDICAL SERVICES
a. Composition

1. Ex-officio :

Two medical superintendents from the hospitals of
the Church, each for a period of two years, according -
to the following table of rotation.

Augustana and Baer

Keiding and Kugler
- Rajahmundry and Rentachintala

Tarlupadu and Visrantipuram

..and simitarly. repeating the table. 1-2

Two nursing superintendents from the hospltals of the
Church, each for a period of two years, according to
the following table of rotation :

Rsjahmundry and Rentachintala’

Baer and Visrantipuram

Kugler and Augustana

...and similarly, repeating the table y . 3-4
2. Elected by the synods:
One person elected by each synod 1.9

3. Elected by the conventton

‘Three persons elected from panels submltted
by this board ) 10412
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4. Appointed by the Executive Council:
Two missionaries , 13-14
b. Duties- the duties of this board shall be as set forth in
the by-laws of the A. E. L. Church
Sec. 7. BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
a. Composition
1. Elected by the synods:
~ One person elected by each synod 1-5
2. Elected by the convention

One correspondent of a boyé’ high school
(if not otherwise elected)

One correspondent of a girls” high school
(if not otherwise elected)

One headmistress of a girls® high school
(if not otherwise elected)

One headmaster of a boys high school
(if not otherwise elected) 6-9

3. Appointed by the Executive Council :

Two non-church employee graduates, specialists
in education, one of whom shall be a woman 10-11

One pastor (if not otherwise elected) 12

Two teaching staff members :
(if not otherwise elected)

Girls® school - one } alternately B. Ed, and
Boys' school - one secondary grade

{from schools not otherwise represented by the
asbove, if not otherwise e[acted) 13-14

Non-teaching staff
One alternately from grrls & boys” htgh schools

(if not otherwise elected) 16
Chairman, Board of Sacondary Education,

Andhra Christian Council 16
One missionary ' 17

b. Duties - the duties of this board shall be as set forth
in the by-taws of the _A. E. L. Church

ARTICLE XH]. COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION

Sec. 1. : :
~a. The Commission of Adjudication shall consist of three
or"dainad Indian mini_sterS,-three‘.ordaine_d,misSiOnaries and
three laymen'learned in the doctrine and practice of the
43 : ' : ' '
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church, éietﬂed 1o tormis of six years by thé convention
from panels submitted by the Exscutive Council. Nemi-
nations from the floot of the convention shall not be
permitted. I\l'i"ember‘s are eligible for re-election. Unex-
pired terms shall be filled, except as provided by Sec. 3-
b. below, by election by the Executive Council upon
nomination by the Committee on Nominations and
Credentials of the Execiitive Council. Nominations from
the fioor of the Executive Council shall be permitted.
Provision shall be made forcentinuity of the membership,
so that ateach biennial convention of the Church the
terms_of one ordained Indian minister, one ordained
missionary and one layman shall expire.

b, When the Commission of Adjudication serves as.aninterim
emergency body, as prescribed in Sec. 3: b. of this article,
the following persons shall be added to: its membership.

A represéntative of the National Christian Council who
i$ not a member of thie A.E.L. Church.

A représéntative of the Fedération of Evangelical’
Lutheran Churches in India who is not a member of
the A.E.L. Church )

Southern Asia Sacretary df the Division of World
Mission and Ecumenism of the Lutheran Church in
America.

Sec. 2. THE METHOD OF OPERATION SHALL BE AS

FOLLOWS : , :

a. The commission shall elect its own officers, who shall be

' a chairman and a recording secretary and who shall serve
for five-year terms or any portion of such period as their
membership on-the comifiission shall permit. The chair-
man shall be an ordained man. The elections shall nor-
mally be c:Onducted m January at fwe-year lntervals

at such mterrm elections shall serve out the unax-
pired portion of the five- -year term. Persons -having
served as officers shall be eligible for re-election. The
meetmg at which the first chairman is to be elected
under this constitution shall be called for and presided
over by the president of the A. E. L. Church.
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h. Meetings shall be cal ted by the chairman when hecessary
for the transaction of business and two weeks’' notice
of the time of meetings shall be given to the members
In casé the term of the chairman has expired before his
Successor has been elected, the president of the church
shall convene a mesting for the purpose of electing the
chaitman except as provided in Sec. 3. b. below.

c. Ths consent of at least two thirds of the members shall
always be necessary for a decision.

d. Decisions of the commission shall be reported to the
Executive Council and to the convention and those deci-
sions concerning doctrine or general principle and
practice shall be published in the A. E. L, Church maga-
zinie, Decisions and judgments of the commission shalj
be bindihg upon the wheole Church includinig its subsi-
diary bodies and institutions.

e. An appeal against a dectision of the commission may be
made conicerning matters laid down in Sec. 3. a by a two.

" thirds majority vote of a synod convention, by atwo-thirds
vote of the Executive Council or by a majority vote of a
convention of the Church. When such an appeal is made,
it shall be brought before and acted upon by a joint
mesting of the Executive Council and the Commission of
Adjudication which shalt be presided over by the chairman
of the Cominission of Adjudication and a three-fourths
majdrity vote of the joint meeting shall be required to
change the decision of the commission, Any decision of
such a joint meeting of the Executive Council and the
Commission of Adjudication shall be final and binding
and shall fie outside the jurisdiction of the courts outside
the A, E. L. Chutich.

Sec. 3. THE DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THIS
- COMMISSION SHALL BE:

‘8. To serve as a court to which shall be referred for. decision
questions of daetrine, principle or - practice, including
guestions: involving. diﬁp-uted jfurisdiction or the inter-
ptatation of powers claimad by this Churen, its offjcers
or any of its Subsidigry bodiss or institutions.
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Any of the above matters may be referred to this Commi-
ssion by one-third of the delégates to @ convention of
this Church, whether.in session or not, by the Executive

.Council or by the. convention or Executive Committee

of asynod. Any ten members of the Executive Council
may also make reference to the Commission of Adjudica-
tion of any matter of disputed .jurisdiction or the
intelpretation of powers claimed by this . Church, its
officers or any of its subsidiary bodies or institutions.

Any matters other than those mentioned iin this section
shall not come to this commission but shall be deait with
under other provisions. including that for appeals, under
the constitution, by-laws and enactments of 'this Church
and its subsidiary bodies.

To serve as an interim body to conduct through the
chaitman of tne commission the routine administration
of the Church, including the initiation of action for the
election of a president and the calling for a convention
of the Church in the event of the inability of the conven-
tion to elect a president before the expiry of the term of
the out going president or in the event that the regularly
etected officers. are prevented f{rom performing their
constitutionally prescribed duties. This emergency inte-
rim administation shall be undertaken only with the
approval of the representative of the National Christian
Council, the representive of the Federation of Evange-
lical Lutheran Churches in India and the Southern Asia
Secretary of the Division of World Mission and Ecu-
menism of the Lutheran Church in Amarica.

If the treasurer of the Church has also beeén prevented
from performing his constitutionally prescribed duties.
the interim administration shall also have thé. duty to
receive and disburse momes on behalf of the A E. L,
Church.

In the event that such emergency measures be under
taken at 2time when terms of some of the members of
the commission have expired and the number of members
is less than nine the Division:of World Mission and
Ecumenism shall immediately appoint members in the.
categories and in the number necessary -to fill out the
constitutinnal membarsh;p and shall, if necessary, call
a meeting of the commission to elect its’ chairman.

- Steps shall be taken by the commission, in consuitation

with the Division of World Mission and Ecumenism of

_the Lutheran Church in America, to restore normal consu-

tutional procedures w:th all due haste.



Sec. 1. THE EXECU
WISE Pnoymeo IN THE BVY: ' JALL APPOINT THE
FOLLOWING*STANDING commlfﬁ%‘s ‘IN ACCORDANCE WITH
‘THE PRO\/ISIONS OF THE BY-LAWS: OF THIS CHURCH :

Commiittee on Assxgnments
. COmmitteB on Audits
. Church Station Committees
Committee on Discipline’
Examining Commitiee
Finangial Advisory Committee
- Gomniitiee on Nominations and Crederitjals
. Committee on Orgrnization and Policy
‘Committée on Property and Construction =
Committee on Review of Minutes
Committee on-Riles - '
~Commiitfee, on- Synods . -
- -Comtiitfee-on- Ministry: amdrrg Women in thp Church
- Committee on Pension - :
‘Committeeion Mmi,sttv among Youth. _
« ‘Committee-on Stewardship , L
Committee‘ on Ehghsh Medium Sehools '

‘r;a‘«p.-.—s--a aoop

-

5..’-#--

NI

Y 13

”

fa’gé-., ..'2,.- -"l,'he EXQét..ltweA Council shall set up separate bodleq for |

. the following. special inst;tutmns
4. *Industrial School, Guntur,
‘b, School for the Biind, NarasaraOpet
c. "Dorcas Home and Colony of Mercy. Ra]ahmundry
d. Christian Health Centre, Macherla '
e. - lam Farm and Rural Reconstructlon School

- f. .OtHer lnstututlons where necessary as per:
. __Att. Xl. \Sec 4. a. 15 and 16. Constltutlon

‘Tlgam ‘anaglng bod,gs{shan-Ordmarﬂyindude promlnent, sewico«-
i ublic ‘fﬂcwls é’-é well as expons. ‘

- * Nnirh-\;ﬂ‘a“ed> svigeatf“!-i”:
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' Sec.3. The E;recutrve Co&‘nc:ll ma!
_ specual g%g%grtte : ¢

ARTICLE xv AMENDMENTS AND BY-LAWS

Sec. 1. T’h‘a" Memoraridum af Association and ‘the Rules of
Associatian (constitution) .of the Church may be amended by a
three-fouiths majority vote of the delegates present at a convention
of:the Church, provided that such proposed amendmerit shall have
been moved by a member of the Executive Conucil or presented
in writing to the Executive Coungil by not Iess than . six ‘delegates
to the previous conventjor of the Church and shall have been
circulated by the Executive Council to the delegates to the conven-
ion.at least six months before a Special or regular convention of

the Church- at whlch actron Is t6 be taken on the proposed.
amendment. ' -

fﬁrﬁ“ tinde to time apporm
.'k of the Church

Sec. 2. This body, through its Execut:ve’Cou‘ncil may adopt
by-laws, rules of order, and standing rules: 4or fhe transaction
of its'buginess,’ provided that théy “do not.cdnflict with.the Rulés
of Association (Constitution) of the A. E, "L ‘Church, agcording to
the procedure taid down: hereinunder. All:proposed. additions-or
amendments to the by-laws, xules of-order: ot standing.«ules shall
be circulated :'to-every: de’l‘egate EOY the convention.of the A, E. L.
Church at least two’ months before action may be taken ata meet-
ihg of the Executive Counéil, Delegates shafll- tiave ‘the, rig'ht‘to
. send their suggesttons in” writing to the Executive COuncll-
regarding any such proposed amendments. and these suggestlons .
shall be read and considered by the Exegutive Council. ‘All.
additions or amendments.to the by-laws. rules of order or standing

_rules shall require & two-thrrds vote of all the vottng members of
' the Exeoutwe Coumll for adorjtron. ! :

ABTICLE XVI BEVIEW OF OPERATION 3

The ‘Rules of Associatron (cOnsﬂtuﬁoﬁ) and by-laWs ghall. be.

' mviewed ‘by-the cconvention, .of -the Chyych,_at: such trmes‘ as ;15

deemed necessary.ot fitsing hy the.convention ar 6. ]
Councu of the Churgh, -and report made to the Divi ion of W,
- Mission and Ecumenism of the Luthera‘n Church n’NnerIc*a
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TheAndhra Evangelical Lutheran Church | |
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’

~ ARTICLE I. CONVENTIONS

‘Sec. 1, :Andhra Evang_elica}'bhijisqh'congrqgati’gns. including.

: ‘ministers, withih the drea’ of each synod shall be entitled -to

t fepresentation i ‘the ~converitions ‘of .the Andhra "EvahjgeHcal
Lutheran Church by the following; who need ot be delegates to

. synod conventions: . e - -

- a." One ordaified Iridian for every thirty-five congregations in

-, the'synod. “or remaining major_ fraction thereof, with. the

" proviso that at fhie time of election ‘of delegates by the synod

“thére shall be at leaét 6ne such clerical-delegaté from each

field. The ipresident of the synod shall be one. of these

. ~itlerical.defegates. . Pastors. on transfer from synod /toisynod

- tshali’be eligible for alection:from the.gynod.to which they are
1L transferred. - . v SR
For the purpose of the secfion.a congregation.shall.be defined

as a.group of not less than twenty baptized Christians, h‘a,-vjng

been recagnized as a congregation-by action of the Executive
Council. The fast printéd statistical report prior to the synod

gconvention.at which such clerical delegates are to be elected, -

-together -With“"?subsef;QJU'er'jvt relevant actions of: the Executive

* Council; shall be:taken as authoritative and final in the ‘matier

+ .. ofidetermining-the numbker of con'gre‘gatioi}s; :

b.. One:ndian:day.person. for: every: 3,000 baptized. Chui stjan"s
in-every syndd, as shown in:the. last ptinted.statistical- report

o prior to'the synod convention at which such lay.,.dele'gat'esgate
-1 be.elected.or for:any-major. remaining fraction thsieof, with

P B IR S e X ey B, oy e T
-5#;3‘1',15,-3“ .‘-"r'”-' ﬁ';:}q”, PR -.-‘-’"'pfnf L ¥ ! RERa AL .'.'-I gp‘---‘-' oy

!
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synod At sh"f;l'j
. field and %ﬁ '

c. Five missionaries workmg in the area of the A.E.L.
church; one from each synod if avallable to be elected by the
Executive Council to the convention of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church,

Sec- 2. a. Upon report by the Committée on Nominations and
Credentials of the Execuuve Council of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran. Church, . the Execut:ye COLII'ICII shall send to the
gynods information concerning the number of delegates to be
elected in each catego;y for each biennial convention,

b. These delegates shall be elected at the last regular ‘con-
vention of the synod before the biennial convention of the
, Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Chuirch by batlot on nomination
"by the Committee on Nomlnanons and. Credentials of the
synod ‘More than half of the votes cast shall be required for
e1ectnon - ‘ . o

c.. The:names: of duly Iecte'df-delegates-vshellf’be-‘»e'er'tif_ied,to _
‘the president of the ‘Andhra:Evangelical Lutheran‘Church and -
" to.'the chairman of the Committeer on Nominations and
Credentials of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church: -by the -
Jﬁresident of the synod and .the'official ‘rebrésentative’ of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church to- the synod, in’ the

" ‘following form ..

“'\Wo do hereby cemfy that the: dulv notihed and convened
convention of the: ——= . synoed. held at.(place)-on. (date)
{name of: e!ected!persom was elepted .as:{cletical. or lay) .
- delegate . from - gynod to the conveption of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church. ‘We- dlso certify that a -
ﬁtmrum ‘ot ehe *deiegat&s -te the convenuon WGreepreseht and

patticlﬁdt‘ed in the electien

BN
.’Pf

‘:Sd‘oa ‘e i-v- ibiiu‘ --sﬂ-v f“ﬁe-{in-h-iuq: (sﬂﬁ) ‘blngi m“.ulﬁz} ‘vi 5 id‘-hg -..-.-.- |
i . . Synod President AE. L. C. Representativ‘e
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“I do further “ceitifyi)
in ————— congregatioii'o : _ Par‘i”sh,ie, within the
last one year has received: Hol, ommunion, and has made a
cortribution of record 1o the congregation.

LG R - £ S

Synod President. Paster of the parish of
which the delegate Is a
member. ’

1

Similar cértificates concerning alternates shall be seant.

d. Apﬁroximat‘ely}s}ix weeks before the reguiar_conventien of
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, unless some-other
time is permitted by the Executive council, all of the certified

.credentials of the elected delegates and alternates shall be in
. the hands of the president of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
(:h‘urc_j’h,;_ ‘along with any appeals against the validity of any
- election or against ‘the eligibility of any elected delegate or
alternate. Appeals or-chalienges, if any, :shall be made to the
president .of this Church with a copy . to the chairman of the
Committee on: Nominations arid Credentials of the convention
arid shall be made only on'the basis of alleged violation o
‘constitutional provisions. Appeals or challenges .on bases
~other than .alleged violation} of constitutional provisions shall
-not be.considered. The president shall then draw up a iist of
all the delegates and alternates against Wwhose election there
- has been noappeal or chellenge and who appear 1o be eligible
to serve. . He shall also draw .up a second list containing the
‘—r"laﬁ‘lfe,s':;ﬂf -persons whose eligibility or election has been con-
fested Or who -appear ineligible to:serve.

‘. - Approximately five  weeks before- tha Andhra Evangelical
" Lytheran Church convention, _unless some other . time is
 petmittec by the'Executive Cauncil, the Committes on Nomi-
.. nations and Credentials of the conveérition’ shall receive from
the presidetit 6f the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church the

Afst "of UncOntestéd delegatés and alternates’ (see d. above)
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together with the certificates from, Synod presidents artd shall
consider. thetr conformity. to hthe ‘constitution, by:laws and
enactments of: th:s Chup The Committee on Nommatlons
and Credantias. of the Lo ‘ventton shall prepare a list of uncon-
tested delegates, and on each contested, ineligible or doubtful
case shall make its recommendation with constitutional
reasons regarding the validity of the election or the eligibility
of the individual.

f. The Executive Council of the Andhira Evangelical Lutheran
Church and the Committee on Nominations and Credentials
of the convention sitting in joint sessions, shall be the
body for making final decision concerning the roli of delsgates
to the convention of the Andhra Evangelical ‘iutheran Church.
The president of ‘the church, who' shall be the chairman -of
this joint body, shall give to each member at least one week's.
notice of its meeting, which he shall convene approxlmately
four weeks before the convention of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church. This joint bedy shall consider the delegates
one ata time, taking into consideration - the report of the

‘Commtttee on Nominations and Credentials of the convention

concerntng uncontested delegates, as well as that committee’s
recommendations on each contested, ineligible or doubtful
case, and a vote shall be taken on the. seatlng of each

- delegate. Oaly violation of constitational prov:stons

shall constitute grounds for.a decision agamst seattng
a delegate. Such a decision not to seat a

~delegate shall require a two-thirds majority vote of the

members present. An appeal may be made to this body to
reconsider its decision in any case butsuch reconsideration
shall be final and binding. If dacision is madé against seating
adelegate, his alternate, if eligible, shall bacame-the delegate;:
the president of the concerned synod shall be notified farth.

with and Executive Commltt of the synod tnstructed to elect
an eligible alternate. If both the delegate ‘and the altérnate
are declared meltgtble, the Executive Commlttee of the synod

" 'shall elect both a delegate and an alternate, ' The nafes of

‘such delegates and alternates shall bei scruttngzed ,by the

s
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Committee on Nominations and credemials of the synod and
. by the above mentioned joint'body; - which-shall meet approxi--
mately one week before the. convention. .In case of any
eleGtion not having been completed by the time of this meet- -
ing of the joint body. that place shall remain vacant untll:
after the.convention, when it may be filled in accordance with;
the provisions of- these by-laws. The above provisions
concerning the scrutiny of delegates shall apply equally to-
alternates, ,

. @: Atthe tima of the convention of the Andhra Evangelical:
Lutherar Church, the president of the Church shall lay upon
the table the certificates which he.has received from the
synod presidents, .in accordance with (c) above, containing’

. the names and certifications of those who have been approved

~asdelegates and alternates 'by the joint body, consisting of

‘ “the ‘EXecutive Council and the Committee on Nominations and
.~ Crédéntials 'of the convention. 'He shall then instruct the
-+ Committee on ‘Nominations:and Crédentials of the convention
‘to take g rr'o'-ll call by signatures...

/

Sec. 3. ALTERNATES

For eaé_lh delegate an alternate delegate shall be chosen by the
'§ynod at the same'time. Certificates for delegates and for alter-
natés shall be “officially forwarded to the ptesident Of the
Aridhra "Evangelical Lutheran Church and shall “contain the-
names -and addrésses- ‘of the alternates; in the roll call .of the
cofivention, listed in'the official minutes, the name and address of
fﬁé"?é"lfémé’ib*-“’s’tj"éi'llfﬁe';s‘e't--doWh opposite the name and ‘address
of the delegate. - If a deligate is unable- to attend-any conveéhtion
for-any temporary cause, - the alternate shall attend that cogven:
tion only. . If the delegate for any reason loses his delegateship
otis “declared Theligible” to setve; ‘the alternate shalj become the
regulaf delegate for ‘thig-rest’ of that. térm and @nother alternate
_-shdll b electéd ‘by'thé concernéd sydiod., - > . - -
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Sec. 4. DETERMINATION OF B:E?_l\{;'uM.AND TERM
COEEITRL e e e - L .

A biennium shall’begin’ With:a fegliar convention, shall include a
period of approkim'a'té'ly‘-_ftw “years: and shall. come to an -end
immediately before,the opening of the next: regular convention.
The term of an Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church delegate shall
include two such bienniums. There shall be no limit to.the number
of terms for which a person may serve as long as he is otherwise
eligible. :

ARTICLE 11 MINISTERS

Sec. 1. SELECTION OF CANDIDATES FOR THEOLOGICAL
TRAINING . :

8. Qualifications for admission :

1. Candidates for admission shall have compl'e:tgé‘--.=;_atb;:,;ljeast |
twenty-one vears of age and shall not. hava completed more
than twenty four years of age by the time-of the opening day

of the class for which they are.being considered,

2. Candidates applying for theological study shall be
qualified according to the rules and specifications of the con-
cerned seminaries and the requirements of the course offered.

3. Candidates for admission to B. D" trairiifig’ shall- have
earned a university degree. o

4. Candidates considering eatering the ministry - shall apply
for admission through the concerned synod president, ordina-
rily one year in advance. The synod. president and a;s_m,a;l__-i
committee shall visit the house of the prospective candidate,
and if possible his school; shall consult with - his pargnts,
local pastor and teachers; and shall give prayerful ,c,ounqe;l_l-i.ng-

and guidance to the prospective Ga.nd-idé;e.:
b. Entrance examinations :

- ;"cahd‘idates for t_hqb‘!i;gical tta,ining:, -shall sit for.the -_e_ﬁt,r,a'ncg-
- examinations required. by the. concemed college .and. sfialy
~ attain -therfei'n such standard 1{35--,,_'m'a_yj'_bg.-‘:;_dgtﬁ;e'rmi_ggq.; 9},-@”&‘;
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colleges or by this Church from:time to time. Candidates
shall also appear for.interview before: Lutheran members of
the faculties of the theological colleges, or before other
interviewers, as may be determined by the Executive Council -

¢. Selection

1. Detailed report of the results of the entrance
examination and the interview shall be made to the
ministeriums of the synods to which the candidates
betong. Prayerfully the ministeriums shall consider the
candidates offering themselves, taking into account the
reports from the theological colleges, as the well as
the opinions of pastors, teachers and institutional
heads who have known the candidates Bearing in
mind the fact that the candidates recommended may

- become the shepherds and leaders of God's Church,
the ministerium shall spend some time in prayer for God’s
guidance in the matter before them -and shall then make
recommendation of the candidates to be selected,
sending the report to the. Committee on Synods -of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church.

2. The Committee on Synods shall receive from. the
synods their recommendations, and from the candidates a
complete physical examination report from a church
hospital, and shali forward them with their recommen-
dation to the Executive Council,

3. The Executive Council shall make final ‘recommen-
dation of the candidates for admission by the theological
colleges, : ' '

d. Probation

Theological students shall be 6n probation fof the first year of

their study. Atthe end of the: first-year the faculties of the
theological ‘¢olteges - shall be. requested: to report fully on the

studerits, ‘enabling the  ‘Exedutive Council ' of the Andhra

Evangelical Lutheran Church to make decision ‘as to the

a |
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continuance ‘Qf the student. in the: college At any time-during .
the course of study: *theastudemunay be required by ‘the Church
or by the college to :discontinue his study at the institution.

Sec. 2. EXAMINATION AND ORDINATION OR RECEPTION
AS A MINISTER

a. A minister of another church who seeks reception as a
minister of this Church shali be interviewed by the Examining
Committee of this Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church as to
his reasons for seeking admission to this Church, his accep-
tance of the Confession of Faith of this Church, his toyal
appreciation of the organization and work of this Church and
its subsidiary bodies and his general education. The Examining
Committee shall then make recommendation to the Executive
Council of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church concerning
his reception as a mlmster of this Church.

b. Candidates for ordination as ministers of this Church shall
be examined by the Examining Committee concerning their
general fitness for the office of the ministry, reasons for
seeking the office, theological attainments. acceptance of the
Confession of Faith of This Church and loyal appreciation of
the orgamzatton ‘and ‘work of the church’ and its subsidiary
bodies. The Examining Committee shall also cons|det 8 con-
'fidential report given by the theologlcal college in which the
candldate studied, and another such report given by the synod
in which the candidate has worked after the completion of his
theological course. Candidates for -ordination shall have
completed twenty-four years of age by the time of ordination.
Report and recommendation shall be made by the Examining
Committee to the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
ministerium.

¢.. The report of the Examining Committee shall be, received
and considered by the. mlmStenum of the Andhra Evangeheal
Lutheran Qhurch end. recommendations shall be mads by tho
. ministerium to-the, Executive Council concemmg ordmation of
the candidates. : PR : .
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d. The Executive Council]-shall take, final.action concerning
the ordination of candidates after .having.received the report
of the ministerium accompanied by the confidential report of
the theological colleges and the report and recommendation
of the Examining Committee. Before the authorization is given
for the ordination of a candidate, there shall be assurance
from the Committee on Synods that the candidate, if ordained,
will be assigned, to a particular parish. (See these by-laws
Art, VI, Sec. 16, b. 5) The Executive Council shall then
autharize the president to ordain approved candidates,

e. Every application for admission to the ministry of the
church by ordination or reception shall sign the constitution -
and by-laws of the Church at the time of his ordination or
reception, signifying his willingness. to abide by them,

3. CLERGY ROLL

a. The clergy roll of the Andhra Evangelicaj Lutheran Church

shall consist -all of ministers ordained or received by this-
Church and of all ordained missionaries sent by the * Board

of World Missions to service in this Church, including all such

ministers and ordained missionaries working inthe Andhra

Evangelical Lutheran Church, those serving . outside the area

of the A.E.L. Church with the permission.of the. Executive

Council, and retired ministers of the Andhra Evangelica

Lutheran Church who retain their membership in a congraga-

tion of this Church. - '

b. - The clergy roll of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
shall ba maintained by the president of this Church.

c. Regarding ministers withdra'Wing from the clergy ro!l of
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church :

1. A minister who leaves the work of the ministry and
engages in secular pursuits without the call or assignment
of the “Executive Council shall cease to be.a minister of

———

*Now called the Division ot Wekid Mission and Ectimenism
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" this Church.  His nathe shall'be removed from the clergy

roll, andhis ordmaﬁbh papers diposited with the presndent
of the Church.

Such a pastor may be restored.to the clergy roll if he gives
satisfactory evidence :of the desire to return to the minis-
try, and requests assignment. as a pastor and is assigned
or called by the Executive Council.

2. A minister may demit the ministry voluntarily by
giving written notice of that fact to the president of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, subject to the limi-
tation of item four below. The name of such a minister
shall be removed from the clergy roll’ and his ordination

' papers deposited with the president of the Church,

If one who has demitted the ministry gives satisfactory
evidence of desiring.to return to the office of the ministry,
the Executive.Council may consider his request.and on
the merits of the case may take action ta reinstate him in
the clergy rofl of this Church and to restore t0 him his
ordination papers. . '

3. A ministry may be removed from the ministerial office, -
be requited to deposit his rordination -papers with the
president of the Church, .and have his .name removed
from 1the clergy roll of this Church. by action of the
Executive Council of .this Church in accordance with the
procedures laid down in this constitiition and its by-laws.
One who has been so removed from the-office of the
ministry shall not be reinstated as a minister of this Church
or dismissed in good standlng to another Church

4. A”minisf-ﬂter~.of~the Andhra Evangelical L_qtheran Church

- ghall ‘sefve this Church for & period-of seven years in order

to discharge his theological training-bond. Faijlure so to
‘serve _shall make. him liable to repay to the church one

e ;mventh of the stated cost of such. tramlng for each year

less than seven ‘which he's sérves.



BY L. LAWS ‘OF THE A, E. L. CHURCH ART. It: . 48
Se¢. 4. DISCIPLINE OF MINISTERS

a. Ministers_shall be-liable to discipline for the offences set
forth in the constitution of the ‘Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
Church, (Art. IV, Sec. 4.c.) S

'b. The president of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
shall have primary respansibility to take cognizance of all
offences by ministers of this Church that would make. them
liable to discipline. Such offences may also be reported to
the president of the Church by the presidents of synods or
by others, in which cases the charge against a minister shall
be specific, in wtiting, addressed to the president of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church and signed by those

]

making the chaiges.

cC. The. president of the Andhra Evangelical 'Lufheran Church
- shall 'settle the matter by pérsonal enquiry and advice if
- ‘pbssible ‘but shall report all suchi cases .to: he  Executive

Couricil, - , -
- d. - if, however, the president or' Execiitive Council of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran-Ghurch deems further proceed-
Ings necessacy or if the accused minister shall desmeg that
the" case bs. j-re__f.errec‘i 1o a.committee on discipline, ‘such g
committee shall be conistituted to hear the case, ., .

R Comm,iuéefnn Discipline: -
I.. Composition ‘and. appointment

- A Committee on Discipline shall be composed of ten members
- learned in-‘fhe'doct_tihe and practice of the Church, none of
whom shall be members of the synod of which the accusad
minister is 8 member. Of these ten, six shall be ordained men
.and four shall be laymen. The president of the Church shall
be one of thie clerical members except in the case of disciplie
hary sction sgsiist hitn. The other membiers shall be appointed
by thé 'Efé‘d’l]'fi\i"e*'Cdun‘&i'l%ﬁon_l,hqm_inaﬁbh‘sy the Executive

7 Couineii‘s"Committes on Nomiifiations’ and Crédentials in the
ERE T+ e :

3

" following tbinhigr: -
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The Committee on Nothingtions and Crederitials of:.the Exeeu-
tive Council: shall present the names of five ordained men
and four laymen. The Executive Council may then nominate
other ordained men -and laymen if desired. If oth&r nomina-
tions are made, eagh member of the Executive Council shall
then indicate by written ballot the order of preference which
he gives to the names of each category separately. The five
ordained men and four laymen who receive the highest totals
shall constitute the committee along with the president.

The president shall serve as chairman of the committee except
in the case of disciplinary action against him. This committee
shall normally be eppointed for the period necessary to hear
and dispose of the case referred to it, but no term shall be
fixed for its membership. -

In case charges are made:against the president of the. Church
accusing him of offences which would. make him - liable to
discipline, these shall be addressed to the vace-pres:de_m and
the treasurer of the Church, who jointly shall settle the matter
by persona! enquiry and advice if possible but shall renort the
matter to a meeting of the Executive Council called by the
vice-president and the treasurer jointly and presided over by
the vice-president. If the  Executive Council deems further
proceedings necessary .or if the president shall deemed that
the case be referred to a committee on discipline, the Executive .
Council shall appoint such. a committee -consisting. of .six
ordained men and four laymen, among whom the Executive
Council shal! designate the  chzirman. The President of the
Church shall designate the chairman. The President of the
Church shall not be a member of that committes,

2, i‘Plocedure

a. The committee on d:scnpllne through its chqirman '
shall fix a time and place for hearing. the. charges. of
which’ nme and place the. accused shall, be given at least
ten days’ notlce in wratlng One mlmster and one laymah
out side the membershlp of the commlttee shall be .named
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by the' ‘president of ‘tie " CRiTe A" 10 gather’evidence and
prosecutsé the case against the accused to final‘judgement
of innocence or inposition ota penalty,

{n the case of disciplinary action against the .president of
the Church, tne Executive Council shall appoint these
two persons., to prosecute the case. The accused shall
have the right to question witnesses and to testify and to
call witnesses on his own behalf. The accused shall be
entitled to & full hearing but the committee may refuse
to hear testimony that clearly has no bearing upon the
charges or that is unduly repetitious.

(b) The Committee on Discipline shall make a written
report which shall be filed with the president of the
Church stating what have been found to be. the facts in
the case and containing either (1) atinding of innocence
or (2) by atwo - thirds vote a finding of guilt with a
recommendation of appropriate penalty as laid down-in
Sec. 4. b. above. Only factual evidence. shall be
- ‘determiriative of the findings although other considera-
tions may find a place in,.the. recommendations of
penalty. The report may aisd contain a discussion
of the reasons for arriving at the ‘findings and
recommendations. pe A

(c)  The president of the Church shall forward copies of
the report to the actused with a notice thai any appeal
therefrom mustbe lodged with him within thirty days
‘from'the“da\ynpf-mailing the notice or of personal delivery
thereof. 1f neither party should file an appeal within
the time specified, the findings shall be accepted as
bindingfacts :concerning’ the charges made and the
president of the Church shall report ‘the findings and
recommendations to the next session of the Executive,
Councll. The Executive Council shall by 'a' majority
vote ‘pass ‘upon the recommendations of & penally

proposed by the Committee on Discipline.
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(d) Appeals from the.findings and recommendations of
the Committee on D|sc|plme shall be allowed upon the
following grounds and no others :

(1) prejudicial conduct on the part of a member or
of members of the committee on discipline.

{2) obvious falslty of testimony upon which any
material findings-are based

(3) lack of ev:dence in support of . any material
findings.

(4) discovery of evidence (whose purport is to be set
out in the appeal) likely to change material
findings, which evidence was unknown or unavalable
to the appellant at the time of the hearmg before the

. Committiee on Discipline.

(5) admission of guilt and avowal of repentance with
a plea for mitigation of the penalty.

(f) 'The penaltres which may be amposed upon ministers are:

1.

5.

prlvate censure and’ admonttlon by the premdent of
the Church -

publlc censure and admomtion before 'the tonvention
of the A. E. L, Church,

loss ofi mcrement or fine,

temporary removal on loss: of pay for a specified.
period, or until there is evidence of- repentance and
amendment sat'is‘fac'tory to the Execuuvé Council,

‘deposmon from the mumsterlal offlce.

(9) Appeals

Al appeals shall be heard by the Commissmn of

Adjudlcatuon . .

ot
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The ’Cbmmisslo‘h of: Adieﬂncanbn, actingas an a'ppeals
cammmé"d* ghiall ' determine in. What nanner.- any facts
‘offsted forits: ‘donsideration shall be established and how:
-~argument may be presented. After hearing’ ‘the appeal,
-along” -with -admissible facts and argument, it shall decide
e:thar (1) that thie appeal is- .withiout foundation and dismiss
it: ‘o {2) that:the- charges olight' to be dismissed without
furthsr tieafing: dnhd so dismiss them; or (3) tha report of the
Cammiftés oA l?iscnp!ine shill be-redrafted in the. light of.:the
appedl dnid efer “the report. to that committee- for such
- redrafting ; or.” {8). “hat the case should be re- -heard, . Ifithe
décision of the’Commission 15 that the case be-re-tieard,. the
- CommilEsion shallproeeéd to do:8o:in awardance w:th the
provisions of Sec 4.1, 2 (a) above.

24, After re-heatings - s,uch a case:the: Commisslon of. Adwdi-
-cation shatl make a written;report which shall.hg filed, with.
‘the. president:of: the Ghurch:: §tating: awhat. have -pgan found to
be the facts in the case &nd containing either .. {1):a finding’
of innocerice. or (2) by a twoa-thirds voteafmdmg of guilt
~nithr a:recormmendation of -approptiate penalty: asitaid .down
‘In Sec. 4. b:abdve. Only factaal-dvidence shalk be. detetmi-
native ofithe ifandmgs dltnough.: athbr: .consideration.: may:find.
1: placé in_ therecommeridations of penafty. The réport'may
=Hlso ¢ qonteﬂn & discussiof: -of the reasons for arﬁvmg ‘at the
:;fmdmgs and :ecommendatlons :

" 3.« T,he Executwe councuLshall bya; majonty vote pass .upon
' the fecommendataons of a penalty proposed by the Commis-
, s:on of. Adjudtcatlon. ' \ .

3 by the bommiSsnon of ﬁidmdlcation and |
Gl.’ undar thls sgctlon on a,ppeals shall be

'.""‘ o :

). B8 soah as rfeasiblegaf{er damslmr is made Tega:dingr the
5 ﬂenaﬂ.ﬁx :ﬁe ,.p:esida nt-of:the; Bhureh shall. impose thatpanalty
;sm;na presoncs: ofithe: ﬁbﬂ@sed‘s Tl&e@bsenﬁet ;of the‘aceused,

-however, shall ‘not affact -or delay the Imposition. wﬂt; the.
prescnbeﬂ penalty. ' _ _
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(1) Normaily, an accused paster shall continue. to function
as usual during the -diseiplinary procedures. If upon investi-
gation,. however, -obvious heresy ot gross immorality-of:the
‘accused'is apparent or -if-he shall have admiited his guilt or
absconded, -or 'if the circumstances ére such that. in the
opinien of the presjdent of the Church. . ‘the Church ‘would
suffer material injury by the accused's -continuing to-exercise
the office of the ministry during ‘the progress. of disciplinary
-procedures, the president of the! Church -may immed-i,ately
suspend the accused from the office and fungtions of the
ministry-until such charges against hiﬂ%’ha‘_ve;been‘ fully and
finally decided by the Church. All such suspensions shal) be
reported  to the next meeting of the Executive- Council
which, may reinstate the accused pending disposition of the
charges, - - '

(i) Notice sent by the registered post'with‘-'acknowl.edge‘me_nt_

due to the official address.of the accused shall fulfi{ -the

requirefitents of Hotice set forth in previous ~paragraphs of
~'this section. - - o -

(k)" With the exception “of a-person ..;whomas--;bfegn-:remm}ed

- from .the -office. of the ministry (ses Art..Il} 3Sec. 3:.6%q)
ministary. underdisci pline by, the An dhra Eyénge;lj'cial Lutheran
Church shall not be el i'g‘ib'!e'f-fo‘r-"funher{seiiyica in the church

or for. dismissal In good standing to another-Church ahless
he has been restored fo good. standing by fulfilment -of -the
conditions of the penalty imposed and by action of the Execu-

_tive Council of the' Ahdﬁr'a_”Evaﬁ_‘ge;lica_l Lutheran Chuich.

Lic
e ke, C

() .No action, decision or Jjudgement-of thie Committeées: on

Discipline, of .the Comnmission of Adjudication or of the
Executive ‘Council in such a fatter of discipline shall be
subjectto dppeal or revision by any pefson of Couft:giitside the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, Any minister proteeding

‘to a.cquit outside the. ‘Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church in

suclt:a. matter. shali forthwith :lose -his. . ministerigl: “Status
~and- g membership-in t-he~%'~?@sndhra'g':"‘EVangelic'ai-‘f‘i"ffl-mtt_ié_ra'n

., rg’
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- ARTICLE ill. OFFICERS .
Sec. 1. SUPPORT OF THE OFFICERS: OF THIS CHURCH

| BY-'LAWS OF THE A, K. L. CH

(8) ' The president of this Church, being a full-time officer,
shall receive from the central budget of the church the’same
salary to which he  would be entitled were ho serving a

parish of the church, plus an allowance of Rs. 100~ per

(b) Inthe annual budgst the Boardlof]Finance shall make
provision for the office:s’ necessary expenses incident to the
duties imposed by their respective offices. :

Sec. 2. .INCAPACITY OF THE PRESIDENT OF THIS CHURC

(a) If at.any time membars of,the Exeoutive Council are o f
the opinion that the president of this‘Churc

‘Church is suffering from
such physical or mental disability.as may render him incapable

of performing his duties. such members of the Executive
Council shall inform the vice-president and) the treasurer of
the Church concerning their opinion, If this opinion is held one
third "andexpressed in writing by one third or,more of the
members of;the Exacutive Council, this.matter shall be eported. .-
to a meeting of the Executive- Council calied by the vice-presj. -
- dent and the treasurer jointly and presided over by the vice-
president. Ifa majority of themembers of the Executive Council
~ are ofthe opinion that the president of the Chuich is suffering
from such physical or 'mental disability as may render him
incapable of performing his duties, he shall bo examirfed by
doctors of the C, M. C. Hospital, Vellore, Refusal of the
presidentso to be exgmined shall -be .deemed conclusive
. evidence of serious disabllity and the provislons of paragraph .
~(c) below shali come into effect without medical examination.
b, I, Inthe opinion of the aforesaid doctors, he is suffering
from such physical ‘or mental disability as may render him
temporarily incapable of performing his duties, he shall abstain
" from the_ performance of thoge dutles until the said doctors -
"upon re-éxamination, certify that he Is sufficiently recovered to
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. e After a pstition admissibla under Sec. 3. b. ‘above has
boen received by the Commission. of Adjudicatlon. it the
Commission desms it essential to good order that the accused
officer should be suspended, the Commission, six members
concurring, shall direct its chairman so to notify the Exect-
tive council; which under the chairmanship of anotnar officer
not accused, shall decide. the matter by written ballot. If
two-thirds of the votes cast in the Executive Council jfavour
suspension of the accused officer. he: shall forthwith be
suspended from performance of the duties of his office
pending action on tha petition,, and the Executive:Council shali
make provision tor the performance of such duties adinterim
The Executive Council shall also arrange that all properties
equipment, situations etc. pertaining to the office shall  be
. turned.over to the person designated DLy the Executive
: Counc:l :

LS
L

ARTICLE 1 -

PROCEDURE FOR NOM!NATION AND ELECTION

Sec 1. Unless otherwise provided in the cons:tutlon or. hy-laws
of this Church, nomination of two suitable persons, if avail-
‘able, for each elective position shall be. made by the Com~
mittee on Nominations and-Credentials of the convention
- = of of the Executwo council, as the case may be.: A panel
‘representing a certam constituency shall contain names from
that -constituency .only. «Names may also be added from the
floor of the electing body unless otherwise prohnblted in the
constitution or by-taws of the. Andhra .Evangelical. Lutheran
Church. Such nominations from the floor shall be referred to
' the Committee on Nominations and- Credentials for scrutjny
~ and report but that committee shail have no right to elimlnata
*°  any name, : : .

[

~Sec. - 2.' All electio"r;s shail Be-by secret wri:ten ba,l.lo-t.. Qfficial

+ . voting papers shall be provided by the chairman of. the. Com-
mittee on Nominatons and Credentials and any.fvots npt Tc-
corded on an official voting ‘paper shall be rejected.
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Sec: 3. In the case of elections by a convention of the synod or
- - the Andhid “Evangslical *Lutheran “Ghurch, provision.shall be
Miade:for vofers to‘mark and gast their'batlots at placg§‘in the
' édm’/éﬁt‘-ibn_\_—hal!-"squiciently. temoved from the seafs of the
delégates so that tha ballot of the voter cannot be observed .

- “byany ét‘her’f)‘ef’so_n. | E | T

Sec, 4. Members of the concerned Committee on Nominations
and Credentials (see these by-laws Art. Vil Sec. 9.b.'|. and 2,)
shall serve as tellers for all elections excep t.that no
person who has been nominated for election shall serve as a

 teller fot ballots felating to the post for ‘which he has been

" nominated, if additional tellers are needed, the chairman of
the session shall nominate them from among the delegates

- but- they shall- serve only if approved by the body in
which the:electionis being conducted (Executive: Council or .
convention); ' : -

.Séc. 6. ‘The. resultof each ballot in every ‘election shall be

. @nnournced to the body.in.which the election is' being con-
ducted (Executive Coungil or convention), .

o . ARTICLE v. -

BT LI o B e ! .
‘E’L§§TED":'AND-APPO[!\LIED REPRESENTATIVES. .

[Sec. 1." EXECUTIVE COUNGIL MEMBERS ELECTED By THE
- GRURCH Ay WOF THE ANDHRA EVANGELICAL LUTUERAR
- 2 '-RCH#S FOLLOWS NEED NOT BE DELEGATES 16 THE.
- CONVENTION OF THE ANDH RA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN

.. B There shall: be gight Indians elected. by the:converition of

- this-Church to: membership. on the. Exscutive Couricil, - For
" .each of.the Memberships on '1'39“"'Exeezﬁ:ﬁvel‘-'Go"uné-i-lﬁ

‘ tials of the _"co‘pvgiﬁtion; g Noniinations from H:tiiéf"fié'c'irﬁﬁr-éaéh
enhengbshall be perimitted, . .. .o oororea

5 10 it

LA
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1. Nominated lay persons shall be confirmed, at least
twenty-five years of age,jinfgood standing -in. a congregation
of this Church and a.contributor to the Suvarth Dhana Nidhi
fund according to the by-tawsiof the. Andhra Evangelical
‘Lutheran Church, 'synod and parish. Nominated, ordained
persons shall be on the clergy roll-of this Church, and shall
not have been under disciplinejduting the flve years pnor to
election. :

2. Each delegate to the convent'on shall cast his Wrstten
baliot for one of the persons nommated 1o each mempbership,
and the person in each panel r=cewmg 8 majanty -vote shall
be déclared elected :

b. There Ashall‘be two missionaries, o’ne-“of‘wﬁom‘ -shall be e
woman, elected by tha-convention of this'Chutch lipon nomi-.
nation by the Committee ‘on Nominations -andi:=Ctédentials to -
serve on the Executive Council. Nominationsd from the jflooe
tfor each panel shall be- permitted. Each delegate to di'le
‘converition shall- cast his written bailét for bne of the
missionaries nominated for each: membershlp. o

Sec. 2. BOARD MEMBERS

a. The convention of this Church shall efect members of the -
~ boards.of the Church as faid down in ‘Ast. X!1:0€ ttie -constitu- -
tion of the Andhra Evangeljcal Lutheran Church from panels
submitted by those boards. Further rtommatlone from ‘the

floor of the convention shall be ‘permitted. - Edch. delegate to -

the convention shall cast his written ‘ballot for. one” of the
- persons nominated for each membersh‘lp End thénne recelving
a majority vote shall be declared elected '

b The Executive Council of thns Church shall ebpolnt ujpon"""
“recommandation by the president, membaérs ‘of the’ board_s of
-~ 'the Church as requited: by the consntutlon. BT

'Séc. 3. INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS
Statlstic"ian R S e

Do

“The statlstumhn shall be appomted biehﬁiaﬂwby ﬂie: éﬂ&eﬁtwa
Council upon nommauon by the president-of the Church and
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shall work under the diraction of the Board of Fin.a_nce. His
duties shall be to collect, tabulate, print and distribute
annually stgtistigs covering the wark of the Church.

The treasurer .of the.Church -shall be the--archivist-although
the Executive:Counci, upen nomination . by the- presidant of
‘the:churgh, may, apppint.an assistant: archivist who;shall’ be
in:eharge:-of the:baptismal registers:of the East. and West
Godavari syriods. The archivist:shall-be:the-custodian -0f the
archives of the, Church, preserving.all the.records and. docu-
ments of the former Guntur and Rajahmundry synods of the
Andhra Evangelical Lgtheran Church. Thess. shall' inglude
complete sets of the printed minutes of the Church and of the
synads, as well .as- -important “offigial lettess, papers: and
doguments. The_zarchivist shall seek to maintain these. articles
‘in arder.and in good, condition. He.shall grant access-to the
archives ;only upan. the written permission of the.presidant of.
the.Church, .and shalf take csre thatno papets are. ramoved
from.the-archives. Upon.tequest.and upen the. payment of a
-fée.he.shall-issue t0.the. concerned party true-copies.of.entries
in tha.baptismal tpgisters. |

-

c. Historian

upon 'nomin{&t_ion'*bv ‘the president of the Church. He shall
conduct-research in the-history ofthie Church ‘and its consti-
tuent bodies including biographical staternents of outstanding

An' historian shalt be- appointed by the Executive Council

members. Upon the degath of sugh 2 member the histérian

shall presentto. the. conventign.of the. Andhra. Evapgelical
LUtﬁ'eran_Chﬂrch‘.'"a‘b’ﬂéf"stat_ement concerning the life and
work of the member. :The:histarianiombetialf.of:the Church
shall apply for membership in the Church H istory Association

otindie
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d. Marriage recorders

"Upon nomination by the president of the church, the Executive
Council shall appoint one marriage recorder for the Guntur
synods and another for the Godavari synods. [t shall be the
duty of these recorders to receive, at least quarterly, extracts
in duplicate from the marriage licensees, record these in-per~
manent registers and forward one copy of each extract to the
District Marriage Registrars concerned.  The marriage recor-
ders shali conduct any Necessary correspondence with
Government ‘concerning licenses. Upon request and upon

psyment of a fee he shall issue to the concerned parties true
copies of the marriage extracts. |

e. Literature secretary

. The literature secretary shall be appointed for a term of three
years by the Executive Council upon the recommendation of
the Board -of Chiistian Education and- Literature. The
secretary may be re-appointed. - His work shall be under the
direction of that board. He shall have responsibility for the
“Andhra Lutheran’’, shall publish the annual almanac, 6alen-
der and diary of the Church, shall assist in the production of
literature for the Church; and shall seek to encourage others
to write suitable iiterature as directed by the board. '

Sec. 4. REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER ‘BODIES

.Representatives to the bodies mentioned .below shall be chosen -
- with a view to continuity of representation to. the body, and shall

be confirmed members in good standing of a cangregation of this

- Church.
‘a. Representatives to be elected -or ‘designated by the
cdnveqtiorg of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church.

1. National Christian Council |

At the last regular convention of this Church’ pfecfe_,din'g the
triennial assembly of the National Christian Council the con-

-~
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vention shall elect six represegntatives, of whom two shall be
missionaries, to that assembly by ballot on nomination by the
Committee on Nominations and Credentials of the convention.
The president of the Church shali be one of these representa-
-tives. -

‘2. Andhra Christian Councii‘ - RIS

At each regular brenmal convention of this . C,l;\u(tch« the

convention shall elect nine ‘representatives to 1hg:: Andhra

Christian Council by ballot on nomination by the - Committee

on MNominations and Credentials of the convention. Three of
these nine shall be mrssuonanes The president of the Church
shall be-one of these representatwes

Ordman!y from among these representatives the president of
the Church shall designate one person as a member of the.
Board of Educatton of the Andhra Chrrstuan Council

Ordrnanly from among these representativas the presrdent
shall designate one missionary and one Indian as members of
the ‘Board of Chrrstran Broadcastrng of the Andhra Christian
COURCIla _ :

3. Federation of Evangelrcal Lutheran Churches in lndra

At the last regular convention of this Church -preceding the
triennial conference of the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran
Churches iIn [ndla the convention shall elect to that coriference
_fourteen representatlves by ballot on nomination by the Com-
" mittee on Nominations and Credentrals of the cenvention. At
- least three of these representatives shall be missionariss, The
'pres:dent of:the church shall b@ one of these representatwes

From among these represematwes the conventuon shall:* elect

one person as a member of the . Executlve Commrttee of the
) Federa;ron of Evangelical Lutheran Churchés in Indla and the -
president-of the Church shall desrgnate one person as a mem-
ber of the Board of Publication of the. Federatlon of Evangeli,- |
¢al Luthern Gnurches in India. ,
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I G&’dn’éﬁ’oﬂﬂe RisWi~ Miksion

:At+each “bwnn?iall ‘gonvention: of : theChurch “the ebnvohtion
-shallelgct-onepsrson by Galloten- -newinativh bythe Gommi-
ttee on Nominations and Credentials of the convétitibn to
serve, along with the president of the Church, as a represan-
_tattve on. the Council of the:Rewa~Mission,

-

B. ﬁébtésenfﬁt‘i\res"to be'glected or Héslghafé‘d by tﬁe‘ "Exdtutive
C‘Ou’ﬁéﬂ ' : .

1. Lutheran Church In America

Prior to the regular biennial convention .of the Lutheran
Church in America- the .Executive Council- .or-the Asdhra
Evangelical Lutheran Church may .elect two fratérnal repre-
sentatives to that. convention. Sueh - election- shall be by
ballot upon nomination by the Committee on Nomination and
“Grifentidls 6f the Exstutive: Council.  KNorhally hese two
‘féﬁt%dn"thtifrt!s's‘.hélf‘ba‘persizms *wiio’ gdribe expotted taibe in
- 4YHe- Uited " Statey: oh other btiﬁries’é‘ﬂ*thé*tlmé“éﬁitﬁé ‘can-
vention of the Lutheren Church in Amerlca
‘2, Gurdkiil Cdll'e-'ge‘caunci‘r '
fhe Exechtlve Councll shill ‘deéig‘haté or’i'e“reprewhﬁtivé"to a
three-year {érth on the Grrukil Collaygs, Council, Ma‘dras,
upon  nomiination by ‘the Board of ChfiSti’an ‘EducHtion and
Litérature, Notfiination miay - dfso be mdde from'the’ 'I’i‘OOr of :
. the. Execufive ‘Courieil.

!

3. Board of G’overnbrs of the: Andrfra él‘msuan Thetﬂumcal
COllBQB . ) ) CL - ) ] /‘ ) . '

The Execuhv“e Council'shall déslgnaté“fivé r@rés@ntﬁtivﬁMach

fo'a f’éu’r-year et on the Board of Gevérnors dfthe wridhra
" Chiristian Theofogical Coltage tpor “fiothination By s Board
- of Christidn E‘dlféﬁtlori and Litérature: Ndﬁﬁﬁﬁtldﬁs ma% also
 be made from the floor of the* Exacutive Councili- -
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¥ Uhloa* Mi;s;'s'i‘_csn' “Fuberculosis. :Sanatorium; Medana-
‘paife: o '

. ‘The Execut:ve Councu shall designate one representative to a
. _%three‘ayeamterm»,on the :Board.-of the-Wnion. Mission Tuber-
weulesisiBanatorium.ypen.nomination.by the Board.of. Madical
Services. Nominations may also be mada from-the flaor of
the Executiver Council.

5. Christian Modizal College- Hospital, Véllora

The ‘Executive ‘Coihcil ‘8hall designdte: two represertatives,
‘each to & three-year ‘term, on-the ‘Counoili of'the ‘Ghistian
‘Medical - College: ‘Haspital, Véllore, -upon nominatian:by the
‘Board -of ‘Medical Services, Nominations may alsvbeemade
“from’ the’ floor ‘'of th'e Executive Council.

ARTICLE VI-BOARDS :
S’ev I ME‘MB?ERSMF

e, Tlﬁe sactrgnfon membe:shlp,cexceptparagraphsd f., andg
,fshaHI aApply. 10 tha executme Councll as. .well .as to the:
- xbaatda e :

4 Cos

b Only conflrmed members of thls ‘Church in ‘good: standing _

| whp.c.omqbutm to the Suvartha Dhana .Nidhi Fundof the
. Chureh .a,ccotdlllg ‘to thé. by = Iaws of the Andhra’ Evangallcal-
.Listheran. Ehurch;synod and parish, shall be’ eligible for'mem-
bershtp,onaxbpa:d of thlS Chutch. Thlsqualxﬁcatlcm shisll not
: apply to board representatives from- government, ufiiversity or
“inter-church bodies as provided for in the consti‘tuﬁmdf the
S % {.—;.L.@humb Art, Kl Personsjwhose salagy is included in the
, hudgﬁt@;&ﬂ bpard,shall not-be appointed or elected to “mem-
: _fwbel;smpmmatboar,dunless required .by. the- constltd‘tmn of
: .tha chumh

6 ‘l‘%’rmr‘oi*L Members SN

i --W*bihn-niummhali» vtbagmn, wmh a. mgular u@nwemn,,.shall
mclude a panod of approxlmately twro: «vﬂans, mdrm;llnooma
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to an end immediately before the opening of the. next regular
convention. The term of a board member. unless other-wise
specified, shall include two such bienniums.

There shall be no limit to the_number of terms for. which
a person may serve'as member of a board as fong as he Is
- otherwise eligible. = '
d. Board members elected by the synod need not be dele- .
gates to the synod convention but shall be qualified as in"Sec.
l. b. above.. They shall be elected by the synod convention
upon nomination by the Committée on Nominations and
Credentials of the,synod. NAMES of. eligible persons in the
required constituencies may also be nominated on the floor
~ of the convention but.such nominations shall be referred to
the Committes on Nominations and Creédentials of the synod
which shell report on their- eligibility. °

L ]

o. Board members elected by the convention of the A:E. L

Church need not be delegates to the convention of the A. E.L.

Church but shall be qualified as in, Sec |. b. above. They" shall

be elected by the convention of the A.E£. L. Church from

panels presented by the concerned board and nominatlons.
shall be permitted from the floor of the convention.

f. The president of the Church shall make recommendatsbn,
to the Exscutive Council of persoris to be appointed by that
body as members of the boards of the Church but the Execu-
tive Council shall have freedom to appomt any persons
quahfled as in Sec. L. b. above. ' .

- g. Noone shall be eligible to serve as ‘2" ‘mamber of more
~ than two boards of the church, whether BX-OfflCIO, elected
or appomted ifin any capacity or by any method of:selection
. a parson bgsomes a member of more than two bodids, - he
shall resign forthwith "from all but twe.. A person cannot
resign from an ex-officio membership on a board, For
purposes- of this paragraph the. Exgculwe Counc:jl mll also bek
 eounted;-as a board. _ . g .
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" h. When a reprasentatnve of a consmuency -shall ceasé to

" represent that constituency, or if he ceases to be a member in
good standing in his congregation, he automatically shall cease
t6 be'a member of that:board-and the vacancy shall be filled
as provided below. A represntative of a synmod may change
~his residence-and place of congregational membership within
that synod without losing his membership on the board but if.
he moves his residence outgide the area of the -synod, he shall

~ cease to be a member of that board and the vacancy shali
be fillad as provnded below. :

A member of a board who has been given pnv:leged leave by
the Chuirch, or sent on official duties for a definite period by
the Church, or permltted by the Church to accept an inter-
church appointment for a definite period shall retain that

membership provuded he satisfies the requirements for attend-
_ ance.

i i a‘membe'_a_r of a board is absent from its meetings twice
consecutively and is unexcused, hé automatically shall cease
to' be @ member and the vacancy shall’be filled as provuded
below

7 Intenm vacancles

& Intetim vacancies.in board memberships are those vacan-
-ciés which occur other than at the end of regular terms (two
-bienniyms in the cass of elected and- -appointed. mambershlps
two years in the.case of certain specified - ex-otf:cio member-
ships by rotatlon) Vacancies which occur at the end of
regular terms but are not filed at that time, - shall alse be
deemed to be interim vacancies. -

2. Interlm vacancres in board mambershlps shall be fllled as
follows : : ‘- o

. “ . :
(e) Vacancles among the elected - representatives of
synods (except in the case of representdtives of synods
on the Executlve Councily shallbe filled for the unex-
plred torm by electlon by the . conceérned ‘executive
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cammittee. of the: synod.  intetim .--Macamtgam'ccuring
among. the -elected representatives,of a. 'synod on the

- Executive.Gouncil-may be filled -tempararily. by the “execu-
tive.committee.of the synod until the-next-regular conven-
tion of-the. synod, which regulara:onvennon shall the vaca-
ncy. according to:the.procedure.laid down.in the byslaws
for:the synods;Art. V. Sec. 2.c. The:paerspn so elected
shall fill out the unexpited term,

(b) Vacancies among the members elected” by the
convention of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Chdrch to
the ihoards shall-be:filled for-the unexpirad term by .elec-
tion:by-the. Executive Couricil frompanels. submitted by
the:concerend :hoard, .with no; nnmmatio ns allowad from
the:dlaor. :

(c) Vacancies among the members elected by the-conven-
tion of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church to the
Executive Council-shall:be ilected for:the-unexpired:term

- by the- Executive Coungil Nommatlbns 'shall bs. taken

Seg.

from the floor-of -the- Executive: Council -and. e]actlon
shall be only to the unesxpired term.

(d) \Vacancles among members appointedbyithe Execu-
tive Councilishall be filled for the unexpired term by the
Executive. Goungil upon recomfmendation by the prasidont
.of the.Church, as in Sec. . f, dbove. :

(¢) 1in any other case the- vacancv shall be"filled‘by the
Executive ‘Council.

2. a. ORGANIZATION

“,

. Each board shall have such ofﬁceré and édmmiméas may
.be _pravided in its rules of procedure~ ‘Nori- members of a

haa.rcl my. be appointed- to its commlﬂee i1 desnred

,b A. person whose - salary is mcluded In the budget of &

board shallnot be eligible to be chai’rman of that board,
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c. Any employee under a board or commuttee who js glven
or elected to' “additional work, whemar semunerative or
non-remunerative, shall obtain the permission of the.con-
cerned board Or.committée bafore accepting .it. 4n-the.case of
an assignment to be given to an employes of a bosdrd in
addjtion to the work for which he is employed, there
shall be consultation between the Assignments’ Bommtttee
‘and the concerned bpard befere “such .an assigpment Is
made.

- St

All boards shall meet for reorgamzation following the. regular :
.convention of the Church and.at such other tiries:as may be
;deemed ‘necessary. Except by - -permlssion of the Executive
COuncﬂ these meetings shéll be held at thetime and plage of
other board maetings.of the Church, for which notices shalil be
sent by the church office. Normally a board’ shall not meet .
more than three times in any one caféndar year

b. A majority of the members of a board shalf constitute a

. Quorum and a.majority vote of the mem%@t? prasent shall be
npclsggry for. dgclplms of e;boagtd ’

"¢ When amatiar. relatingdo. o pesific ot of the. work

-Mpderaboard is Drasanted to that baard, the barsap inscharge
of that work shali be invited to be prgsent.and shall haye the -

pnvnlege of the floor in that dlscusuon

d ~Imer|m ibuslness atahe. -discretion:of-the chairman, may.
- sbe.submittdto. the ‘members-for postsl or <irculer. vote under
certificate of. postifig “or withacknowlodgement :of docal
o Q;:Ialhge:;y In such a'gircular yote. hegative batlots shall always
I J)o ‘accom pamed .byfegqppefqr opposqg the pro'pp al"__?;j;‘ ase
) negative votes arp. recpive ' an. _shall
' resubmit the rprogosal reportiqg ;the "ra;
L 1[1059,;@1],1?@ tpeseﬂbtge hprgg%g,l Qn ngs ,s, 1o
- ma.!.t.er ,etmll be d,ewe,rmmad bya ﬁlm@le maigri.; 1o, i,-l‘%iim
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allowed for votmg on busmess sent by circu lar shall be two
weeks from the date of mailing the circular: Any votes not

-received within that time shall be deemed - to be in support

of the proposal.

Sec. 4. DUTIES

a. [tshall be the dﬁty of each board :

1. to prepare, submrt to the Board of Finance and admmrster
the annual budget for the work under. that board. Recommen-
dation may ba made to the Executive ‘Counci concemmg_
nNecessary expenses notincluded in the budget.

2. to consider the audited statements of accounts for” work
under that board and make tecommendation to- the Board of
Finance concerning the disposition of budget ‘balances
therein. '

3. to make recommendatlon to - the Executive Council
concerning the higher training - of personnel for employment

‘under that board

‘4, to retommend to the Exetutive Councrl wheén it so

desires, suitable persons for: assigiiment- to adiirims'tratwe

,”‘charges of work relaf8d to the board.. -In the event ' that the

board does' not make -any- recommendation to- the -Executive.

‘Council, the Execttives - Councrl shall neverghaless,‘_preceed',
: -wnh the assagnmant. - , S

-

6. to recornmend to the Executive Councrl rules' TpCIUding

salary scales, for workers and institiutions: under the charge

‘of or related 10 that board. Such rulés shall b:ecdn'ﬁez,gp_erative' .
.-after approval by, the Executive Coungil. x

6. to mamtam a correct and permanent record of all its
proceedrngs, which record shall: be attested by thenchalrman' -

"~ and by the secrétary of the board; to send coples-of.its ‘minu~

- tes to the Ppresident-and  the seécretary of ‘the. Church anﬂ to

the Chaitman of the Committee on Review of Minutes within-
two weaks aftsf the meeting of the board; ‘and - to.- tﬂstrrbute
copies of |ts mlnutes to the members of the board.
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7. to. commumcate without delay actions of the board te ell
persons concerned :

8. to exercise, general control over .all bulldings and grounds -
. used by institutions'and in other work of that board..

9. to carry out in the work of the board the policies and
‘enactments of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church and
to be subject to the Andhra. Evangelrcal Lutheran Church
in all respects. .

10, .to.perform such tasks as rnEV be rec‘;ufr;'e‘d b‘y the conven-
- tion or.the Executlve Cougtil of this Church.

b. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION AND. LITERATURE :

1. 10 serve as the liaison betwesen this Church and the institu-
tions for the theological training of candidates for the ordai.
ned- ministry of ‘this' Church, conveying. to the governing
bodies of these institutions d@ny suggestions. that may seem

 necessary coneermng the preparatron of this. Church‘s candi-
. dates.

/2. to considar and act upon recommendations. from the
~:Andhra Christian . Theological College, or fram' the Gurukul
Lutheran-Theological College and Reaserch Institute, or from
. the United. Theologrcal Coltege, Bangalore, and other semina-
ries to whrch this. Church is- related - concerning staff, frnance .
_“ or. any other matter, and to-make’ recommendation to the .
Executive Council concermng the epporntment of representa-
trves of this Church to governmg bodles of those institutions.

-3, to. arrange for the tralnmg of men and women rnclud:ng_
graduates for the lay ministry-of this Church’ and to have
general control over the Bible tralmng schools of this Church.

4 to seek to- |mprove Christian Educatron in the congre-
gations and institutions of . this Church. giving géneral
supervrsmn to.the work of the Department of Christian ' Edu-
cation as, ‘the’ instrumerit-61 the. board. ‘The composition and-
duties of this department shall be : e oo

-
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(a) Its oomposition

The'departnient shall consist of a - ditector assigned by the
Executive Gouricil -upen: the rocomimendation of the: Asslgn-
ments Committee and the Board of Christian Education and
Litératurs, and of such additionidl staff members as are needed
appointed by the Executive Council Upon the. recommendatlon‘
of thé board of Christian - Education and "Litératué, the
number to be determined from time to tinié as the demands
for litérature and field services itidicate. In the case of ‘ordai-
ned men appointed to any of thess posts; appoiritment shall
be made in consultation with the Committee on Synods.

-

(b) Its duties,

(A) Thé Départmant of- Chistidti Education &han duvelop
and promote ihe use of a total progiatiiie of péﬁsh €duca-
tion — )

(D) dasigned- tb et the nhﬁds of Sundav %hﬁﬁls anid other
“agencies of parish education in the Churtfh

(1y irclodiry 4l wdocutional materiat required for the &bove
bui"pagé A well &” ‘fer the- traminﬁ ‘af.. Ieadérs and: for use

' -lﬁ 1h6 hbf‘ﬁi*

(B) The work of the dapartment shall be prometed thmugh ‘

“the. representﬂtwe synods and thefr related synodlca;l commi-

ttees

(é) The dopartment upon inv:fatlon of the syi‘lods, shall
-aagist with. synod-sponsored - mstltutes, speclal classes ‘and
~rotreats in the. fmld of . Ghnstlan Educauon. ; |

—————

‘(b) fhe Departmént of bhi"i‘étlan Educ‘at:b ' hdéi the
~ Board -of Christian Education tihd: hlteiature; chaﬂ hava' fuil
rasponsabihty; ~Fér S T T

C

;;;;;;

Planmng. prapartng and apbrovlng il tﬁanu-
- &cripts and - otfier thateridls. iQ ihe ’i‘e’i’a _of
Caristian education for pubii“ca'hon. o
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5. t‘d" pfﬁ‘h éndr dlrélt:t fhe pfeg‘ramﬁw of atluit edrucaﬁon in
the Church; - K

6 o plan and direct the prograrﬁms of the leristian
“Home movémont of tﬁa ¢hurch, \

7. to arrange for the productlon, publication and dlstnbutron
of Christian literature for the church, taking inte. considaration.
tecommiendations: ffom synods, boards -amd- other hadres
. of the Ghurch,  Care shall be taken that literature published
byéthi's- Church ig:in conformity with its Confesson.ef Faith,

8. to foster and guide practices of worship which are edifying
fof the. (3-htffch, which - duty -shall include the preparation;
. publication and distribution of books of worship, hvmnah and
. other useful materials. -

9. to. publ\sh the ‘“Andhra Lutheran” and any other
bubﬁcaf'ims duthorizéd for the whole Church.

c IT SHAH.» BE THE DUIY QF THE BOARD GF COLLEGE
' EBUCATION .
1; ’*l'ﬁ uxar&lﬁ'e*gqnéral cbmml over tha colleges with special :
regard. for: sound academ|c standards* ?Iﬂdﬂ pt)sitw«;ar thrrstian
tradtglon " c o .

2‘ to. hgaoma gnd remam aware of current guvernmental
ronn!a;wns gpvernmg wtaft and their. salanes. to fix the. number
- of teaching staff and othar employees- of::the " collége and to -
determme therr salary, allowance and other servroecondltlons--
’ -‘._3.' g (a) t' ';;.,appolnt cgnfgrm and drsmrSS such members of the -
S tehchmg staff;, admimstratlve staff and non- teaching staff

R . 0T ho ecﬂlégés-ﬁs %re rrbt fﬁpp@imed by th& Exeﬁutlve
‘@ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂs A |

, («b) to make recommendations 1o the Executlve Councrl m
o ?e_ '-_‘,‘('d“fb §iﬁnm'en '6F barsons 1 -éharge of woik bs per
| CtNese-bLaws AR K'Sec. 2. b,
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4. to receive and review the reports of the persons in

“ admlnrstratlve charge of work under this board.

5. tomake rules and regulations for: the inteina! administra- g
tion of .the colleges as may be required from time to time. :

6. to receive and consider resolutrons and rer:ommendatrons
of the staff councils.

7. to appoint committess consisting- of members of the
board and of the staff councils as may became . :Nacessary.
and to determine -the conditions and regulatmns govermng
the work of thase commitees. -

8. to prepare and publish an annual report setting. forth the
activities, progress and significant factors in the life of the
institutions.

IT SHALL BE THE OUTY OF THE BOARD OF EVANGE'-

LISM AND MISSIONS :

1. to foster home. inner and world missions

2. toseek to coordinate the evén'ge'liéfid work of the synods,

-co-operating with and -making regommendations to the
- synods in these matters, - '

.3. to have generél direction of the work among Niusli‘ms

4. to appoint, where necesary, and have supervision over -

work of special evangelrstrc teams wrthm the synods or in °
undeveloped areas, : o

6. to assist the synods in the trarnmg of village elders.‘_
workers and others in- methods of’ evangelism._ .

6. to prepare evengelrstrc hterature and to arrange for its.
publication through the Board of Chrrstian Education and
hterature. :

7. tp study, develop, encourage the use of, .and have
general ' suparvision over special methads. g‘g‘__‘_ayangalrsrp _.
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(camps; ‘visual- ahd. Iyric vév‘an‘gé‘lism-,‘ ‘newspaper-and radio
evangelism- etc.) ‘ . :

-

e. IT'SHALL BETHE DUTY OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE:

ot
3

the bzud,gbt".‘}{\{hen' n'e'ce's._s_a;y.

3. . to make.recommendatio ns-at-the end 6f the
_t"he‘;Eice‘c__t‘j’tive'tquncil'4reg'ard'i'ng the a
balances. of the boards, the synads a

Church which'is handling finances.

Provident Fund' Committes
"Ru.ié"s_"‘of-.'this"-Chufch.,L}.‘ -

I, to prepare the annual bu,dget‘_ of the Church, as follows 3

(a) "to'prepare the annual budgét of the board, in¢luding
that for the offices ofthe president and of the tteasurer
of this Church, the central budget and the budget
‘eontributions to inter-church-bodijes. - -

(b) at the appointed time to call for and' receive from

the Codimittee on Property and ‘Construction. Committee

on Ministry among Youth, Corfimittes on Ministry among

Women any other committes or institution for which

. budget is required and from. the boards and  the

synods of the Church budgets for the work under their
respective” charges. . |, - - |

(¢) to prepare: the annual budget for'the entire ‘work of
the Chiurch,. taking'into account the budget requests sub-
mitted,-the need to move toward self-support and other
items. and factors requiring consideration,

T 7 ) 10 submit this gsneral budget of the Church to the

Y

.~ Executive Cou:jcii_ for-consideration and action,

2. 10 recommend “to the Executive ' Council adjustments in

‘ fiscal ‘yéffa r to
djustment of the audited
nd any -other body of the

PR A
LR Y I

4. ‘to manage the. Workers Provident. Fund, through the
N accordance with tha Standing
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5. tpauange for the preparetion apd. di&tﬂbuﬁm&f the
annual statistics of the Church.

8. tohave responsibility for the salary.scales of .all clerical
and other office staff. employed in this Church, including all
ot its subsidiary"bodie‘s and institutions, 'eXG}e;pt"“of"’thosm whose
J.Gﬁ!eﬁ are prescribed by government, unlpa; p;herw,;se provis=
ded by the Executive Couneil of this. Chumh, : :

7. to have control, x.iirec‘tion and authomy" wover - all bank
accounts connected with the work of this, Cﬁurpj;l and its
subsidiary bodies (e. .g., church ofhg]uls, . gegsons in
administrative charge. of work, synods, parighes cengiegations,
institutions -etc.) All such-accounts shalibe. designated“Andhra |
Evangelical Lutheran Church Accounts”, and the treasurer of

this Church shall instruct the concerned bank agem as to the
person authonzed to operate on each accourit in* accordance

wigh the _as.s_lg nments, ,qppm ntments, elections or othar person-
ngl.chaeges of the Church:or.its subsidiary bodies.

. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE BOARD OF MEDICAL
SERVICES: o e

1. to have control over the medical work of the ChUrch

2, to see that there is an advusory comm:ttee composed as
dollows:far each hosnltal : SRR R
iE}‘"Qﬁﬁ.Qio
medical superintendent
- quusing supetintendent . - Do ,,.':‘

bursar
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Elected by the ex-officio members to a term of two years
a missionary “

one ordained indian

| a ‘representative from an aducational Institution, of-
the A. E. ;L._Chmch |
a law person not employed by the Church

-

Elected by the hospital staff to a term of two years
a member of the hospital staff
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3. to act upon the recommendations of the hospital .commit-

‘tees  especially those recommendations concerning the

appointment. confirmation or dismissal of members of hospital,
medical and paramedical staffs. Such appointments confir-
‘mations or dismissals shail be finally ‘effective -only upon
confirmation by this board. This section shall not apply to
those whose appointment requires action by the Executive
Council. '

4. to make transfers of workers"from one hospital to ano-
ther.

IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE BOARD OF
' SECONDARY EDUCATION.

1. to have control, subject to-the authority of the Executive
‘Council, over the schools and hostels in its jurisdiction; in
the exercise of which control the board shall strive to create

and maintain sound academic standards and a poOsitive
Christian tradition. -

2. to select candidates for appointments by interview and
testing. The Chairman shall receive -all applications for
work in secondary schoolg of the A.E. L. Church. The
board shall drrange for interviews and testing and shall pre-
pare a waiting list which will ke kept by the chairman of the
board and the. President of the Church. Among A, E. L.
Church applicants candidates with Bible training shall be
given preference. As and when vacancies -arise only candi-
dates from the list will be given appointment. The Lutheran

Multipurpose School appointments must also be made from
this list.

3. to make all abpdintments, transfers, . retirements and

dismissals of teaching and clerical staff, incluing attenders,

‘matrons and wardens, except of headmasters, headmistresses

and correspondents who are appointed by the ‘Executive

4. to prepare, submit to the Board of Finance and admln_istér

~ the annual budget for the work under this board.
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6. to make recommendation to the Executive Council con-
.caerning the higher training of personnel employed in the
secondary schools of the A, E. L. Church.

6. to review the inspection and audit reports of the Govern-
ment and Church and to bring to the notice of the Executive
Council serious fmanclal lapses or losses.

7. to bear, full responsibility as a board for flnancual losses
incurred by the management, i. e, to fix responsibility for
any firancial loss upon the concerned headmaster, head-
mistress, correspondent or board itself and to arrange for
collection and payment of loss. :

8. to recommend to the Executive Council rules, including
salary scales, for workers and institutions under the control
of this board. Such rules shall become operative only after
approval by the Executive Council.

9. to. maintain a.correct and permanent record of all its
- procedings, which record shall be attested by the chairman
and by the secretary of the board and to send copies of its
minutes to the president and the secretary of the Church
-and members of the .board.

' 10. to exercise general control over all buildings and
grounds used: by institutions under the control of this board
subject to accounting of income on property as. per tules of-
‘the A. E. L..Church concerning rent on buildings and grounds,
‘sale proceeds of usufruct trees and grass; and remittance
of incoma to the treasurer of the A. E. L. Church.

11. to carry out in the work of the board the policies and
enactments of the Andhra Evangelicai Lutheran - Church and
to be subject to the Andhra Evangellcal Lutharan Church in
- all respects.

12, to conduct tests and mterwews of candidates and make :
rqcommendatlons to.the Executive ‘Coungil suitable persons
for- assagnment as. headmasters, headmlstresses, wardans and
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matmns, Final assignments of persons faor these posts and
for other administrative posts shall be made hy the,Executive
Council upon recommendation by the board through the

Qommittess.on Assignments.

13. to perform such tasks as may be required by the conven-
tion or the Executive Council of this church.

ARTICLE VIJ. COMPQSITION AND DUTIES. QF
STANDING COMMITTEES

Sec. 1. GENERAL

a. The Executlve Councll of the €Church shall appeint all
standing committees:of the Church and designate theirchair-
men in accordance with the by-laws. upen recommendation
of the president of the Church, unless otherwise provided in
the constitution and by-laws, The Executive Council, however,
shall have the ri‘ght to nominate additional names. These
appointgents shall be made as soor as feasible after each
regular convention of the Church except where otherwise
provided in the by-laws. Care shall be taksh-to provide for
continuity of membership on each eommittee

b. Members. of standmg committees:need nohbe: delegaies to
the convention- of the Amdhra Evangelical Lutherm Church,
but shafl'be-confirmed members.in geod:standing in congrega-
“tions of 'this: Chisrch- and::contributors: to. the: Suvantha-Bhana
Nidhl fund of the Church aad:- parishes as - pmvudad in the
by-laws of the A, E. L. Church synods.

- C. Daclsions ofstandtng commit—tees shaif raqulre amajorlty
vote of the members present and voting, '

‘d.. The chairman, of every standmg commlttee shall keep a
correct and p,ermanent record of all the committee’s procee-

dings together with .refevant info,rmaflon, which’ record and'
information shall be passed on to his. suctessor.
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8. A standing committe. may appoint temparary sub- commi-
ttees: if necessary,the members. of which need not be members
of thenstanding committge.

. Afl standing committess shall submit thair reports for
approval to: the: Executive Coungil. The chairman of the
committee or his- nominee shall present the report of the
committee. If he-issnot a-member of the Executive Council he
shall have the privilege of presenting the committee report and
shall-have:seat and- voice in the Executive Council when it is
being discussed.

Sec. 2. GOMMITTEE ON. ASSIGNMENTS.
a. Composition:

This' committee'shall be composed of ten persons as follows :

F*ra'sidént, Vice - president and Treasurer of this Church.
One ordained Indian B

Thiree indiar: laymen

One lnd_iar(i woman

President of the Mission Council and its Secretary for
Womensi Work. |

NuB PtéVEibn shall be made for nbn-empl‘oyees of the
Church and for evangelistic, medical, educational and
induateial work to be represented on this' committee.

-~

b. Duties..

1. to make recommendation 1o the- Exetttive Council -

. concerning all assignments to-administrative charges of

T work..” In connection with an assignment to charge of
- work connected with one'of ‘the boards-of the Church,

that board may make a recommendation. tothe Exscutive

- Council, which recommendation shall be given due

consideration by the Assignmerits,Committes “bot-shall
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not be binding upon it. Actual assignment shall be
made by the Executive Council upon the recommendation
of the Assignments Committee. The appointment of a
headmaster or headmistress to an institution of the Church
shall be made by the Executive Councif.upon recommen-
dation by the concerned board or committee and by the
Assignments Committee, even though-such appointments
are not assignments to. administrative charges of. work-

2. to make recommendation to the ‘Executive -Council
concerning all appointments of headmasters headmistres-
ses, wardens and matrons of secondary schools and
hostels. A concerned committee or board may make
recommendations In regard to such appointments.

3. to make recommendation to the Executive Council
concerning a missionary’s assignment to work, whether
that work falis within-the list of administrative charges
of work or not. In connection with such assignments
the following shall ba observed : |

| (a) Any assignment or change-.-o,f,_ass_ign_mo_nt of a
missionary shali be made after consultation with him
‘by the president of the Church and/or this commiittee.

(b) On receipt of information from -the Mission.
Council concerning furloughs and retirements expected
during the following two years, this committee and
the Executive council shall ptan the ‘assignment of the

missionary staff as far in advance as possible.

(c) Before a missionary goes on furlough this commi-
ttee .shall consult with him and recommeénd to -the
Executive Council the type of work he Is to do,
and if possible the place of residence upon his
return to the Church; and the *Board of World Missions
shall be requested to arrange for any special work:

et 8 e

*Now ¢alled th

e Division. of “World Mission and Ecumenism
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or atudy. that will better equip the missionary
for his assigned work,

(d) This committee shall recommend to the Executive
Council, in view of the needs of the work, as to the

number of missionaries to be maintained on the
field, replecement as needed and missionaries for
special types and fields of work to be requested of
the *Board of World Missions.

- (e) Inthe event that the Executive Council upon
recommendation of the Committee on Assignments
decides that the Church does not have -work for a
particular missionary after the complietion of his
term of service, the president of the Church shall
so advise the concerned missionary before he leaves
the field and shall advise the *Board of World
.Missions that he should not bs returned after
furlough, :

In the view of the Executive Councli, if the need
for a missionary's service shall cease before the end
of his normal term of duty, the president of the
Church shall convey this advice to the missionary
concérned and request the *Board of World Missions
to recall the. missionary. S

Sec. 3 COMMITTEE ON AUDITS

a. Cbmposition T

This committee shall consist of 7 members. including the
treasurer of -the. A. E.-L. Church and at least one pastor.

Members sh‘all‘be ra'ppointed by the Executive Counci-l upon the
recommendation of the Board of Finance: with the Executive

Council - having the right to . nominate "additional names.

* . Cédre ghall be-taken that among the members there shall be

S
Vi

those with training and experience in accountancy or busi-
nbss administration. o , | |

% Now called the Division of World Mission and Ecumenism
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b. Duties:

1. to roconimend to the Executive Council the names
of suitable persons to be appointed as auditors.

2. to direct and supervise the work of the auditors

3. to make detailed arrangement for-the auditing of alt
accounts maintained under the administration of this
Church and its subsidiary bodies and institutions,
including the offices of the president, the treasurer, the
synods, parishes, institutions etc. These saudits shall

be conducted annually er more frequently as arranged
by this committee.

4. tosee that income is .realized and expendjture s
incurred in accordance with budget allotment and with the
rules and policies of the Church, and immediately to
report discrepancies. if any, to the Executive Council,
to the traaaurer and to the concerned board,

5. to call at any time for an interim reconciliation of the’
accounts of any person in an administrative charge of
work or of any other person handling -'chur[oh_ money.

6. ‘to make ‘a report to each meeting bf the Executive
Council concerning the work of .each auditor during
the interim. '

Sec. 4. CHURCH STATION COMMITTEES

A church station committee may be formed in .each -station In
which there is more than one parigh of this church.

a. Composition

The committee shall consist of all ordainéd men in active
service in the station; one lay representative of esgh sta-
~ tion parish chosen by the parish church council, and the
persons resident in the station wkho are assigned to admi-
" nistrative charges of work, . '
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b. Duties:

1. to provide for co-o erative work among the parishes

and institutions in the statiop..

2. 16 -consider ‘matters in which the work or workers of
more than one parish or institution are involved

taking care that the jurisdiction of boards and of other
bodies is not infringad.

3. to have the care and supervision: of church properties,
including cemeteries,. which-are being used by more
than one congregation or institution.

~4.. to call to the attention of and make recommendations
to the Executive Council | concerning -any church
property lying in or near the stations, the care of
which ‘appears not to be within the jurisdiction of any
subsidiary body of the church, and to have the care
. of that property until such time as itis assigned to

some other body by the Exec;utivp Council.

5. to arrange for such joint services, in English or other-
" wise, as may be desired,

Sec.5, COMMITTEE ON PENSION -
S e
a. Composition 3
Treasurer of the Church—Ex-officio
Two pastors .
. Two other gospel workers, one man, one woman
One other laymap with experience in accoyhtihg-br busi-
(.. tess administration, S
_— @*‘nef.exper.t?-ywth -eXpe:_‘i_eh,ce'in_ ’f_in@“_nce and pansion fund
.+ ‘from another church, |
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b) Duties

To work out thie pension plan for gospel workera and to make
recommendations to” the' Exécutive Council concerning the
administration of the pension plan and raising of necessary
funds to implement the pension. plan,.

Sec. 6. COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE

The composition and duties of this committee are set forth in the
by-laws of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church Art. [l Sac. 4.0

Sec. 7. EXAMINING COMMITTEE
a. Composition :

This committee shall be composed of five persons as fallows,
learned in the faith and practice of the Church.

-3 ordained
2 laymen
‘b. Duties :

The duties of this committee are set forth in the by-laws of the
Andhra Evangelica!l Lutheran Church, Art. Il. Sec. 2.a, b andc

‘Sec. 8 FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITYEE
a. Composition :
The treasurer of this Church o
Two membrs of the Executive Council L
b, Duties: . o S

1. to examine all items for. whlch special requests for
: money are ‘being made to the*. Board of World-Missions
“gnd' 'to recommend-to- the Executlve Councﬂ an order of
priority among these ltems ' .

*Now called the Division of World Mlsslon and Ecumanism'
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2. to advise‘the Executive Council on any financial
matter ‘but espacially onthe financial “implications of
any proposal andon the availability .of money for the
execution of any proposal not included in the budget.

Sec. 9. COMMITTEE ,ON NOMINATIONS AND

| CREDENTIALS
Composition : B
l. There shall be a Committee ‘on Nominations and
Credentials of the convention which shall be composed
of sixteen members, half of whom shall be lay and half
ordained. According to the following schedule two of
these sixteen members shall be oppointed to terms of four
years each except in the first instance) by the executive
committee - of each synod upon nomination by the
Committee on Nominations and Credentials of the synod
with the executive committee having the right to nomij-
nate additional names; except in the first instance terms
shall begin on October [ of the year indicated.

SYNOD

East Godavari ‘.
and similarly.

Ordained 1964-65; 1965-69
Lay ' 1964-67; 1967-71 providing for
: four year terms.
7 in each case.
West Godavari ’ |
- Ordained - 1964-66; 1966-70
Lay 1964-68; . 1968-72.
East Guntur i |
Ordained- 1964-67: 196771
~ Lay - 1964-65; ' 1965-64
Central - Guntur : _
Ordained 1964-68;  1968-72
Lay ™ 1964-66; 1966-70
West Guntur
Ordained 1964-65; - 1965-69
Lay 1964-67; 1967-71



BY - LAWS OF THE A.E, L. CHURCH ART. VII

According to the following schedule six of these sixteen
members shall'hs appointed, to. ferms of four years each
(except in the Yifst “ihgtance) By the Executive Council of
the A,.E. L. Church upon Romination by the Committee on
Nominations and Credentials of the ‘Executive Council
with the Executive Councii: having the right to nominate
additfonal names; except in the first instance terms shall
begin on October | of the y‘gar- indicated. ‘
[ a

Ordained 1964:66; 1966-70 and similarly
Lay 1964-68; 196872 providing for
Ordained ~ 1964-67: . 1967-71 four year-
Lay 1964-65; 1965-69 terms in each
Ordained . 1964-68; 196872 case. |
Lay 1964.-66; 1966-70 |

From. among the total membership the Exscutive Council

shall desigrate the chairmanrr.

2. There shall also be a Committee on Nominaticns- and
Credentials of the Executive Counci! which shall be
composed of the ten members appointed by the executive
committees of the synods as set forth above in paragraph 1
along with the chairman of the Committee 65 Nothina-
tions: and Credentials of the:convention.

3 L

b. . Duties

1. The Committee on Nominations dnd.Credentials of
the convention shall perform- the following, duties in pre-

paration for the A.E.L. Chutch convention:

 (a) to follow the procedure laid down in these by-lavs, |
Art. 1. Sec. 2-e. and following, in scrutinizing the names.
of persons electad to'the cenvention of the A.E.L. Church,
considering their zoaforntity fo the consfitation, -.fﬁfyiilgws
and enactments: of this Chureh: » = = = =
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(b) fo scrutinize the names .of persons nominated by

synods; ‘boards.andother bodies for elaction by the con-
-vention.of the AE.L. Church o secure certificates of good

standing for these nomifiges and to.report to the nomina-

ting body if any of the nominses are ineligible to serve
~in the posts to which they have been nominated.

(¢) to scrutinize the names of persons elected or
appointed by synods to the Executive Council, boards
and committees of the A.E.L. Church to terms which
begin at the time of a regular convention of the church,
to submit certificates of good standing for these and to
report to the synpds if any of the elected or appointed

persons are ineligible to serve in the posts to which they

have been” electéd or appointed

(d) to present to the convention a panel of two suitable
persons, if available, for each. elective position to be
filfed bythe convention, unless otherwise provided in the °
‘constitution or by-laws of this Church.

(e} to s_crqtinizie_z; the names of any persons nominated
from the figor of the convention and to report to that
body conceérning the eligibility of such persons to serve
in the posts to.which they have been nominated.

- (f} to arrange, in cqnszq"l't'ati:on with the Executive
Council “and wit_h"'the\fl’dcf‘al'ichur-ch station commiittee for
- food: and lodging'for convention, delegates.

(@ tB arrange in consuitation with the ' presidant of the
Church for the printing” of official convention badges.

hy tocheck -against the rolj of delegates- the.credentials
.;0f delegates ‘as they are-pressntedin.person. at the time
- ofth .convention and ta issue an: Qlfﬁciafj._-ba dge: be‘a'ring

“the name of - the ‘delegate.

(). totékea rﬁ‘liﬂ;’qgl;l;. byann gt;j-r‘e‘s. ,soqfi after the seating

of all delegates:at each conventionof the AL Chureh |
(See these by-laws, -Atte-l.: Seco2.g). - :
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(i) to receive all excuses for absence from any session
of the convention and to make recommendation concern-
ing them to the convention, ' S

(k) to provide officilal"ﬁallm papers, printed oy cyclost-
yled if possible, for all élections by the convention of the
AE.L. Church and to serve as tellers for 'such elections
if possible, in accerdance with Art, IV, Sec. 4.0f these
by-laws. .

(1), to arrange for the payments of travel and batta to
delegates to the convention in accdrdépce with the

rules and enactments of this Church.

2. The'Committee on Nominations and Credentials of the
Executive Councif shall perform the following -duties in
the interim between convention of the Church :

(a) - to advise the synods, the boards and other bodies.
through the Executive Council, corncerning elections to
be conducted or nominations to be presented by them.

(b) to scrutinize the names of persons nominated,
elected or eppointed to vacancies in the membership of
the convention, Executive Council, boards, committees
and other bodies of the A. E. L, Church which vacancies
occur between -conventions of this Church, to securs
certificates of good standing from these persons- and
to report to the Executive Coundil on the- eligibility of
such persons 10 serve in the posts to which they have
been nominated, elected or appointed. B

(c) to present to the Executive Council a panelof
‘names of two suitable persons; if- available, for each
elective position to. be filled by the Executive .Council
-unless othe-wise provided in thé constitution ‘or "by-laws
of this Church, B '
(d) to scrutinize the names of any persons nominated .

from the floor of the Executive Council'and to report to.
that body concerning the eligibility.of "such® psrsons to-
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 serve in the posts to which they have besn nominated.

(e) to provide official ballot papers for all elections
in the Executive Council and to' serve as tellers for

such elections if possible, in‘accordance with Art 1V Sec,4
of these by-laws.

(f) to arange for the payment of travel and batta to
members attending meetings of the board and Executive
Council -of the A. E. L, Church in accordance with the
rules and enactmsnts of this Church.

10 COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION AND POLICY

a. Composition ;
Five mer_nbers as follows

President,-vice-president and treasurer of this Church.
Two others )

b. Duties

1. To Originate.proposals, as well asto study and
réport on matters referred to it through the Executive
Council concerning the policies or the functioning of
the organization and administration of thig Church or
any of its subsidiary bodies and institutjons.

2. toconsider and report on any matter which has
been referred fo it for clarification ‘or interpretation by
any subsidiary. body of the Church through. the Execu-
tive Council. ™ ' |

11. COMMITTEE ON PROPERTY.AND CONSTRUCTION

~‘a; Composition; =

This committes shall be composad of six menibers ag

- follows :
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1. The property officer-ex-officio
2. One ordained '

3. One Iayemp!oyees wnth butldmg or admlnlstratwe

experience . . | L

4-5 Non-employees with experience in :bu.ilding or
-administration |

6 One woman in-charge of work,

DUTIES

1. to exercise general oversight over all property of the
Church, including its subsidiary bodies and "institutions,
except that which is under the administration of the
Mission Council. '

2. to inspect periodically, through the chairman, all
property under its general -oversight except that under
synods and to report to the Executwe Council, or through
it to the concerned body on the use, care and upkeep of
this property.

3. to administer the Church’s programmeof repalr and
construction of buildings in accordance w:th the follow-
ing policies and procedures p -

NEW “WORK -

“Except as provided in (c) and (d)below, the 'prdceduré'
relating to new work, . which shall inclide.not only com-

piletely -new construction but also extension$ and major
improvements to existing facilities, shaﬂ mclude ‘the
following : :

(1) arequest by the concerned board: or other body,
forwarded to this committee through- the. Executive:
Council, with a copy sent. directly to . the chalrman of
this committee.
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(2) consultdtion between the chairman of this committes
and the administrative -authorities ‘of the concerned
institution or body of the Church, resulting in a
preliminary plan mutually” acceptable

(3) arrangemernts by the building department for the
preparation of detailed plans and estimates.

(4) examination of these plans and estimates by this
committes, which shall make its recommendations to the
_requesting body.
b

(6) consideration of these plans, estimates and recom-
mendations by the concerned body, followed by a definite
request to the Executive Council for sanction of the
project and provision of money.

{6) action by the Executive Council.

_(7) provision of money by the. * Board of World
Missions or other agency.

(8) calling for tenders by the Property Officer.

(9) letting of the contract by the Property Officer after
consultation with the administrative authorities of the
.eoncerned institution or body of the Church. Any
unresolved differences of opinion shall be resolved by
‘the Executive Council.

(10} superintending of the construction by the Property
Officer and the building department unless otherwise
provided by the Executive Council.

(i) REPAIRS

The procedure relating to repairs not provided in local budgets
or which exceed Rs. '3, 000 in cost, whucheyer is less, shall
be as fotlows + '

* Now ca!led the Division of World Mission and. Eeﬁmenism
12
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(1) requests shall be made and arranged in an order of
Priority by the concerned board ot other body.

(2) ~consultation between the chairman of this com-
mittee and the administrative authorities of the concer-
ned institution or body of this Church, resulting .in a
preliminary plan mutually acceptable,

(3) arrangements by the building department for the
preparation of deteiled plans and estimates.

(4) this committee shall examine these plans and
estimates and include them in an order of priority along
with similar requests from other boards and bodies,
recommending to the Executive Council the repairs to be
made and that cost to_be debited to the Property Upkeep
account : ' ‘

(6) action by the Executive Council,

(6) calling for tenders lby the Property Officer if
necessary .

(7) if necessary, letting of the contract by the Property
Officer after consultation ‘with the administrative authori-
ties of the concerned institution or body of the Church.
Any unresolved differences of opinion shall be resolved
by the Executive Council, '

(8) Superintending of the repair by the Property Officer
“and the building department unless otherwise provided by
the Executive Council.

- (iii) Repairs, improvements or construction within the budget.
An institution, board or other body of the Church, except the:
synods, may spend its own budget -Specifically approved for

- repair, improvement .OF construction, -unless such repair,

~ improvement or construction exceeds its own-approved. budget

item or Rs. 3,000 in cost, whichever is less, in which case
the procedure laid down in (i) and (ii) above shall be
followed. . S
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(iv) SYNODS

synod may sanction repairs, improvements and construction
within its own budget; but if the repair, improvement and’
construction involves more than Rs. 1,000 to any one building
in any one 12-month period, such work shall be carried
on under the supervision of the Property Officer. If the required
repair, improvement or construction exceeds the budget of the
synod, the procedure laid down in (i) and (ii) above shall be
followed. - In the case of construction of pastors’ and workers
houses and churches the Committee on Property and constru-
ction, when it deems wise, upon recommendation by the
concerned pastor and synod president may entrust the work,
which shall, conform to the specifications, on a contract basis
to the local congregation, end which shall operate under the
supervision of the building department.

4. to arrange for the purchase or sale of land and build-
ings in consultation with the tieasurer of this Church after
sanction by the Executive Council.

5. to make recommendation to the Executive Council
concerning the employment, etc., of a staff of workers.
{(who, along with the Property Officer shall be known as
the ‘building department’) whose salary scales shall
be adopted by the Executive Council from time to
time.

6. to prepare, submit directly to the Board of Finance
and administer the annual budget for the bulldmg depart-
ment.

7. to.consider the audited statements of accounts for the
building department - and for work carried out by this
committee and to refund tothe treasurer any - budget
credit balance or recommend to the Executive Council
the disposition of any budget deblt balance at the end
of the year

8. to perform any other task entrusted to it by the Exe-
cutive Council or convention of the Church.
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Sec. 12 COMMITTEE ON REVIEW OF MINUTES
a. Composition

This committee shall be composed of five persons, one of
whom shall be a member of the Executive Council,
'y

b. Duties

To review the minutes of each board, synod, Executive Coun-
¢il and the convention and to bring to the notice.of the Execu-
tive Council such of its actions as are not impiemented and
any action which is not in accordance with the constitution,
by-laws and enactments of this Church and of ‘jts subsidiary
bodies,

Sec. 13. COMMITTEE ON RULES
a. Composition :
This caommittee shall be composed of five persons.
b. Dutiés: |

1. tostudy ati proposed amendments to the Memaoran-
dumand Rules of Assoeciation (constitution), by-laws,
standing rules and rules of procedure of this ‘Church, in-
cluding its subsidiary bodies and institutions, and to make
recommendation concerning these to the convention of
the A.E.L. Church or to the Executive Council, as the case

- Mmay be. The Committee on Rules may begin its study of
thie propdsed amendment before the expiry ©Of the notice
period to the voncermad body.

2. 'to-initiate necessary proposed amendments to the
Memorandum and Rules of Association {constitution),
by-laws, standing rules and rules wof procedure  of
‘this Church, including its subsidiary bodies 'and-
institutions. - I o
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ponsibility for the codification of the by-

laws and fuTg‘é"“%gz‘sih’ifsj*Cﬁurch, includifig “its subsidiary

bodies, and periodically to arrange for 'passed amend-

. ments to be printed in g form convenient for distribution
and use,

3. to have res

4. to perform any other task entrusted to it by the con-
vention or Executive Council.

Sec. 14. COMMITTEE ON ENGLISH MEDIUM SCHOOLS
Sec. 16. COMMITTEE ON SYNODS'

This @mﬁmee,shail‘fbe composed of eig'ht- ':p“ersons-as.follows';

P'reé'idént" of the church, chairman.
Two missionaries,

~From among the members of the executive committees of
“ the "synods, the following, one of whom' ‘shall represent

Two, Qrdéined Indians
Three lay: persons L

_ 'ljh_e_‘,pr._es.idq__anitg of a.synod, if he is not.a member of this commi-
‘ttee, shall hdva seat and v0iCe in this committee during the.
-presentation and discussion-of the report: from his synod,

b, Daties’;

. to serve  as the ‘channel through -wihich. miacessary
| matters concerning the work of the Church in the synod
ehall Gomg o, the- Exeoutive Counoil, -

2. to iniiiféte__ proposals to the Executive Co'uné-il'é.on-
cerning the work of the church in the synods.. -
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to @,,gvl_de tor the cdnSIderatlon of mter—-synodnpal
matters. . , ‘

4. to receive from the synods their recommendations
congerning candidates for theological training and from
the candidates a complete ' physical ‘examination report
from a church hospital; and to forward these with their
recommendations to the Executive Council. :

5. to recommend the assignment of graduates of the
theological colleges to the various synods in accordance
with the needs of the synods. except that .a man shall
not be assigned to his home synod during the first five
yaars.of his service; and to inform the Executive Council
upon the receipt of information from the synods, that each
candidate for ordination will be assigned-to a- particular
pansh if .ordained. (These by-laws; Art. 1. Sec 2 d.)

6. to receive from the executive commlttee of each
synod an annual . report of the pastors who have -
completed fourteen continuous. years .on the. «clergy: roll
of the synod and of any pastors recommended . for_
synod-to-synod transfers; and to recommend to the
Executive Council the transfer of such’ pastora in accord-
ance with the by—laws for synods, . Art. V.-Secs. 3< 5 )

7. to perform any other task entrusted to this comrmttee

‘ by the conventlon or the Executive Councll

16. COM'MI_TTEE ON ' MINISTRY AMONG.._,_ WOMEN.

Composition

Thls commuttee sha!l be composed of- thlrteen members as
follows

Five presidents of synodical organizations.’
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Six. '\.r_\r_pmqtqappointed as-far as__jpbssibl.e frqm_ thg various.
flelds™ of work (educatian, evangslism. metciful and
medical). |

Two pastors,

b. Duties :

1. to plan and maintain a Programme of work among
women and giils in the church,

2. to advise the SYnods and boards of the Church
through. the Executive Council with regard to the
development of thig Programme of work,

3 to have general oversight of the women’s synodical
organizationg -wi_th'responséibility 10 assist in the planning
of their Programme including their . Conventions,

Sec, 17: COMMITTEE AMONG YouTH
o ARTICLE wiij APPEALS

- president or-chairman of the body : appesled to'shall ‘sl for
e iﬁ’é*fiﬁfé?é&ss"éiy"Jr"é"(féi‘fc’iS' from-the- lower -bod Y. Thé president or
| chairman of the bo'dy appealed “agsinst ‘shali ‘within*fifteen
~ day$-draw up. a‘statement on -the' boedy's action ~and forward
o it-to-the higher bady. aldng with “the técords, - T
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Sec. 3. 1n cases. of appeals agqglnSt actmn§ of a congfegatlonal-
panchiayat, they shall-Ba reterred” to ‘the conce;ped parish
church council; and in cases of appeals agaitist the actions

of the parish church council, as found in the constitution-for
panshes Art, XI. . 3

Sec. 1. and 2. they shall be referred to the flefd church council.
whose decision shall be final and binding.

Sec. 4. In cases of appeals against acllons of boa:;ds or synods,
such appeals shall be refsrred to the Executiva Gauncil of the
A. E. L. Church, whose decision shall be final.

Sec. 5. Incases of appeals against the actions of the Executive
Council, the action appealed against. shall be recansidered
by the Executive Council at its next meetmg, provided such
an action is implemented and the appeal is preferred . within
one month from the date-of commu'ucatlng the action to the
party or body concerned.

After reconsideration of the action appealed agalnst the
deciston of the Exacutive Council shali be final _unless one -
third or morse of the mambers of the Executive Councﬂ j|la an
advérse minority report, in such cases, the matter shall go
to the Commission of -Adjudication, whose decision shall

be ngal

Sec. 6. Any parson who resorts to courts or appeals to external
authorities rather than making use of the provision.for appeal
in the A, E. L. Church and any persen-who .does- ngt abide
by tha decisions ©of the field. church, council. exagytive
committee of Synod, the Executive Council of the A.E L.-
Church or of the Commission of Adjudication. where. their
decisions are final as the case may-be,, shall.ipsofacto. forth-
with be removed from any elective or appomtwe membershlp
in-the A, E. L. Church. lose his eligibitity. for any elective  or.
appointive membership in the A.E.L, Chytch add- be,deba:red ‘
‘from all voting rights, -Such.a person may.be. restored  to, all
veting rights and Bllglblllty for holding elective or appomtlva‘
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’Anr'r”cr.e IX HEADQUARTERS

_The headquarters of the Church shall be Iocated at Guntur

ARTICLE X, ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES OF WORK
Sec. 1. CHARGES UNDER THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

@ President b, Treasurer ‘c. Associate Treasurer
d. '.'Prqperty officer - .. Builder
Sec. 2. CHARGES GONNECTED WITH THE BOARDS OF
"~ THE CHURCH L .

a. Board of Chrlsttan Educatlon end therat’ure
'Luthergin Bible . Tramlng Ingtitute - Prmclpal

. Luthergiri. Blble Trainmg Institute - Bursar - A
. Managers of Bible Tramlng Schools for Women .

~zDirector . .of Christian: Education :
"-'I.fiterature Secretary

b. Board of College 'Education
Andhra Christian Collage - Prmcipal
Andhra -Christian college - Bursar ’
-Andhra “Chrlstian College - Deen of Women
A, L. College. of Education - Prlncrpal
~ A. L. Coliege of Education:- Bursar . -

C. Board of Evangellsm and Mrssrons

Two persons for work, among Muslims
" "One evangelistic pastor fpr esch synod -

E Women in eharge of’ Brble women’s work In the synod
13 :
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Board of Medlcal Serwces -

Medlcal ﬁupermtenden;ts. nursmg; sugeur@endems and
bursars of hospitals, lncludmmwszanugumm'l'uhurcu-
losis Sanatorium :

Superinteqdents of nurses! training, schools
One nurse for Mecherla Public Health Centre

. Board of Secondary Education’

Correspondents. of hays'. Secondary Schools. Coires-

- pondents of giris’ Schools

Othen Chargves ef Work &

Supsrintendent of the: Cojony of Meacag. Superlntendent
of the Lam Farm and Rural Reconstruction School,
Correspondent of the School for the Blind.

c. 3. EHARGES CONNECTED WITH THE SYNODS.

Presidents of the synods

b. Treasurers of the synods

/ARTICLE XI. ORDER OF BUSINESS'

The order of: business- for the. convemtien: shall be as

follows although it may. be- chaaged on mation without notice
when supported. by a two-thirds vote ot those preSent at the
convention, : :

1. Devotional servite o
2. - Opening. of the convention .

Correetiomand{apprmal ‘of mlau.tes
. Report of the presudent '
6 Election of president _

7. Other aTecﬂ’ons may ba interspersed with subsequent |
uteme as necessary R . ,
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8. Report of boards |
0. ;Répen&éa!mmmé |

(a) ;tandi_nﬁ.cor_nmﬂ_tees

(b) special committees
‘10. Repous.-ahindiatiduala_ppoimé'es and Aramasentatives
11,.. N_e.w business | |
12, Installation of president

13. Induction of new members of boards and of the
‘ Execptive:Council.

14. Adjournment with appropriste service

>h. At some time in.the convention there shall be a service of
JHoly Cemmunion. Special programmes and presentations may
- be arranged and |nterspersed with other itams.in the arder ' of
busmess .

~fosgg

~ . ARTICLE Xil. RULES OF ORDER
Ssc. 1. DEBATE AND DECORUM

a, Every delegate ‘or member of a body shall have right to
speak once on all questions and after all those desiring to do
. 80 have spoken once: he shall have the right to speak again.

b. ‘Eve’ry Halegate or member of a ‘body sha‘llobtam the
recogmtlon of +the, chair before speaklng

C. Thafmm/er;o;f any:preposition shall have the. nght to-be the
Iast speaker in the debage on the motion made by him.

Q d. Every delégaie or member of & body shall refrain from the
- yee bf parsomalities and MallMum himself: &tﬂaﬁyﬂb the
qu&sﬁmdasﬁore thedvody.” - ; :



~dh o

SRy Dy

09 . BY, - LAWS oF THE A.E. L, CHURCH. ART. Xil
Sec. 2. VOTING '"

a. Every delegate or member of a body shall have the right
to vote on all questions @xéept that no one shall vote on a
question affectmg himself,. nor shall he be present when
any matter relating to himself'is under debate

b. Any delegate or member of a body shall have right to

- -have his dissent recorded on any question or part thereof with
his reasons for dissent. These reasons shall be supplied in
writing to the secretary by the dissenting delegate of member
of the body, :

Sec. 3 MOTIONS AND RESOLUT!ONS |

a. Every delegate shall have the rlght to make a motlﬁn or
offer a resolution.

“b. 1§ a motion or resolution @pplies to the work of a board or
committes, it shall -ordinarily be referred ‘0 "that ’bady forr
colisideration aid recommendatroh* -

c. Every motion or resolution shall be presented to the
secretary in wrrtlna rf requrred '

d. Every motion or resolutlon which recelves a mejorltv vote
of the delegates -or members present shall be declared passed
uniess some other. ma;orlty is requ:red by the constltutlon -or
by- Iews of thie Church.

Sec. 4. CONDUCT OF ELECTION S
, -Before. the opening of the, electro,n of.. pres;dent and of -
other petsons who ‘are elected by the conventren, the
pres:dent shall read the follewmg declaratlcn and the cenven-
- tion: shall denote’e;asent to the samie by e rlemg voté '

Form of Declaration

o "Beaungiln mlnd how lmpertant it Is: that*the ear;red teffices, .
of the C'\urch should not be eﬁmr&hllvsmpnteﬁm T do
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-solemnly declare that T wrl] not vote at these electlone for
any person through fear or:ifavéar, But in smglenees of heart
for the glory of God and the good of His people; and | will
vote for such persons only as I'in my consciencé believe to
be of such learning and soundness in the faith and of such
virtue and ability as to qualify for the holy offices of the
Church “

'b. Then shall follow the procedure laid.down in Art. VII.
See. 2. b. of the constitution of this Church

c, Any person nominated for president on ‘the first ballot and
who receives sufficient votes either to be elscted on that
ballot; orto have his name placed before the converition for
the second ballot as provrded in the constitution of the A.E.L.
'Church Art Vil. Sec. 2. b. 5. and 6. shall sign immediately

dand give fo the ‘president of the Church the following

daclaratlon

“leeeiieniiiiiniiane or, do hereby solemnly declare that 1 have
ot endeavoured in any way contrary to the Word.of God and
the guidance of the Holy Splrrt to influence any: person to

RS §

EXt]

'*‘Sec 6. Al parlle
~thé eoné‘tltutmn and_by-laws of thig church shaﬂ ‘be deter-

vote for my electlon as presldent -of the A. E L. Church

. ) o )
Slgnature .‘ ‘l._."’....'.... l!!‘......'.. ' }

-\-
,

In the event that any nomrnated person.is unable to sign this

-_declaratlon, his - name shail. be struck off the list. of nominees

and itshall not be lawful “to rnclude it by any vete of the
conventlon . : .
" Vo oL ) L S

h’ﬁ.‘“

,ntary rtﬂes and - praetlees ‘not covered by

mmedeoberts Rules of Order. .

R oAV ] T St BN I S o .o .
) RO . . y - - . T BTN SO o S e -
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CONSTITUTION FOR THE SYNODS
ER of the
Andhra Eva ngelical Lutheran _- _Chﬁ',ﬁr,ch.

ARTICLE 1. .NAM-.-ESJ-AND AREAS.

Sec. 1. The bodies organized and functlomng under this
constitution shall be the synods of ‘the” Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church, nameily :

The East Godavafi Synod of the Andhra Eua‘ngeﬂcal
Lu‘theran Church,

"The West Godavari Synod of the Andhra ‘Evanqdlcal
Lutheran Church.

The East Guntur Synod of the Andhra Evangalical. Lutheran
Church. |

The Central Guntur Synod of the Andhra Evang'ellcal,
Lutheran Church.

The West\Guntur. Svnod of tha Andhra Evangelwal Lul.l'mtan
" Church.

Sec. 2. Thé territories of these synods shall be as detérfnined'by
the Executive Council of the Andhra Evangetical kutheran
Church and as set forth in the by laws '

ARTICLE Il. CONFESSION-OF FAITH

Sec. 1. These synods confess Jesus Christ as Lord gf the Church -

The Holy Spirit creates .and sustains the.Church thr.ough the
Gospel and theraby unites beliavers with their Lord and with
one another in the fellowship of faith.

Sec. 2. These synods hold -that the Gospel.Is the revelation of
God’s sovereign will and saving grace in Jesus Christ, [n
Him, the Word Incarnate, God, imparts Himself to- men.
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- See, 3; These synods acknowledge the- Holy Scriptures as the
- Standamd and rute. for the faith and lifo-of. the- CGhurchs - The
Holy- Seriptures are the: divinely: inspirad . record of God's
redemptive act in Christ, for which the Old Testament
Prepared the way and which the New Testament proclaims,

the,.—t_eaqjﬂn_gs af th'ese.cmnfassions;- anda . agcept the Apology
o‘fnthaAungUrg:Cartfessian. the Schmalkald Articles, Luther’g -
Large Catechism and the Formula of €oncard as further valid -
interpretations of the Church's faith.

ARTICLE 1l. STATUS

. /
. These.syneds possess the Rowers conferred upon them, and
" accept ths duties assigned to them by the A.E.L.- Church in jts
constitution, by-laws and’ enactments. The .said Constitution,
by-laws and enactments are recognized as having dovernirg force
n the syno ds.. B :

ARTICLE IV. OBJECTS. AND . DUTIEg

;;;.t"lﬁdugi&;mtrng;égatiau&-A-q-nd,a ministers, .'

8602 Theretara these, hodles are.grganized: .
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(2)

(3)

: Sec.

3.

e,

CGNSTITUTLON FOR THE SYNODS ﬂRT IV

To. prasewe and extend: theapura teachlrtg of the - Gospbl
and .the right administration of the sacraments (Eph
4.5, 6; Augs, Conf. Art. VII),

To make manifest the unity of God’ 5"People ih ‘the true
faith (John 17;Eph. 4:3-16; | Cor. 1:10), and to strengthon_
the Church in faith and in confasmon

To awaken and direct the energies of these bodies In the

" extension of the Kingdom of God by.

the establishment and extension of congregations by
direct evangelistic efforts within .the bounds of each

of the synods.

the support of home and inner missions, of dlaspora
and merciful work, and of missions beyond the boun-
daries of this Church;

the operation and ;ontrol of institutions assignod to
the synods by the Executive Council of the. Andhra
E\fangehcai Lutheran Church '

Othek duties of these synods shall include

Deepening the spiritual life of members of the congrega-
tions of the synods. e ‘

Asmgmng pastors to a{l parishes wnthin tho terr;tories of
the synods. _ ( SN

Exermsmg general control over the: construction and '
maintenance of houses of worship, workers* ‘and-pastors’
houses and synod satrams exeept as: othorwise provided"
for in the A. E. L. Church by-laws.

Carrying out whithin the asyn'ods the policies and-'ﬂénact-
ments of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Chuich.

Soliciting anddisbursing money - given -f6 their cere

- for these and other purposes’ in - &ccordance -with- the
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. T Electing.delegates to the conventions, Executive Copnail

and boaids of thie Andnra Evangelical Lutheran Ghurch.
(in -gdcordance’ with the ‘constitutions - and_by.laws

_of thie synods and of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran.

.

Church. ~ y :

'~ ARTIGLE V. MEMBERSHIP

The membership of each of these synods shall consist of 't'he
congregations lying within: their ‘tespective -boundaries, inc;udmg
ministers:assignedto eaah;-,of.thesez-synod_s by t:he..Andh_ a Evanges-

lical Lutheran Church.

 ARTICLE VI. CONVENTIONS -
- . ’ . ’ .
Sec. | & A-tsgilar- convention of. sdch synod shall
- aniaally at_ft_héi-tim'é*;sp‘,'e‘éifie'.d- in the 'T::y"-.l'_a-Ws__:’,a‘
. mifel by the Executive Councll of the Andhra Evangelical
- Luthgrah Church, = . e -

beheld
$ deter-

. b. The agénda,ahd_prog'ramm_e for all_conventions of the
- 8Yynods shali be determined -By the executive com mittee

of the 's'ynod,-:At the time .of the convention other
matters may bs brought before the convention with the -
-consent of three-fourths of the delegates present.

c. The executive committee may, on its own decision, and
- .must, upon the writter' application of ‘ onhe-third- of the
... -delegates, aange fora special convention. . Upon. such.
o ~degision,. the synod president shali call -for a ‘special con-
. -ventjpn; “At-gugh a speclaf convention the delegates shall
be.the delegates 10 the most.tecent -regular: converntion, -
prow.ded-;t—hatfthey have not been disqualified or replaced. -
At such.a- spacial convention ng -husiness shatl-bg.
. brought before the canvention other thay- that -specified- . -
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in--ihe_;ggt-i;qe of ithe. meeting;. except with the consent of

three-fourths of the delegates present.

Sec. 2. Notice of the time and place of the.conventions
. shali be given to all dslegates by the president at least four weeks
in advance for regular conventions, and at ‘least two ‘wesks in
advance for special conventions. Postal certificate of posting, or
acknowledgement of local delivery of such notice, shall constitute
adequate proof of notice, and failure of delegates to receive such
proven notice shall not invalidate the proceedings of any canven-
tion,

~

- Sec, 3. -All conventions of. these synods shall .be composed
of ordained and lay delegates as provided for in the by-laws.

Sec. 4. One-half of the total numbé;. of delegates on the .
approved roll shall constitute a quorum. o '

Sec. 5, a. At the convention of each synod at which elections. .
.are to take place; the delegates -ghall give -attention to
-the reading. of | Timothy 3 : 1-7 and Titus.1 % 5-8 and
shall then spend some time in prayer for the: guidance
of God in the matter before them, o

b. Then shall follow the declaration st forth in the by—
' laws Att.'—ll; Sec, 5. ! ' T :

~ ARTICLE VII. OFFICERS
Sec. 1. Each.of these synods ‘shall have &'president, “honorary
~.or full.time"; a. vice-president and, ‘daring mestings of the
- e@xecutive committee of the synod and-during synod -Gonven-
Alons, there shall be a retording secretary. Thereé may also
bea treasurer.of the synod. -~ - . .

CLERe

-

Sec.' 2. The President

-
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The Pres|dent shall be. ar; ordaméd mm:ster of the - Andhra
Evangslical Lytheran Chijich. and stall be.atleast 35 years
‘of age. . He shall have had atlesst seven. years: of ordained
service and shall- have served atleast 5 years as a. parish
pastor. - He'may be an honorary or. full time -officer, elec-
ted by the Synod Convention to a term of five years accord-
ing to the following procedure :

1. .PI'IOI‘ to the convention of the synod the Executive
Council shall prepare a list for each synod of all ordai-
ned ministers atleast 35 years of age in active service
-on the clergy roll of Andhra: Evangelscai Lutheran
Church who have had at least seven years of ordained
service and 5 years -as pansh pastor and who have not
completed. sixty ° years of age and who have not com-

Ap[eted thitteén consecutive Years on the clergy.roll of
the synod before the beginning of the conventlon

2. Each delegate to the synod - convention at the tlme of
the vacancy in the presidency of the synod shall rece-
ive a copy of thé list mentioned in paragraph } above,
and  shall indicate on it three ministers of his
-choice. ™ ' : :

3 ‘The names of all persons 80 nommated shall be reported

. to the synod convention in the order of yotes received.

Further conslderatlm shall be l;mited to ‘the highest five
n that list. - : x4

4. Each voter shall then indicate on a second written _

 batlot the order of preference which he gives to these.
five names, marking them five, four, thres two and one
respectively. Any ballot not so marked shall be ‘invalid.
In counting the votes, the tellers shall add.the numbers ,
-assigned.to-the riames and- shall report them, beginn-
ing with the name receiving the highest total, followed
in order by those receiving Iower totalin ‘sequenge. -

‘The orie recelvmg the. haghest 'fotal shall be deelared-
~elected as president of the synod ‘
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5:r Incase uy;g aﬂcanéy i ﬂw-afﬂeaﬂf the president, elec-

tians shall be mnduated at the next synod convention
accordingto Sec. 2..a 1+4 above -and the president so
elected will ‘sarve dut the unexpired: term. In the interim
between the occurrence .of the vacancy and: the election
of the new president, the vice-president of the synod
shall serve as acting syned president,

The term of the president of the synod shall be five years
and shall begin on June 1 or on such other date 8s  may’
be determined by the Executive’ Couricil.  In fhe event

‘that the president is not elected hefore the expiry of the

term of the _out-gping président. or in the event that
the president is ‘prevented from _performing his consti-
tutionatly .préscribed duties, the. Executive’ Council of the
Andhra Evangelrcz?l Li.ltheran Church shall assume the
administration of the synod, with the president of the

" - Church serving as: presldent .of the synod wuntil the. new.

Sec.

presidant is elected, -

. The president shall be ellgab'le for re-electlon ‘except that

no one shall be eligible for re-election ~as. president of
the synod dfter.he  has completed 60 years of age, nor-
after he has been on the ministerial roll" of - that- synod for

14 consecutiveyears before tﬁe begmning of the ‘conven-

tion.

‘The presu:ient may complete his term in office even though
he.gompletes fifteen years of servige wnthm the area of that

gynqd within that term,

5. 1t shal be the duty of the Piesid®ht.

To ex;q;czse oxersxg,ht over. the mmlstﬁws “ﬂf the synod
-and to counsel with tham as thajr PRsIQE, - - ;-
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[,

“2. To maintain the ~clergy. roll of ‘the Aynnd; aithough the

- Execdtive- Councit of 14§ anidhra’ Evinigélical Lutheran.

- Gnoreh. -shalt'have the tight “to bring ‘that roll int
conformity with syrhiod by-laws, Art; V.

\‘

3: Toinstali, or to provide for the installation of, all ordained
Pastors in all'parishes ofjthe synod shortly after their assign-
ment to parishes and; in any event, within four months after
such assignments. B

4. To receive in advance each month from each pastor in the
Synod. a tour programme. :

B Yo take cognizance of improper conduct, except that referred

- toin number 6 below, of any pastor of the synod, or of any

other pastor of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church

~ temporéitly residing within the boundaries of the synod
Whether In active service or retired. '

6. To refer to ths president of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
- - Church sny teacting, conddct, action or refusal to act of any
1 pastoriofthe Andhra Evangelical tutheran Church ‘residing
~ - ingt cohhected with hjs synod, which behaviour woliid seem
16" metit Investigation “under- the ‘rules for. diséipline of :
7_;._;-D,iis‘ton as .{éuqd in A.E.L Church by-laws. I

7. To dnmangs for the proper timing over of parlsh ecords,
: eqmpmeﬁtand furniture to his successor whensver there is

& chanige'of pasiors as a result of tranisfer or assignment. ~ -
~ b. "Cpp;ﬁernig;jgi ‘Co_ngreg_étions _ o
1 Tnimn‘ s 'G#“’;ﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘hfr';Wéf'-,ttfea congregations.of- the ‘synod,

in'cOmpany:. with -thé pasto r-in order to confer
thahem: goticerning their ‘spiritual ahd tom-

ogramme of the:synod and of the:Andhra
atheran: Ghilrch s implemented in the:gongre-
synod.and in the institutions. under  the ope-
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To facilltate wlthm the boundanes of the synod the activities
of person in- charge of .work under. the Andhra E\arangellcaI
L.utheran Church who tour in the synods )

To sttend, or designate a representative to attend, all meet-
- ings of tha chuich council of a pansh m ‘which there isa
pastoral vagancy.

Concerning organization of the synod :

To preside at all conventions of the synod, of the exeoutive
committee and of the ministerium, and to be the chief
executive officer of these bodies.

To see that the constitutions, by-laws and enactments of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church and of the synod are
carried into effect within the area of the synod

To subm[t,.to ‘the synod conventuon: an ann;ualizeport‘--of all
his official acts, exceptthose.of a pastoral nature, togethsr -
with such eother mformat:on and recornmendatmns as he-
“may deem of importance. ..

To sign all offmal papers of the synod, and. to conduct all
offtcnal carrespondence for the synod.

“To have general’ supervision of the work of the recordmg'

'

secratary

To arrange for the printing (or reproducing by other means)
of the minutes of synod conventions-and.of the.executive ,
committee and for the distribution of them to all syned con-
vention dalegates, to the president of the. Andhra ‘Evangelical-
Lutheran Church and to the chairman of the -Andhra Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church Committee on Nominations and

Credentials without- delay. Hsa, along-with the recording’
“secretary, shall make necessary corréctions in two. copies

of thesa minutes and shat| certify ithése two copies as the
offlclal record of said sessuons. He ‘shali: submlt th@se two
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e ;(ﬁdnv;ntidn or_executive 'comrﬁiftge)' for " approval and
| depo*sitiin' the' permanent records of the synod.

eop_ie_s \to\gthe next regular session of the,-cgincerned body

7. Toappoint all committees of the synod whose appoéintment
.. s not otherwise provided for and to make recommendation
to-the executive committee of persons to be appointed to

committees by that body.

8. To have seat and voice on all committees of the synod
. without voie. In the case of the executive committee;
however, he shall, as-presiding. officer, exercise his
Jight to vote in accordance with Robert's ‘Rules of

i Order.

8. Tobea delegate from" the synod to ths Andhra Evange-
lical Lutheran. Church conventions as one of the num-
ber of clerical delegates allowed " to. the synod by the

- Andhra- Evangelical Lutheran ‘Churzh from time to time.

Stc.-. 4._. Vica-President -

- a, The vice-president shall be elected biennially at a«regular .
,{héeiing;_;pf : th&;syndd'co'nventiora from among the eligible
-ordained- ministers. of the synod (ds mentioned in art.- Vil,

.. Ssc.. 2.8..1):and shall serve from:the close.of the conven-

. ...tion-..at'which he is elected until the conclusion of the pext
regular biennial conyention.of the synod.

b. Each delegate to the synod convention shall recejve g copy
-of the list mentioned in the Paragraph above and shall-indi-.
cate on it one minister of his choice. If one name appears
-on three-fourths of the valid votes cast on the first ballot he
shall be declared elected, If no one isjelectsd, the baflot

- Shall “B82 tredtad ag a Tio minating b&1iot and the two .names

“the hit st nimbe g‘i‘i‘“f'vdfg}‘__-kh_af‘lj'l. régeive firther

g Engl Each “'delogate ‘sHall vote by written ballot

~Hor "G “of “the “twb hiatfiesin the riominating ballet. The

. orie r8Beiving - the majority” vote “shall be declared as the

Vice-prasidant ot synod.
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It shall be duty .of- the \nceepreszdent to act for*thé pmsndeﬁf .
in Ris absence or-at his request. In case there is.a.vacancy.
in the office of the President to act for-the president from
the date of the vacancy until the election of a synod pte- J
siuent at the _next annual meeting ot the synod convention.

.

6. The recording secralary -

At each session of the executive commlttee and at each con-
vention of the synod a recording secretary shall- be elected
by the executive committes or by the convention, .as the
case may be from among its own members, Nominsations
shall be mede from the floor and voting may be by written
ballot. The recording secretary® so elected shalt serve for

‘that session only. )

It shali be the duty of tha recording secretary.to. submlt to
the president within two weeks of the close of the conven-
tion, and immediately upon the conclusion of a mesting of
the executive committee, of the synod, the minutes in-Telugi
and [ orjin English of su¢h conventions or msetings. . He
shall also compare with his .original draft of the minutes
two copies of the printed (or ofherwise. reproduced)

minutes, shall cell to the:attention of 'the preﬂdbnt and of
the concerned: body of the synod the necessary corréctlons, '

and shall attest those two correr:ted copies of the minur,es. _
as the official record of those sessions: . - Do

6, The treasurer

1. At such time as the executive. commlttea; of a syn@d may
find a suitable person or persons, . |t may. ineccmmend

that an honorary treasurer he. assngned to.the synod and
may present 1o the presldent of the Church. Qna Qr more
names for conslderatlon for the post, - The prosu:!ent
shafl. refer the matter to the Committee on. Assign<.’
ments, This COmmlttee. without further referenco to"f |

+
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the synod, may (1) recommend that one of the parsons
-recommended by the synod be assigned as treasurer;
or (2) ‘recornmend that some other person be assigned
as treasurer: or (3) recommend that no treasurer he
assigned’ and that the treasurer of the .Church shalil
care for the. work. The Executive. Council shall act
upon the recommendation of the Committes on
- Assignments. The term of -a treasurer shall be three
years, but the assignment may bere-considered at any

. time within the three years at'the racommendation of

the-executive committee of the synod, of the Com-
mittee on Synods. of the Committee on Assignments or
-of ‘the Executive Counell, | ‘

In case there is no treasurer of the synod or in.case the
place of a synod treasursr falls vacant for-any reason,
the church'treasurer shall be the treasurer of the synod,

b, Duties. itshall-be'the duty of the synad ‘treasurer :
1. |

"-T_,‘b ljgée‘iw _al',‘l-‘ mon,eys."éetriitt\ed_ to the synod and to

maintain accurate accounts related-thereto.

2. " To pay all .moneys sanctioned in the budget of the

~ synod and by enactment of- the -Andhra ‘_E_;\_ranqélical-

Lutheran Church and of the synod.

3. " To make 'réﬁiir‘t of the finaneial af-fairéﬁ?."of ‘the synod to

the, convention, to the executive committes of the
synod, “and, to the.Board of Finance by means of semj

‘syriod.. and as otherwise required by. the Board of
Fihance. =~ - : :

- 4. To-be.responsible for: fall-'fmonéys received, and to

submithis accounts foraudit as required by the Andhira.

~ Evangelical Lutheran Church: He shall be bonded
* for Which the' Board of Finance shall ' make provision, -

P

6. 8 Toaduise the syriod, parishes and_ institytions. under

. the synod.on financial matters;
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b To assume thd weasurership of any parlsh which fails- to
carry out the enactments of the A. E. L. Church or faiis to
meet its monetary’ obhgations to the church or synod.

6. To have seat and voice on the ‘execitive committee of
the synod.,

-

7* To.perform such.other duties as may be assigned to him
by the Executive. Council of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church and by the executwa committee or

Sec.

a.

1.

conventlon of-the syned, .

ARTICLE VIII. MINISTERS

Ministerfum

b

The ordained ministers of the " Andhra . Evangehcal
Lutheran Church, whether in service: or retired; who are
on the clergy roll of a synod as defined in the.e by-laws "~
shall constitute the ministerium of that synod -of  which
body the presedent of- 1he synod stiall be the Chol‘l’mﬂﬂ.w

b. One half of tha number of such mlnzsters shali constltute
a quorum of the mmlstenum )

C-

N
N
cier

It-shall be the duty of: the mlmste;ium

To rét:eWe irom 'the theolocﬂcal colleges the Jeport and
_reCOmmendanons concerning ' prospective’ candidates

- for the ministry, and to make recommendatlon to the
- Executive Council of the Andhia Evangehcal Lutheran

Church through its Committee on Syhods concérning
.the. seleciion of . candidates for. the,olomcal study :
{A.E.L. Church By laws, Art.- Il Sec.-l. c. )

To afford an opportunnty for thc mmlsters -to confer

' together on ecc[asiastlcal and spiritual matters.

‘ '-To perform any. other task commltted to |t by ther synod

or by: the A. E: L. Chutch.
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Sec. 2, Relatiofiships.

a. Every niiiii.n;té*_rial"m'mb‘e’f-*assigned to this-synod ‘shall hold
" his rfiihisteﬁ*al--membership ditectly in the Andhva Evange-
- lical Lutheran-Church,

b. Ordained ministers of the A. E. L. Church shall be amenable
to the faith and practice of the ‘A. E, L. Church serving
under the administration of the synod to which they are
assigned. ' h

€. A minister shall serve as Pastor of the parish to which he is

. assigned by the synod, residing with family jn the parish

= headquarters or in such other place as the synod executive .
commitiee may permit, . '

d. A minister is a member of the congregation in -'th'e—pface' of
his residence, ) '

6. A minister whio leaves the work of the mitistry and engages
in secular puisuits without the assignment or call- of. the
Chuich shall-ceass to be a minister-of this Church during the
period of such ‘Business or employment. The Executive
Council; by prover actien, mav restore. his ‘name. in the -
".cl&rgw];'r’ol»[ i he gives satisfactory evidence of ‘desire to
return to the ministry -and request Bssignmenit as a 'pastor
- and is assigned or called- by the Executive Couneil.

f. - A minister may demit the ministry voluntarily by giving.
written notice of that fact-to the president of the A.E. L
Church, subject to the limitations of item (g) below. The
‘name of such a minister shall bs removed from the clergy
‘roll of the synod and A, E. L. Church. | .

9. A minister of the A E. L Church shall serve this Church
. for.a pariod of 8gven yaars in arder to-dischargs his theolo-
. - gical treining --bond,. -Failure:so ta- serve shall’ make him

- lable'to +epdy to the Ghu\ri’é_h‘_-one_f-'sev.omh of -the stated
c,as_t;‘q,fi;su&h.f;tnainimg"l%ar each yea riess than seyen which

. he gerves, s S
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h. A minister may be tfemoved from the mlmsterlal oihce

Sec. 3.

‘have his ordination revoked and .his:-name removed from

the clergy roll of thls‘Church by action of the Executive
Council in accordance with the procedures iaid down in

the constitution and by - laws .of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church. ' : o

It shall be the duty of e minlster of the Andhra
Evangelical Lutheran Church :

To be diligent in private study and prayer.

To accept and adhere to the Confeés'ibn of Faith of the

Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church.

To conduct h|s life and work in a manner that is above
reproach » .

To care for Gods pGOple mdwsdually and as congre-.
gations,. preachlng the Word'to Christians and to men of
other faiths. striving to bring men to Christ; admimstermg

-the sacraments and: conducting public wqtsmp in accor-
.:dance with the faith and. practice’ of the A.E.L: Chyrch>

giving, catechetical instruction,. confirming, marrying in -

‘accordance with the laws of God and of the state; cuilti-

vating p:ety in individual and famlly life, visiting the flock,

espectally the sick, the. dlstfessed and the erring; stnwng
" tobring sinners to repentance and . forgiveness both by
.public and private . exercise.of his mlhlstry, encouraging
all efforts directed to the establishmentof nghteoushess

and the removal of wrong in the area; - encouraging and
giving fuil scope for the exercise by ¢hurch -fembers of
their -various ministries in the ghurch; endeavtaunng to

increase the liberality of his- panshoners {0 sumwrt of the
- work of the-parish, of the synod, of the"AE L. Church-and

- ot wotk beybnd the borders -pfthis: Church am:l" burymg-*
‘the dead. A
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To be in charge of ~the finances of the parish ‘unless the
synod or the AE. L Church makes some -other provision.

To dsrectl-the lay m‘inistry of the churchrvsiithin -his parish,

To perform such other duties as may be détermined by the
synod or the A, E. L. Church.

—

Discipline

L4

+ Responsibility for the discipline of ministers of this Church

is vested in the A. E, L. Church and protedure for cases.
of such discipline shall be as laid down in the constltu-
tion and by-laws of the A, E. L. Church ' '

In cases of. alleged neglect of duty or of local difficulties
which imperil ‘the efficient conduct of the parlsh the
synod president shall seek to set nght the matter by -
cournselling. Should this fail in its purpose, he shall
constitute an advisory committes of five members, viz,
two experienced ministers of the synéd, one missionary
and two confirmed lay members of ¢ongregations of the
synod. Thss commitiee, together with the president of:.
the synod shall’ hear those ‘making the allegations, as
wsll as the pastor himself, and shall-décide on a course
of action to be’ recommended to ' the pastor and the
congregation. if both agree. fo carty -out such recom-
mendations, no further action shall bé taken; but if either
party fails 1o assent, or if after assenting fails to carry
out the recommandtations, the matter shall .be reported
to the president of the A. E. L. Church who shall
follow the procedure for disciplinary action, If the
synod president himself finds it necessary to make .
allegations.under this section, the president of the A. E, L.
Church shall act.in ptace of the synod presideént in carry-

ing out the above- procedure ‘The foregmng procedure -

shall not be followéd in cases in which: ‘any of the .

- following are involved : preaching or teaching contrary

‘to the Churéh's Confessmn of Faith; conhdtict’ incompa-

- tible with moral purity or with 18 ghardtter of the
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ministerial office . or wilful disregard and violation of
the constitution and enattiments of the A.E. L. Church
~or.of this synod. Such cases shall be treated as disci-
Plinary matters and shall be reported to the president
of the church for digposition according to the constitution
and by laws of the A. E. L. Church.

!

In cases of suspected physical or mental disability the
matter shall be reported to the president of the A. E. L.
Church who shatl secure competent medical advice and
report the matter to the Executive Council for disposi-

tion, e.g.; extended medical leave for treatment or
Partial or full retirement, | ‘

“ARTICLE IX, THE LAY-MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH

Sec. 1. .To the whole Church and-to every-member of it belongs

 the duty.and privilege ‘of ‘spreading: the good .hews of the

k;ngdofn of God and the message. of salvation through Jesus

~ Christ, except in so far as that duty and privilege has been

- .-caimmitted to- the ordained ministry. of the Church. The A.E. L.

Church -therefore, welcomes: and . will as-far gs possible

;»-provide;f"or;::the.qx'ercise by:iay persons, both. men-end wo-

man.. of'such "gi:f,«ts.-.dfaprqniéma_tibn,. evangelization; teaching
L heplirig:and. administration as “God bestows upon: them.

Sec, 2. A large and-increasing part of the ministry of the laity
" should be ufiderfaken by men ahd women whe, while follow-
“fhg their ordinary calling 'inrlife;.a'l's”o'_engage' in'the work of
At church, ~Such voldniary work may be psrformed in many
”.wéys,‘"ambn-g' which are the following i~ ' :
. a. Assisting'ig pastiral work +. . This ificludes visiting mem-
., bers’ef the  congregation, especially'the sick,” the grief-
' styicken-and'th eiring ; meating them in groups for fellow.
* ship and.edification'and “prayer ; having the charge of
~village congregations; and gerterally helping the “pastor
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in bu:ldmg up the church Those who take part in such

| work shall'be communicant membérs- in_ good standing,
chosen specifically by: the parish church councii and

solemnlyset apart for this special service. They shall

" work under the directfoversight of the Ppastor,

b. Evengellsm: Itis the primary.duty of evary Chnstlan to

witness by life and word to Jesus Christ, This work of _
evangelization may be: done .both mdiv:duall‘l and by
groups and should include special methods such as lyrical
proclamation and the distribution of scriptures and other
evangelistic Interature

Caring for Youth : The:church has important dutiaa to-
‘ward its young members, bothin preparmg them for- tha '
time' when they publicly accept for themselves- the
promises nfade for them in baptism, and in guiding their
subsequent lite as full members of the- church. The
setvices of godly persons may be enlisted.by the . Parish
church:council to assist in such work under- the ~direct
supervision of the pastor. :

Stawérdship SteWar’dshlp; of money and care of .church

_property form an important Sphere - -of sabour- -of :every

congregation, Those who  help -the =church” in. ‘these ~
matters should seek to assist the. pastorgto raise sufficient -
funds for the parish, to keep the- ehurchbuildings- and
other property in good condition, 1o help the poor and
sick, and generally to help the._ pastor in temporal -affairs.
of the congregations. Special, care in these .matters, must
be taken in other that all may be done in accardanc&
with the policy and rules of the Andhra Evangehcal
Lutheran Church,

oy
{

Sacialsarvlce Thekchurch has a responSiblhty to be .

~ aware of and to seek to correct soclal condltlons which

violate Chnstsfteachmg coficerning. human dignity. It

‘shall seek out among its membershjp lay volunteers to

help in this mlmstry., '
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f.  Prayer: The n'nmstry “af; mtercesslon is vitat end should
not only underlie and inspire allithese othef ministerigs
mentioned in this article but it shoald. be recognized as
‘one which should constantly be exerclzed by all members
of the church

Sec.’ 3 The mimstry of the laity may also be performed by
men and women who, inresponse to God‘s call, «devote their
whole time to such service and for whose support the chureh
must therefore make full or partial provision, Among the lalty
$0 serving the ‘church may be.the following, .

Art IX Sec. 3.

&, “Persons Ilcensed to peiform the mims’teriai ac‘ts and

' to serve in full charge of parishes. At such time as

‘there- may be an insufficient numbsr of pastors avai-

lable tp care adequately for the' congregations -of the

"~ A. E. L. C.; the Executive Council may license - certain

lay persons to-assigt in that ministry and grant special

permission for them to admmlster the sacraments as

well es preach the Word andto- engage in"other pas-

toral duties, Such persdns shali be carefully-chosen by

the synod. mlmsterium from among the experiencedlay

jworkers and approved by the executive, committee

of the. synod. They shall have such qualifications

and. undergo such trammg as may.be determined from

time to.time, The time of their appointment shall be

as deta:mlned by the Executwe Council of the Andhra

~'Evangehcal Lutheran Church and the place of thair |,

appomtment shall be determmed by the exacutive

commlttee of the synod upon the recommendation of
pastOrs commme,g o .

b ‘Theren may be full-time evangelists appointed by the. symd

' whose pnmary responsubillty shall be to work among

' peop!ezof other fanhs rather than the: care of Chnstlan
can@regathS R . . _

. e Thé synods may appoint BIblB wnmen to serve in '
, spreadmg the Gospei
16 .
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d. Catechists may be appointed by the synod ‘Yor the
- full-time cafe of -Christian congregations- under the
direction of a pastor. . o

e. Part-time prayer conductors may be appointed by the
‘concerned parish church council to conduct services in
a Christian congregation, for which work they may be.
paid an allowance. ‘ . .

ARTICLE X. COMMITTEES
Sec. 1. Executlve Committee |

8. There shall be an executive committee of the synod
composed of the following;

1. The president of the synad.
i 2. The vice-president of synod
3. Elected by the convention ; | . _
a. Two representatives from esch field, half clerical.

. and halflay . . e
b. Two women (if not otherwise elected)

“b.  Mernbers of thie execdtive, committee:of ‘tHs synod "shall

be elected to a term of féur 'yeats by the synod conven-

. tion by ‘ballot upon homination by tHe “Cominittee ‘on
‘nominations and- Credentigls. of the synod: There ‘may
‘also bse 'n‘o_fﬁfnétions-‘,frof'{h'i'fthev ‘floor of the convention if
“desired. Continuity of membership shall-be maintained by
the election of half the members biennially.. ‘In'the case
of two representatives from one field thié terms of these
representatives shall be detérmined so that- thegmember-
ships fall vacant in alternate bienniums, = .-

€ (1) Meetings: |

The Synod. Executive Committee . shal-: nor, ally- meet.

e:Galled:by the

once in a.quarter, Special. meatings raay
.- President of: the Synod oF shall be'¢afled
- ofatledstone half o the members,
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c (2) ‘Notice :

Five days notice for special mesting and seven days
notice for regular meetings shall be given along with the
proposed agenda to all who are entitled to ;be present.
Notices shall be sent by certlflcate of postmg or by

-cirsular takmg the signature of the members.

*

"¢ (3) “whoasver is absent from three consecutive meetings

Sec, .

inclyding special - -megting without leave of absence,
shall: cease to 'be a membbr of the Synod Executwe
* Cotmmittee. :

6.4 QuOrum\.

A quorum for the transactlon of business shail conmst of
a majority of the. Synod. Executive Committee including
elected and: ex-ofﬂclo members.

Duties;:of the executwe comm:ttee shali be .as- provnded in

the synod by-laws. ]

2. St‘mdfhg "cdmmi.ﬂe&‘ £ -

The: executive commlttee of the synod shall appoint the

- following-committees: approx:’rﬁételv one month before

each regular convention of the.-synod  upon. recommen-

_dauon ‘by: the president of the synod, taking care that
-there. 1s continuity of membershlp an the commnttees

1. Commlttee on Pastors

2. Commlttee on: Eva‘ngehsm and Stewardshlp
3. Commlttee on- Buildings | |

4. Comnittea on: Nomi’natlons and. Cradentlajs '
b. :Cﬂmmlttee on: Ghristlan Home™ :

6 ,Commattee on Christlan Educa’tqon -— S 0
T Commlitee on’ Mlmstry among. youth : |

t_) Tha composiuon and-dutles of these commltteas shall be‘

.as: prowded in thesé «W‘ﬁaws
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Sac 3. Speocial Committees ' -

The executive enmmutee of the svnod}may appolnt soecial
committees for carrying on the wmk of the:Church in the
area ef the synod. «

ARTICLE XJ. BYLLAWS--AND AME—NDMENTS

Sec. 1. By laws not in conflict with this constltutton or with the -
~ constitution, by-laws and enactments of the Andhra Evan-
gelical . Lutheran Church shall be adopted. by the Executive
Council of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church in accor-
dance with the following provisions:

a. By-laws may be proposed in writing to the president of
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church by six delegates
to.the convention of a synod or of the Andhra Fvangélical
Lutheran Church, or by a majority-vote of the convention
or the executive. commitiee of any synod of the Andhra
Evangelu:al Lutheran Church. or by any member of the
Executive .Council of the ‘Andhra Evangelical Lutheran

- Church; they shall be reported to the Executive Council
by the president of the . Andhra Evangellcal Lutheran
Church and shall appear in its minutes. -

b.: Noticeof such preposed by-laws shall be se:ﬂ to'the dela- :

' gates to the most recent regular convention sfthe Andhra

“Evangelical Lutheran Church provnded that ‘they have not °

been disqualified or réplaced, and-to the members of the

- Executive Council at feast two months before- cons:dera-
tion of the by-laws by the Executive Counc;l

.~ -C. - By-laws shall require to; adoptuon a. two-thlrds majorlty
vote of the members of the Executlve Council present.

‘Set. 2. Ahiehdments to this constitution -and “to its by-laws,
which amendments . are not in conflict with the constitution,
by-laws and enactments of the Andhra - Evangelical Lutheran
Church, may.be proposed and adopted.in: aceqrdance with the
procedure Iatd down in- Sec 1 of this Amcle

m
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' The: Ari-cll'hra- Evangelical Ltrtheran c.hureh “

ARTICLE L AREAS OF SYNODS

Sec. 1. The East Godavari Synod of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church ordinarily shall operate in the Srikakulam,
N Vlsakhapatnam and. East Godavari Districts.

Sec. 2. The West Godavari Synod of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church ordmanly sha!l operate in the West Godavari
‘District.

Sec. 3. The East Guntur Synod -of the Andhra Evangellc’al
,Lutheran Chuich ordmanly shall operate in Guntur District. .

- See. 4. The. Central Guntur Synod. of Andhra Evangelrcal
Lutheran Church. ordlnarrly sha!l operate in Guntur, Krishna and
- Hydgrebad Drstncis |

Sec. 5. The West Guntur Synod of the -Andhra Evangelu:al
' Lutheran Church ordtnanly shall operate in Guntur. Kurnoo! and
Nellore Dlstncts o

Sec “B. 1-‘he above menuoned Sy‘nods may also operate In‘
such ‘other places as this Church shalt determine in consu]tatlon
‘with the regional Christian Council.

T ARTJCLE 1. CONVENTIONS

Srec 1 T he regular ar-mual conventiens of the Svnods of the
Aﬂdhra Eﬁan@ehe‘aﬁ Lutheran- Church ‘shall’ be held ordinarily
‘between January { and April 30 or at such times and places as
shall be: determlned by the Executwe Council of the Andhra
Evanuéliealr theren Chureh. By gpecific -action the Executive
Coungcil’ m.ay-id" 8C t}re Exegutive committee of the Synod to- fix
seither ¢he tima 6F the plaee of the: fegular corrventlons. “o
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Sec. 2. The oxecutive committes of the synod shall meke're-
commendation to the Executive Council concerning the time and
place of:special conventions of the synod and notice of such spe-
cial conventions shall be given only aftsr approval of the time and
place of the cenvention by the Executive-Coungil.

. !
Sec. 3. Representatlon shall be by clerical and lay delegates
as follows : -

a. Ordained ministers of the Andhra Evangelical Lutharan
Church who dre -on the clergy rol! of the synod as laid
-minister of the Andlira Evangelical Luthersin Chutch who
is retired shall be' a,member without vote..

b. 1. . Lay delegates as follows :

In order to be entitied to send Iay defegates to the synod

Convention, each parish shall coritribute to the A, E. L.
“Chureh work as a whole through the Suvartha Dhana

Nidhi fund as foliows. N o

Each ‘A" class parish shall contribute 20%, of all its offerings, -
excluding -spetial offerings (such as Biblé Society. . NMS, Youth,
Theological Education Endowment), of the previous financial year
ending Dec. 31 to the Survartha Dhana Nidhi fund of the A.E, L.
Chuich. It shali be. entitled to _have three lay. delegates to the
synod convention, ' : '

Each ‘B’ Class parish shall contribute 10% of actuel offerings
excluding special offerings (such as Bible Society. NMS, Youth,
Theological Education Endowment), of the previous financial year
ending:Dec. 31 to'the Suva.,r_th‘a-D_,hana Nidhifundof thef'~a;'A:,E."L'__,
Church: It shall be entitled-to have two lay-dels patésdo: the synod L

[Each *C’ Class parish shall contribute 3% of-actual -offerings,
excluding special offerings (such. as Bible Society,-INMS," Youth,
Theelogical Education Endowment) of the Previcus financlal:year
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end’ing Deeember 31 to the SDN fund of the A. E L. Church It
shall be entltled to bave ene lay delegateto the synod conventlon

o

2. (&) Lay delegates and alternate delegates to synod
: conventions shall be confirmed members- in. good
standing of the parish which they represent. They
shall be members who contribute at least
“Rs. 5/- per month or atleast -Rs. 60/~ per year to
the Suvartha Dhana Nidhi fund of the church in
addition to 2 minimum of Rs, 5/~ per year offering
of record to their parish. The membership of any
:guch delegate already elected shall automatically
cease if his annual contribution is not given regula-
rly within the calendar year or such other time as
“spetitied by the Executive Countil, They shalil have
been resident in the parish which they represent
for. at least one year prior to the date of election
as. delegate in. so far as they are able to judge,
pansh church councils shall seek to electas delaga-
:,tes mien and women of good report as described

in Atts 6 3, | Tim, 3 8-—-10. and Titus 1: 6.

(b) Lay- delegates to synod eonventmns shall be at
R Ieast twenty five years rof -age.

(c) A delegate whOse resldence is changed toa place
outsnde ‘the: pansh durlng hls term as.delegate shall
cease t6-be & -delegaté and his-altérnate shall be-
come the- regular delegate for the term.

- 3. lLay delegates and alternates shall be elected by the -
parlsh church coungils to: aterm of four years. .in
L accordance witha s¢heduleto be. lald down by the

execut Ve committee of the syned whtch schedule‘

"Lay delegales



(b)

(d)

(@
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shall -serve™ from the bagmnmg of th& Svrned-r

- Convention meeting succeeding: their elegtion till

the begrnnmg of the next regular synod conven-
tion at which their successors are seated. '

A delegate shall be eligible for rc-election

Procedure for the election of lay 'delegates and
alternate shall be as follows;

Approximately three months before the regular _
convention. unless otherwrse permitted by the
executive committee of the synod, the president
of the synod shall send to pastors of-the concerned.
parishes instructions conceming the electrons of .
lay delegates to the synod - convention in
accordance with the synod by-laws Art. “1l.
Sec.3. b. »

The pastor. ‘shalt give to the parish church council

at least.one week’s notice of the time and plage
for élection of a lay q_,n_le_gat_e to the synod

. convention
(c) .

‘council at which more. than half.of .the members

At the announced time. of the elect:on, the pastor,-
shall convéne a- ~meseting . of the parish church

shall constrtute a quordm. Hp shall then read the

-qualifications of defegates as-set forth in ‘Synod

By-laws Art. li, Sec. 3, b, 2, as well as the
Scripture passages rgferred to therein.

o

The parish church council shnl'l then Spand some
time in prayer for the guidance of -God in the
matter before them, ®

Voting shall be by wntten ballot by members of -
the parish church councif without oral nomination. |
and shall require three-fourths of the " ballots -
cast for election an the first baltot If no one is -

-elected, “the. ba!lot sha!l be treated as a. nom:natlng :
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ballot and the three names receiving the highest

numbar of votes shall receive further ‘considera-
tion.

On—jhé second written ballot the members shall
vots for one of thie three names retained from the

tirst ballot. If one of the nominees receives more

than half of the votes cast, he shall be declared

- elected. Otherwise the name receiving the lowest
- -number of votés shall be ehmmated and the votes

shall be ¢ast between the remammg two names,
The one receiving more votes shall be declared

-elected as delegate In case of atie. it shall be

resolved By drawing fots.

(9). The pr.ocedure laid down in (e) and (f) above

(h)

m gaod’standmg in —

shall be followed in the.election of an alternate.

The pastor shall m{madiately notify - the president

~of the synod of the name of the person elected:

with his postal address, in the following form of
_certnf:cate - f‘ :

“lI'do hereby certify that at a du!y notified and

-convened meeting of the parish church council
~held at: (place) on (date), {(name of elected

person! was elected as.lay delegate ftom
~——— patish to the synod convention I

,further certify that- (name of‘ the elected person)

is a confirmed member vears of age.

congregation of
‘parish, “Within the last one year he

- has récdived Holy GOmmumUn, and has made. a
~conttibution of récord to fhe congregatlon. |

algo “cartify that “the - followmg parish church
council-members. Wera Present and ‘participated in

: -f-th*e alecﬁon

3 etet . <
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A similar caytificate concerning the alternate sball

be serit. -

() Six weeks before the regular é'd'nvent_i'on of the
Synod, unless some other fime is permitted by the
executive cofmmittee of the synod, all of the certi-
fied credéntlals.of the slected .delegates and aiter-

nates shal("be in the hands.of the piesident of the

synod, along with any appeals against the validity
of any election or against tha eligibility of any
&lécted delegate or alternate. Appeals or challen-
ges, if any. shall be made ‘with .reasons to the
president of the synod with a .COpY to the chairman
of the synod's .Comimittée on, Nominatioris and
Credentials, and shall be made only on the basis
of alleged . violation .of constitutional provisions:
Appeals or challenges on bases other than alleged
violation -of constitutional provisons shall not be
considered. The president shall then draw up a
list of all the delegates and” alternates against '
- Whose ‘elsction thire ~ tias been no. appeal -or
challenge and who appear 1o be €ligible . to._serve.
. - He:shall .._al§o:draw‘;up a-second list'containing® the
. names;of persons whose:election or . eligibility has .
...been'contested or wha appear ‘ineligible to setve,

(i), ‘Appioximately five wegks before the synod conven- .
* tion, unless.otherwise -permitted-by the éxecutive
B committee of the synod, the.synod’s Committee on -

. Nominations and Credentials.shall receive from the
. president of-the synod the. list of uncontested and
- contested  delegates and .alernates. (see i above).

. together with the certiticates from parish pastors -
and shall consider their conformity.to: the consti-
,tution and epactments of thisghurch, - Thé synod's
‘Committee on Nominations -and -Credentials shal)
prepare a list of uncontéested delegetes. and on
each contested, insligible or doubtful ‘case shail
‘make its recommendation with :constitutlenal
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r'eesﬁ'e_ns {egarding the validity of the. election or
the ‘eligibitity of the individual’

(k) The executive committee of the synod and the
' synod’s Committee - on;Nominationis and Creden-
‘tials sittifig in joint session, shall-be the body for

- .making fmal‘"decmon concerning the roll of dele-
getes -to the synod - convention. The synod
president, who shall be chairman of this joint
body, shall give  to each member at least one

: »weeks notice of its meeting which he shall
convene epproxnmately four weeks before the synod

- conventlon

- This body shall corisider the delegates one at a
time,. taking - |nto consideration the repogt of the
‘Commnttee on Nommatlons and Credentials con-
cermng uncontested delegates, as well as that
cdommittee’s recommendations on each contested,
ineliglble or doubtful case, and vote shall be
'Zf-:takenn on, the- seating of each delegate. Only
, vrolaﬂon of constltutlonal provisions shall consti-
- tute grounds for a decision against seating a
delegate Such a decision not to seat a delegate

shall;require a two - thlrds mejonty vote of ‘the
members present.

An eppealmay be méds to thls body to reconsider *

its decision in any case, but such reconSIderetlon
' shal‘l be fmal and Blndmg

If a declsmn is made agamst seating & dele@‘ete,, _
hlS alternate If ellglble, shall ber'ome the dele-
“bé. notllled forthwath and the pansh church ,
council shall be instructed to elect an ellglble alter- -

- nate. If both delegate and the alterniate’ are inefi: .

- gible, .the pari¢h church council shall efect both-a
até' and alternate’ "The names of ‘such

d’e‘rqates and altefnates shall be scrutinized. By
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the synod‘s Commlttee on _Nominations and
Credentials and - by the above mentioned joint
body, which shall meet. approxrmatelv ona ‘week
before the . conventlon 1h.~case: 0f any election
~ not -having been completed by the time.of this
" meeting.of the joint-body, :that place shall remain
vacant until after the convention, when |t may be
filled in accordance with the previsrons of these
by-laws.

The @bove provisions concerning the scrutrny of
~ delegates shall apply equally to alternates.

(1) At the time of the synod conventron the presi-
dent of the synod, shall lay upon the table the
certificates which he 'has received from the parish
pastors in accordance with (h) abave containing
the names and certitications of those who have
been approved as defegates and &lternates ‘by the
joint-body, - consisting of the E‘xecutwe Committee
and Commrttee on, Nomrnatrons and Credentials

' .of the synod. He shall thén “instruct the synod’s
Commrttee ‘on Nomrnations and Credentials to
PR : .take a roll xcall by sunetures

R l'néﬂtutlen representatlon Institutrons h‘avrng at least 10-
AELC staff members who give 5% of- t’herr»total salaries as a
-whole to the - Suvartha Dhana Nidhi” Fund;of the.Church shall be
entrtled to- send-one delegate to the synod Convention at the.-
oxpense of the institution . This delegate shall be elected by . and

- from among the members’ who coritribute at" least 5% of ‘their,
ealary to the Suvartha Dhana Nrdhr Fund,

d. The President of the Andhra Evangelrc*l Lutheran Church
or his nommee shall be gwen seat voice i ln the- ccnventrdn.

Sec. 4. Alt.ernetes _

R

~ For each lay delegate an ,alternate de1egate shall be chodeni
in accordance with Art, tl Sec 3, b. of these by-laws, The
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sertificates of delegates offciaily forwarded to the president of the
synod_shgll -gontain .the name and address of the alternate; -in
-thb_.r-dl[jc‘dfl_l‘=9f‘}.§ynp'd;listedz in the-official minutes, the name and
“address of the alternate shall be sat.down Opposite . the-name . and
address of the delegate. If g delegate is unable to attend any
convention for any temporary cause, the alternate shall attend that
convention only, If the delegate for any reason losss his
delegateship or is declared instigible to serve, the aiternate
shall become the regutar delegate for the rest of that term and
another alternate shall be elected by thejconcerned parish church

counecil.

Sec. §. Qeclaratidn before conductjng elections :

‘Before the apening of the election of panets for president and
OIher:.-persons elected by the convention, the president shall read
- the following dectaration and the convention shall denote assent

to.the -same by:a rising ‘vote, —

-r?.-Fq%rm of Declaration

“Baaring ~Ihmfmf-;ho_w_;lmportam ft Is :that .the saered otfices

. ofthe churohshould -not be unworthily conferred. | do

solemnly declare that | will not vote at these -elections for

any .persohs: tﬁroagh_-fear or favour, but In-singleness of

. that for the glory of God and the ‘good of His people, and

- I Wwillvote:for such tearning persons gnly as I fn.m y cansci-

- rehce-béllevetp:be of such - learning and - soundness In the

“falth, apd of such ’-ylztue;and”—;abil_i_ay as to qualify for the
roly.offices ofthe.church. ' | o

* ARTICLEIl. SUPORT OF THE PRESIDENT.
" from the bud;_"ga-t"_pf;rhe Parish -to whieh -he.is ‘assigned or from

-fu’hdg;miagd;bﬁ»‘yé}:;he.;“f,'syif-md for the salary of the-president’ in case
he is full time. : |

- ~:8ec. 1. The-president of the synod shall receive his. salary

| Secg g__'m_ add:hén, he._s-hail re.qei,v’e_;-“a‘nal'lo‘_w_a,nce--of- Rs. 30

.per morith through- the budget of the synod president’s -office.-
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Sec. 3. A budget for the offlce of the” synod pres!dant shall
be determined by the Board of Finance of the Andhra’ Evangencal
Lutheran Church and shall be povided by the contr' bunbns of the
parishies of the synod and:-from other sources

4

ARTICLE IV. ELECTED; APPOINTED AND EX-OFFICIO
REPRESENTAT[VES

L3

Sec. 1. Delegales to: the Andhra Evandel!cal Lutheran'
Church Convenrlon

a. Each s‘ynod shall be entitled to elect élerical and lay
- delegates to the convention of the Andhra Evangslical
Lutheran Church in accordance with Art. | of the.Andhra
Evangehcal Lutheran Church bv-laws They--shall .-he
megmbers who contribute at least Rs. 5 per month of at
least Rs. 60 per year to the S D.N. funds. of the Church
in addition to a :minimum of: Rs. -6: per year -offering of
record to their parish. The membershlp of any such
delegate already electad shall automatically.-cease: if his-
‘annual contribution is not - given. regulariy within the
calendar year or such other time~as- spe‘clfiad by the
councnl A :

b. These delegates shall be alected ‘at the Hast regular
cohvention: of the - -synod before the biennial :¢onvention
of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran ‘Church by~ ‘ballot on
nomination by the synod's Committée on . Nomtnatlons.
and Credentials. Nominations of eluglble persons in each
riominated category shail- also ba. permltteds/on the floor
of the convention. Such- nomlnanons from ths ﬂoor'

. :ahall be referred to . the - syriod’ scammntee on- Nomina~

~ - tions. and: Crederitlals for -scrutiny- and repbrt bui that‘

. cbmmittee shall have no . iight to ehmmate any 'na’maa i
c. The pres1dent of each synod shall be one- of the crerlcal
~ delegates “provided “in “Andhra ”Evangehcal Lutheran-.
| ChuréhBy-taws “Art. 1. Sac L a. R :
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A parish. contrlbutes 30% of its offerings (including
the 209, glven as A class parish) to the ‘S.D.N. Fund

shall have the pnwlege of sending one delegate to the
AEL. - Church convention with parish funds.

<

' Sec, 2 Representat:ves “on the Execut/ve Council o! the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church

a. Each synod shall be represented on the Executive Council
of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church by one
ordamad ‘Indian - sminister and  one ‘Indian lay person

eleéted by the ‘convention of the synod in accotdance
With the- followmg schedule

East ..God.ava.n , .
ordained = 3 964-67; 1967-71: 1971-75
fay — 1964-69;  1969-73;  1973-77
~West Godavari |
) orda_ihed' - 1964-69; 1969-73; 1973-77
lay .- .~ 1964-67; 19.67:-71; 1971-76
- EestGunwr - S
| orddined  1964:67; -1967-71;. 1971-75
lay = "7 1964-695 1969-—73( 1973-77
CGntral ﬁuntur e o
ordaqmad 195u£_69; -_-'-‘f9619=7'3::' 1973277
_-_J.,j- clay. - 1964-67; - 1967471; 1 871-75
Westﬁuntur L S
A ordplned ,_ 1_;364;‘%67; 1967-74; _.._._"1971'_7'5
L AR 11964'-6‘9-..__| 1269-73; 1973-77

“ T End: rslmdarly, prowdmg for terms of two bienniums each.
They shall be membqts who contiibute at least Rs. 5 per
month orRs. 60 per year to the S. D N. fund, .of the ¢hurch
- 0’ a minimum of Rs 5 per _yedr offering of.
} hé:is’;p_. The | QObershlp of any-such person
2d to the - Executwe COU[‘IC!I shail automa- -
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regularly within the calendar year of such other t|me as
‘specified by the Executive Councul '

The elected lay rep:esentat‘iVe of a synod-shall be at least
twenty-five years of age and a confirmed member in
good standing of a.congregatiOn of the synod.

Election of these representatives shall be in the followmg
manner

1.

term-of one biernium in the firét elacfi "

-~

?

Each delegate to ‘the regu!ar syngds-¢onvention in -
which a representative to-the- Executive: Council is to
be elected according to the- precadmg schedule. shall
nominate by written ballot in the sequence deter-
mined by the schedule in Sbc. 2. a. either three
ordained persons on-the-clergy. roll of that synod or
three lay petsons at ledst: twenty-five -years of age -
who are confirmed, members in good standing of
congregations of that synod.

The names-ef all persons. so nominatad- shall be
reported to the synod conventionin the ofder of
votes -received. Further consideratiori shall be
limited to the highest three.in that list,

Each voter shall then indicate.on & second.. written
ballot.the order of preference. wh:ch hie gives to those

‘three names, marking. them three, two and one.

respectively. In counting the votes.the tellers ‘shail
add the numbers assigned-to each of the namas and -

shall report them to the synod convention beginning

with the name receiving the hlghest total followed
|n order by those recaivmg Iower tota]s in sequence

,The one recewmg the hlghest total shaﬂ be declared
“~glected to the Executive’ Councll of fha ‘Andhra-
] Evangeflicai Lutheran Church far & 18l i of two bien-

niums, except for those who sha!l be, &élected to a.

orjg under - this”
conistitution, as indicated in Sec. 2 a above
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5. Interim vacancies occurring among these representa-
tives. on the Executive Council may be filled tempo-
rarily by the executive comniittee of the: synod until
the next regular convention of the synod, whiich

~ regulsr cenvention shall proceed to fill the vacancy
by election™ according to the procedure laid down in
paragraph ‘abové. The pérsons so elected shall fill
out the unexpired term. -

Sec. 3. Members of boards of the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Each synod shall be entitled to elect members to the boards of
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church in accordance with Article
X1 of the constitution of the Andhra Evangelica! Lutheran Church,
They shall be members who contribute Rs. 6 per month or Rs, 60
per year to the S.D.N. fund of the church in addition to a minimum
of Rs. Bper year offering of record to their parish. The membership
of any such person already elected to the Board shall automatically_
cease if the annual contribution is not given regularly within the

calender year or such other'time as specified by the Executive
Coungil. ‘

ARTICLE V. CLERGY ROLL OF THE SYNOD

Sec. 1. The clergy "roll_of _thé,syno’d shall consist of the
following ordained ministers : ‘ _
:':1. Ministers .of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church

‘assigned by the. Executive Council of the Andhra Evan-
-gelical Lutheran Church to the synod.!

~b. Ministers of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
under transfer-or appointment to the synod,

c. A rﬁinis.’ter of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
serving as president of the synod.

&  Minigters of ‘t'-h"e'_And-hra -Evah‘g’e"l;i;pa}' Lutheran: Chureh in
~ speciad work under a board of the Andhra Evangelioal

- ‘Lutheran Church within the area of the syngd;

P _ : s
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Ministers of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church

serving in a special ministry, such.as the following . shall
be mambers of the synod in which the headquarters of-
that ministry, as determined by the Andhra Evangelical
Lutheran Church, is located.

theological schools
literature secretary
inner- mission parish

inter-church appointments within the area of
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church

Ministers of the Andhra Evangelical Lutherah Church who
are under inter-church appointment outside the.area of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Chiurch shall be members of
the synod in which they last served the Andtira Evangeli-

-cal Lutheran Church, unless otherwise specified by the

Executive. Councll of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
Church,

Retired “ministers of the Andhra Evange_lica[-LUtﬁéién

‘Chuich resident within the area of the synod. A refired

minister of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran, Church resi-
dent outside the area of the Andhra Evangaslical Lutheran

‘Church be & member of the synod in which_he last served -

the Ahdhra Evarigelical Lutheran Church, unless otherwise
specified by the Executive Céuncil of the Andhfa Evange-
lical 'Lutheran Churth. . o ‘

A minister of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church

Serving as president of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
Church shall be a:member of the synod in which is doca-
ted the headquarters of tha AndhraiEvangelical Lutheran
Church. - S '

Sec. 2. The clergy roll -of the synod shall normally be main-
tained by the president of the synod:but at any time the Execu-
tive Council of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Churgh may bring
it into c onformity. with these by-laws. S
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Sec. 3. With the exception of those ministers indicated in
Sec, i. e, above, no minister of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
Church in active service shall be maintained on the clergy roll of
a synod of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church for more than
fifteen consecutive years except in order to -permit him to com-
plete one of. the following terms of service, which term of
service must have begun beforé the completion of his fourtesnth
year in the synod.

a. a five-year term in one parish of the synod.

b, a five-year term in special work under a board of the
Andhra Evangelical L utheran Church.

c. a term as president of the synod.

Sec. 4. With the exception of those minjsters indicated in
Sec. i. e. above, no minister of the Andnra Evangslical Lutheran
Church shall be continued in spacial work under a board of the
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church for.more than ten coritinuous
years.

Sec. 5. No minister shall be eligible for appointment or
assignment to any parish or special area work under a board or
| for election or-appointment to office in any .synod where he has

been on the ciergy roll.for fourteen consecutive years.

Sec. 3. No minister in active service . shall be eligible to
return to a synod and to have his name entered again in the clergy
roli of the synod until at least tive years have elapsed since
he left service w:thm the area of that synod

-~ ARTICLE VI;. DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE" COM MITTEE OF
' SYNODS

“Seé. 1. General

.a, To represent the synod and to carty out its fesolutlons. '
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Toattend to the business of the synod in the. interim
between conventions, - -

To promote the interest of the Andhra -Evangelical
Lutheran Church Wwithin the area of the synod.

Relating to parishes.

To assign pastors to all parishes in the synod upon the
recommendation of the committes on pastors except as
otherwise provided in the constitution and by-laws.

To arrange forthe pastoral care of any parish for which
no minister is available. '

To determine. uponthe recommendation of the committes
on pastors, the place of lay workers licensed to adminis-
ter the sacraments.

To report to the Executive Council of the Andhra Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church when any pastor {n active seryice
has completed fourteen continuous years on the clgfgy
roll of the synod, so that the Executive Council can make

* . transfers in accordanice with these by-laws and with the

‘constitutions and by-laws of the Andhra Evangelical -

Lutheran Church.

To report annually to the Executive Council of the Andhra.
Evangelical Lutheran Church the number of vacant’

‘parishes in the synod (without .ordained or licensed
“ persons in charge) , v

~To report to the Executive Council of the Andhra Evange-

lical Lutheran Church the names of ordained and lay
workers one full year prior to their dates of retirement.

To determine the number of members of "the church
council of each parish of the synod, the schedule of con-
gregations to be represented by members on the parish- -
chweh council, and the schedule of rotation of terms



BY - LAWS FOR THE SYNODS ART. VI . 141

among those members to assure as nearly as mathematj-

cally possible that one-fourth of the terms expire each
year.

To-sge that congregational panchayats and parish church
councils within' the area of the synod are - properly
organized and functioning, This shall include the right
{o superseds those bodies.

To consider and make final decision on any appeal made
to it through the concerned pastor concerning a member's
right to vote in a parish (Parish by-laws, Art |, Sec. 3).

To make decision as to whether the pastot of any parish
of the synod shall be in charge of the finances of the
parish (Synod Constitution, Art VIIl. Seec. 3. )

To fix for parish church councils a schedule of terms of
lay delegates from parishes to synod conventions, in
ordér to provids as nearly as is mathematically possible
that one-fourth of the terms will expire each ‘year in a
Ieguler succession,

- To appeint, transfer, 'discip]ine ‘and dismiss catechists,
~evangslists and Bible women upon the recommendation

of the concerned parish church council or person in

charge. - During discussion and action refating to Bible

. Women and -evangslists, the person in- charge under the.

- Board of . Evangelism and Mission ‘shall be given seat
- -and voice: in .the ‘executive: committee and shall have

Teceived one waek's notice of such a meeting, Transfers

shall 'nnrmally’ become effective on June 1 of the current
year. ' - :

. .To confirm any prebatienary workers as Permanent after
L ;-.t_he;no,néemﬂd pastor-and ‘parish church council ¢

b : ertify '
that the worker has rendered three years of service which.

is both satisfactory and such s to commend the worker

-:fm-?ra‘per_manént*pos't. No woiker may be confirmed as

Permanent unless there js g Permanent post available for
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e

Sec. 3. Relating to synod conventions

- Co

To fix either the time or the place of the regular conven-
tions of the synod when requested by specific action of the
Executive Council of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
Church to do so. :

To consider and act upon the recommendation of the
synod president concerning the calling of a speclal con-
vention of the synod, in accordance- with synod cons-
titution Art. VI Sec. | c.

To fix the tims and place of spscial cbnventions of the
synod, subject to the approval of the Executlve Councli of
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church

To fix the agenda programme of all conventions of
the synod . ,

4. Relating to the business of the synods

' ’ [ ]
To elect from among its own members a recording secre-
tary by ballot upon nomination fiom the floor. This
election shall take place at each meeting of the executive
cowmittee. The recording secrelary SO elected shall
gerve for that meeting only. B

To appoint before each regular convention of the synod
all standing committees of the synod in-accordance with
the by-laws upon recommendation-by the<ptesident’ of
the synod, taking care that there |s continuity.of member-

ship on sach committee. : : '

‘To appoint, when necessary; special ‘committees for

carrylng on the work of the Churchin: the atea of the
synod

.. To consider and act upon- the recommandanon of the

synod ministerium concerning:lay:persons whom it is pro- -
posed to license-to administer the sacraments in accor- -
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determine the place of-appointme’nt'of.such persons upon

the recommendation of the pastors’ committes of the
synod. - : :

dance with synod constitution Art. IX. Sec. 3 a; and to

8. To consider and act upon ajl financial matters related to
‘the work of the -8ynod, including the scrutiny of the bud-
gets of the parishes of the synod; the distribution of
“subsidy aliotted to the synod by the Andhra Evangelicaj
Lutheran Church: the study of parish and synod audit
T6ports; the adjustment of balances at the end of the year
and the fixing of the ‘amount of offering to be rajsed by
the parishes of the synod for merciful work, Rewa Mission,

Bible Society- and other causes approved by the Andhra
Evangelical Lutheran Church,

f. To carry out any other task given to.
-Andhra Evangslical Lutheran Churc
body of either of these,

it by the synod, the
h or any subsldiary

ARTICLE VI, COMPOSITION AND DUTIES OF STANDING
COMMITTEES ‘
:S'ec; 1. General

8. The executive cemmittee of 1
* each. regular convention o
mittees of the synod in ace

he synod ¢ hall dppoint before
f the synod all standing com-

ordance with by-laws, ‘upon
~ recommendation by the president of the synod, taking
~ care that there i

e § continuity of membership on each com-
-mittes., ' '

b. Members of standing committess need not be delegates
- to.-the synod convention. They shall be members who
co:ntr—ib»ﬁte.«'atff!_'e.ast Rs. 5 per month or Rs. 60 Peryear to the
S.D.N. fund of the church in addition to g minimum of

Rs. 6 per year offering of. record to their parish. The

. ‘Membership ef 80y cuch person already sppoir ted to the

-~ committes "ahal‘l"ﬁé-utomaticélly ‘cease if the annual contyj.
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bution is not'gi.van ragularly within: the calendar year or
such other time specified by the Executive Council.

c. Decisions of standing committees shall requite & majority
vote of the members present and voting.

d. The chairman of each standing committee. shail keep a
correct and "permanent record of all the committee pro-
ceedings, together with relevant information which record
and information shall be passed on to his-guccessor.

8. A standing committee may appoint temporary -sub- com-
mittees if necessary, the members of which need not be
members of the standing committee.

f. All standing committees shall submit their reports for
approval to the executive committee or a convention of
the synod.

Sec. 2, Committee on pastors

a. Composition

-—

The committee on pasters shall be c"'um'p:ased of the
following :

President of the synod as chairman [of the -committee
Twa Indian ministers,

Threo lay poersons, one of whom shall bea woman.
One missmnary _ - o

~b. Duties

1. To récémm‘end " to the exéeutive‘ bommﬂt’fe of the
synod the assignment of pastors to’ panshes of- the synod
in order to provide that ; :

(a) a pastor shall ord_,inarily serve one parish for a
term of five years and shall then be.. transferred.
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& pastor shall not be transferred away from a
parish within three years of his assignment to that
parish except with the approval of this committee,
of the executive committee of the synod, and of
the Exeoutive Councll of the Andhra Evangelical

| Lutheran Chuich. ' A pastor may be given one

(c)

year's extension only, after a five-year term
upon ‘recommendation of the P.C.C. and Pestors’
committee and the synod executive committee,
The action shall be reported to the Executive
€ouncii. In the case of “A’" class parishes. the
administrative body may give one year extension

only, to their pastor after a term of five years and
report the Executive Council,

transfer of pastors shail be made before June, and
shall normally become effective on June |.

2. To recommend to the ‘executive committee of the

- synod the place of appointment of lay persons
licensed to administer the sacraments.

3. ~ To report to the executive committee of the synod .
when any pastor.in active service, has completed four-
teen consecutive years on the clergy roll of the synod.
With the following. exceptions, the Executive Council
or concerned board shall transfer the pastor to ano-

- . ther synod at the time. of pastors’ transfers nearest the
date of his completion of fifteen consecutive years
on the clergy ro!l of the synod :

(a) -A p,astOr may c'ompletrrhls five-year term Ina

: (rb)'A

parish even though he cempletes fifteen years of
‘service in that synod during that term, -

A pastor msy complste a five year term.in special
work undera board of the Andhra Evangelical
. Lutheran Church ~ even fhough he completes

fifteen years of sérvice within the area of that .

- . synod during that-term.
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(c) A pastor may complete a term in full-time elected

()

of appointed office even though he completes
fifteen years of service within ‘the area of that
synod during that term.

A pastor who, because of training or special
ability, is called or assigned-to a special ministry
of the church, such as one of the foilowing.
shall be exempted from synod to synod transfer
gs long as he is in that ministry :

theological schools
literature secretary
inner mission parish

© inter-church appointments

A pastor in active service shall not return to
service in a synod until at lesst five years have

elapsed since he was transferred out of that
synod. '

4. To make recommendation to the executive committee
of the synod concerning any other transfers ' of .pastors
from the synod to any other synod of the Andhra
Evangélical Lutheran Church. |

8. To report annually to the executive commmittee of the
synod the number of vacant -parishes in. the synod
~ (without ordained or licensed persons in chaige).

Sec. 3. Committee on evangelism and stewardship

- Composition

The committee shall be composed of seven members as
foltows - ' : o

President of the gynod

(Y

Two Indian ministers including the synod avangelistic

pastor, who shall be chairman on the commiittee

-
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‘Two Indian leymen

One person in charge of Bible women’s work
One missionary

b. Duties

1. To cooperate with the Board of Eva:ngelism and
Missions in carrying out its progiamme within the
area of the synod.

2. To seek means of developing the work of establish-
ment and extension of congregations by direct evan-
gelistic efforts within the atea of the synod. This may
include the use of parish evangslistic bands, inter-
parish bands the training of lyrical evangslistic, etc:

3. To seek to promote a fruitful stewardship in the life
of the church within the area of the synod.

sec. 4. Committee on bulldings
a. Compbsit,ion
Two indian ministers
Four lay persons
Olne .missionary 4
B {Any other persons may be <called as temporary consul-
"~ tants to the oommlttee) -

.b.  Duties

1 Toreceive from the parish church _councils reports of
and requests for  building ‘construction and repairs, in
accordance with the following policy and  to report or
make ‘recommendattan ceoncerning them to t»*he axecutive
'commrttea of the synod

-(a) An expendnture of less than Rs. 100 need not be
reported. '
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(b) An expenditure of Rs. 100 to Rs. 300 shall be
reported for record only.

(c) An expenditure exceeding Rs. 300 shall require
the recommendation of this committee and the
sanction of the executive committee of the synod.

(d) Any expenditure of mdney of the synod or of the
‘Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church shall be
accounted for in detail.

To scrutinize building plans and estimates of anticl-
pated work in excess of Rs. 300, to make recommen-
dations concerning them to the executive committee
and to make arrangement for .#uch as are estimated to
cost Rs. 1000 or more to be done under the supervi-
sion of the Superintendent of Property and Construc.
tion, . In the case of construction of pastors’ and workers
houses and churches, the Commitiee on ‘Property and
Construction. when it deems wise, upon recommen-
dation by the concerned pastor and synod president.
may entrust the work which shall conform to the speci-
fications on a contract basis to the local congregation,
and which shall -operate under the supervision of the
building department.

To exercise such oversight of synod 'building projects
as may be required by the policies and enactments of
the synod and of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
Church. -

To make recommendation to the executive committee

~of the -synod- concerning the distribution ‘of monef'

- .. for the repair of houses of worship, . workers’ "houses,

pastors’ . houses and - other uhdesignated - ‘building

'-;'moaew/- belonging tothe synod, exercisirig care that

policies and enactments of the sy'n'od'\far‘)'d - of the
Andhra Evangalical Lutheran Church shall not be
inftinged, | : :
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Sec. 5. Committee on nomlinations and credentials

- a. Composition

The Committee on Nominations and Credentials shall bs
composed of eight persons. The Executive committee of
the synod shall appoint each year two members for a term
of four years each. There shall be-at least one represen-
- tative from each field, among whom there shall be ‘four |
ordained men and four lay persons, - The Chairman shall
be designated by the executive committes.

b. ‘Duties

1. To receive from the president of the aynod prior to

. each convention of synod a certified roll of the
‘ delegates to the convention and to verify this roll to
see that all newly elected delegates are certified by

the pastor, in the form prescribed in synod ‘By-laws

Art ll, Sec. 3. b. 5, as having been duly ‘elected . by

'the parish church council in accordance with the
schedute of rotation of terms determined by the
executive committeé of the synod, and to see that

said delegates are eligible to serve. The president

' 'd'_ffthe"’sy.,nod shall also certify to the committee all
“Information concerning election appeais, -if any.

The commities shall also verify that among those

who are continuing as delegates from a previous
convention no vacancies havé occurred through

“death, resignation, loss of qual'if.ica.jt_ion, ‘expiry of

" term ot &ny other cause.
‘On each contested, ineligible or deubtful case this
committee shall make its recommsridation with

_ constitutional feasons regarding the validity of the

~ election or the aligibility of the individual.

Thi;,_gommi',tte_e, a‘loh‘g-.; with the executive committee

“ ~of the synod, sitting in Joint session shall, be the
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body for making final decision concerning the rol! of
delegates to the synod convention. (For procedure
relating to that joint body, see Synod by-laws Art. II,
Sec. 3. b. 6. (k).

To chegk against the roll of delagates the credentials
of delegates as they are presented in person at the

- time of the convention and to issue an official badge

bearing the name of the delegate.

To receive all excuses for absence from any conven-
tion of the synod and to make recommendation
concerning then to the synod convention. '

To téke a roll by signatures soon after the seating of
all delegates at each convention of the syned.

To make nomination of two suitable persons for each
elective position, if avaiiable, or uniess otherwise
provided in the constitution and by-laws of the synod
or of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church. A
panel representing a certain constituency shall
contain names from that constituency only. Names
of eligible persons may also be added from the floor

‘'of the convention unless otherwise prohibited in

the constitution and by-laws of the synod or of the

. Andhra Eva'nqellcal .Lutheran Church but such

‘names shall be from the same- constituency as the
original nominees and shail be referred to the synod’-
Committee-on Nominations and- Credent:als for scru-
finy and report. The committee shall ‘have no right
to exclude any nominated name in mgkmg its report,
but shail only report on the aligibility of the nominee
to serve, After this report no further nominations -

“may he.made.

To arrange for the counting of the ballots and to
report to the convent;on ihe results of each ballot.

To follow the provisions of the Andhra Evangel:cal |
Lutheran Church By-Laws Art. Vin all synod elec-
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- tions unless otherwise provided in"the constitution
and by-laws of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
Chyrcn or of the synods,

Sec. 86, ‘C‘ommittee on Christian Home Movement
8. Composition

This Committee shall be composed of five persons ag
fallows : :

On_e Indian - Minister
One laymary
One Bible woman N
s Two personsg in charge of Biple women’s work,
_(Any'othpr Lersons may be called as cosultants)

B. Duties. .

1. To arrange for and supervise the work of the Christian
Home movement in the synod.

2. Toplan for and have general oversight of the wark of

the Secretary and of the Christian Home movement in
the synod. | - :

'3, .To recommend, the annuaf budget to the Board of Chris.
tlan Education and Literature,

4. To make annual 're'ptajfts:.to ihs Synod on the Christian
Home movement in the synod. R \

Sec. 7. Committea on C'hrisrian_ Eduqatio‘n
a. Composition

- Xhis cgmmimae shall be composed of five persons as
follows ; '
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Two Indian ministers

Two lay persons, one of whom shall have congrega-
tional responsnbll:ty :

One missionary
(Any other persons may be called as consultants)

bn Dutios C

1. To co-operate with the department of Christian
Education'in developing and promoting the use of a
total programme of parish education-which is degi-
gned to meet the needs ot Sunday schools and other
‘agencies of parish education in the synod and
which in¢ludes all educational material required for
this purpose, for the trailning of leaders and teachers
and for use in the home, : -

2. To sponsor institutes, special classes and retreats in
the field of Christian education. -

ARTICLE VIli. APPEALS
_Séc. 1. Order of.AppeaIs

. The order for appeals in the work of this body shall be from .
the decision of a fower body to the next higher body

Sec. 2. In alf cases of appeals a. petmon statmg clearly the
ground of the appeal and accompamed by a copy of the decision
against which the appeal is made shall be filed within one month

of the time the decslon is commumcated to the party or body
concarned ' .

Appeals shall be.made as follows :

One copy of the appeal shall-be sent directly to- the hlgher
body to whom the appeal shall be made and one.copy to the
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: bedYﬂQBlnsttwbqs‘e action the  appeal is being made. The
Pr.estdem or.chairman of the boply appealed to. shall call for
8F thempcessary_ r&co:dsirom the lqwer bady. The president or
~chalmmen;of.the.body.anpealed. to ahall call for the necﬂ,ﬁkafv
g «rchtdsirom the lower body. The: p,res|dent or the chairman.
oftthe body;sppealed.against shall within fiftesn days" draw
upa statement on the bodys action dnd. foaward it to"‘the
higher body along w:th the records.

Sec. 3.In cases of appeals against actions of ‘a con-
sigregational.panchayat;. ttheyshalh -be .referrad sto..the cercerned
wiparish chuichicounciliind in.cases of @pgealsggalnstJhﬂ actions

of tFIé pansh church council. they- ghall.-be.referred to the synod
executlve commlttee whose dec:lsmn shall be final.

Sec. 4., In cases of appeals against actlons of boards or
synods such appeals stiaftibe teferredito the €Executive Countil of
the A. E. L. Church, wh.os,eﬂdecision shall be final.

~@ecnb.Anpases: .of. ma,npeexls .against’ tte actions of the
Executive Council, the action. appealed ‘against shall’ be reconsi-
dered by the Executive Council at its next meeting provided such
- an action is implemented ahd the appeal:is preferred- within- one

month from the date of corrmumcatmg the aciion. to the party or
body concerned.

After reconsideration . of the actlon appea!ed against, the
decision. of the Executive: Gauncﬂfshﬁil be'ifinal: untess ione-third
or more.of the members of the Executive -Council file an adverse
minotity report In such cases ‘the mattei' shall go to ‘tne
'Commlssmh of Adjud:catlon, whose dﬁmsmn shal] be final., .

See. 6. Any person who resorts to ‘courts - or* - appeiéls to -
external authorlttes rather than makmg ases-of ' thepravisian for
,appeal in the”A. E. L. Church and any person. whq_ .does not abide
‘by the. decislons of the Fisld Church. Counéil, -Eymod: executive

_ committee, the: Executlve Couricil:of.. the . A..E

J;,,‘ Church.. pr of
the Commission: of Adjudication. where their dedisions are. finay

srgthe ;;saﬁef I‘E@%barqshau ip.sot facto, ionhwnh be removed from

~any.- electrve e appctntwe rrentershup in :the. A“E L.tGhulch
20
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lose his eligibility for any" slective or appointive membefship in
the A. E. L, Church and ‘be debarred from all’ votirig rights. Such
a person: may be: restored to all voting rlghts and- -éligibility for
holdlng elective or apporntwe posrtron or" membershtp in ‘the
A: €. L. Church only after one year from the “date of the final
. disposal of’ the matter by the courts or extemal authorltres

ARTICLE IX. ORDER OF BUSINESS

*The order of business. shall ordindrily be as follows but mmav
be changed on motion without notce when. supported by’ a twe-
thirds’ vote of those present ’ .

,The opening of synod
The roll call and seating of delegates '

Correction and approval of minutes

A

Elections (may be mtersperssd with subsequent items as-
necessary) -

5.. Reports-of commlttees .

) (a) Starding committees -
'_ (b) Specral ‘committees:

.'»;5=Report of the*Mlnrsterlum (lf any)..
-Specral programmes if env) '

. Deferred bﬁsrness
New busrn,ess

o co‘:.r: dif.ﬁ,

"-‘,1-0'. 'Memonal Serwses S e R
2 . 70 . Lo ) . . A"" : o
11. Ad;orlrrnmsnt i __‘- T '
12 ~The closrng of synod o

At somie time I the programrne there shall ba e sewree ef
Holv Gommumon. . . . s

7 ‘.. . - b '.h;
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ARTICLE X, RULES OF ‘ORDER
Sec. 1;  Debate and. decorum ‘
. K ' B
Every delegate shall have the right to Speak once on all
- questions. After all those desiring to do so have spoken
once he shall have the right to speak again.

b. Every delegate shall obtain the recognmon of the chair
before speaklng

c. The mover of any proposition shall have the right to be
the last speker in the debate on the motion made by him.

d,” Every delegate shall refrain from the use of. parsonaliti'es
., and shall confme himself strictly to the questlon before
house, ' -

Sec. 2, Voting

‘Every de[egate shall have the right to vote on all ques-
t:ons except those which are related to or affect himself.
“When -ariy -matter which is related to-or affects himself
is .under debate, he shali not be present in the

session. | i

Sec. 3.: Mot:ans and resolutions;

a‘. Every. dalegate shali have the right to make a motion
- oroffera resolution. ' If the motion or resolution applies
“to the work of -any standmg or gpecial committee, it shall

ordlnarlly be referred to that commlttee for considoratlon
and reeommendatxon.- o . S

2

b, 'Every_motlon or resolutlon shall be presentad to the recor-
ding sectétary‘m wntmg if re qulred

‘G, Every motian or resolutlon shall requtre “for passmg 8

. majotity. voto of the delegatas present unless otherwise
indicated. .
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Sec. 4. Rules o F il

All pariamentary rules and practlces .not covared by the
constilution and py-laws of “the’ Andhra’ Eﬁangelic‘a*i“‘

- Lutheran Chusgh.or.of thase sympds mall be dptermined -
by Boberts Rulas 'of Order.. g :

ARTICLE XI. FIELD-S IN THE SYNODS

‘Séc. 1. East Godavarl synods

a.v 'R'a’jaatvmundws-ﬁéwaf,
. S't:‘ Paulss .
- Chtist GHureh::
Gloria Dei

‘ Epiphany
b. Korukonda Field
Munukodali . wost:.Gonaquem -
Gokavarams Purushiothapatnem
Gadale: Thewedas.. - _
- Kotikesavaram _Dosakﬁyé'lﬁﬁa'ﬂ-?“’" ,
Seetanagaram o

€. Dowlalshwaram Fueld S

Dawlalswaraﬂt" o )

Holy Trinity.;

Stuidohnfs. .
St. Peter's v =

‘ Mw:amandam o

o e
| Yedthg )

. d Delta quld

Ath{eyapw’am
Amalapuram
S&Iﬂﬁiﬁ’m’tiﬂ&llﬁ

CKothapdty <

-
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- . Agency Fie’.ld

Yelaswargm

Ramgachodavaram |

, Jaddangl

\

Kg.;n_qpall_! :

f. Peddapuram Field

Rangampet
Samalkot _
Katravuifapalli

Rangapuram

Paliakadiatny

9. 'Parvg)tipura‘m Field

Parvatipuram
Salur

Vizisgagaram

. H. Vlsakhapatﬂm“ﬁeld

Y~
.Soc. 2. Wesr G" thé%r’f Synod

~Trmlty
.Zion
‘Good Shepherd

Shellanagar

a. wN%iBBPW@MU Ic

-

LA
-y

Jagggmggta?

‘Addathigala.

East Lakshmipuram
Nagulakonda

Peddapuram..
Kakinada
Pithapuram~
Gdigolupadir
Murari -

K_urup_am
Pedabogili |
Makkuva: .

- Emmanuel

(M.V.P. colony)
“Anrakapalif’

Palakpl
Ma ruteru

Pedagaruvi
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b. Bhimavaram Fisld

Bhimavaram o Véé‘iéyéégfﬁ_r"h
_Yendagandt - Zadcaraf
Yenamadurru : .Sruﬁ'ga'\"f‘r"ﬂksham /
Undi - . ~ Chinanifém .
Vissakoderu ‘ <

¢. Tanuku Field -
Kakaraparru - . Kasipady.
Nidadavole : Madhavaram.
Penumantra : Tadepalligudem -
Unikili Velpur. -
Eluru-St. Stephen '

- St. Paul

d. Vegeswa;ap&ram Field
Vegeswarapuram Devarapalli -
Ggpalapuram Koyvur R
Koyyatagudem Polavaram

Sec.3. FEast GUntur.;,,Syhod

a. Bapatla Field
Bodlpalam |  Munipalls’
Kommur - | Parchur
Palaparru . - 'St.;Luke’s;Chirala
Ponnur - St, John's, Chlrala
St. Marks Chirala Swama '_

' Chmalingayapalem DS Narasayapalem

Daggubadu , Madras

Hyderpet
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b. Repalie Field
’ Repalle-
Arumbaka
' Khappalem
Panumud:
Tsodayapalem

c. Toriall-Field
: _Tonall

An;antauaram

. ‘Duggirala
Kodiparru
Mandur
Tsundur
Ithanagaram

Sec. 4. G'entr'al Guatur Synod
a. Guritur Urban Field
St. Matthew's East
St. Matthew’s Nerth
b. Guntur Field
4o StPeter's,
' -':f--'"{Mangalagln |
""j“ﬁ'&wiiudl |
7 ‘Narakodur
N"*'Ilapadu

S t*té;r ﬁallle Flald |
‘Sat ehapalle o
Pedaku rﬁqad uo, L
Dharamkota .
Anupaiem“ "

Kmsu\r’

Vijayawada

Addepalle
Dhulipudi
Kuchinapudi

. Pittdlavaripatem

Uppudi

Attota
Davulur
[ntur
Kuchipudi
Pidaparru

Varahapuram

St. Matthew's West
Trinity,

Tadepalli ‘
Pedakakanl

, 'Nldumukk_aia
“Gottipadu
Hyderabad - ,

- :7,_"_«Medlkondur .
.- Lankelakurapadu
' Pahidem
" 'Bodandm-
. Dodlery
- Atchempet e
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Sec.5. West Guntur Sybad

a.

b.

¢,

Narasaraopet - Vinukonda Fleld

:Narasaraopet
Rorgpicherla
Chilakaluripet
Tirmimapuram
Ipur '
Gopalavaripalem

** Thubad,
K—aru_manchi
Kutichedu

Painad Field.

. -iRiduguralla

" Dachepalle
Rentachintala
Durgi

Veld urthi

- Mandadi
Tangeda
Wallavole

Tarlupadu Fleld
Kanigiri
‘Usulapalll 3
Ghmnamandagundam

- =.Kandulapuram
wRengapuram
Tarlupadu
Sunkesula
Yerragondapalem
-Kdndrika.
(Hubli- Diaspora)

(Bhadrawau-oiaspaka)

Bupenacuntla
Komatfnenivanpalem
Velur -

°‘*Pdhu (Cla
Murpgypudi
Gorizavole
Vintfkdnda

ifTatluru

~Remidstherla

Gurzala :
Oppicherla
' “Madhitta .
Tummerucodu
» Koppunury:
Madugula
Kunapalle

e

*“‘Tur‘ukaﬁa!le o,

" alyyaladedipalle
s :Kendayapalem

. ﬂKﬁlBeﬂumm
- Markapuram
.Dornal '
Mellampeta -
Jl'npu;;ap&akam
SrLsallb

pee L
l‘?.- [ S

NOTE: NamastParishes in the respeeﬂwmfFlalds under: thisﬂr

A[t& vX!
from the related records.

~Fields.in the Synods are.

ibject. to verificetion -

R .
- ‘,,’_‘”‘iif"-' Wil
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ARTiCLE Xl FIELD CHURCH COUNCIL
, ch 1. There shall be fle]d Church Councﬁs in-each Synod
" for the coordinanon of. dlscupline and blannina ﬁnﬂ work or
vangellsm and stewardshlp

‘2'.h Flelds of the Synods shall bo as |a|d down in Art Xi. By-
Laws for Sy_nods

3. The Executive Council shall Vapproﬁe placmg of new
parishes in fields upon the recommandation of the Synoed Execu-
tive. ‘ »

A

Sec. 4. Composition : ' | |

a) All Pastors in the field b) Synod President and Evange-
: listic Pastor

¢) The number of lay man and workers on each field Church
Council and thé method of selection: be determingd by
the Synod Executive Committee. - Every-Parish ahall have
at least one lay representative  (Lay representatives to be
.elected for.a perlod of four years) | . ' .

- d) . The (.hauman to be elected by the members from among
' the pastors of the field,

Sac. 5 Dutles'

Thie Field Church Council should mest at least once in threa
months for the foiiowmg purposes : :

a) Planning. and workmg and for Stewardshlp and Evange-
Ilsm ‘ S

b) "E'lders' retreats, classes, Mahasabhas.

c) Conductlng campaigns at fleld level. for speclal prolacta
"= of the fleld :
21
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d) Considering and disposing of appeals from P. C. C. con-
cerning discipline. Art VIH. Sec. 3. of A, E. L. Church
By-Laws under discipline. Final action shall be reported
'to the Synod Executive Commlttee '

e) All meetings of P C. C .to be on Self Support basis with
no‘ liability to the Synod.

1) Quorum shall be more ;han : hal‘f.'

. Q) Notice of one week shall be given for all meetings.




CONSTITUTION FOR-PARISHES

OF THE
Andlira Evangelical Lutheran Church

~ | -3

Art. 1. Area and Ob]ectk

Sec. 1 This Constitution shatl be bmdmg upon each Pansh of
the Aridhra Evangelical Lutheran ChurCh

Sec. 2. The‘ereaj in which. a parish shall cariy on' its activities
~ shall be determined by the Executive Councii of the A. E. L.
Church upon recommendation by the Synod.

Sec 3. The objects of a Parish shall be :

a) To develop the Christian life of the members of the con-
gregation’ by worship, the faithful preaching of the
-word of God. the use of sacraments.- atechetlcal lnstruc-
tion. Sunday Schoois. Luther Leagues, and other means
approved by - the: pastor and the church council,

'|b) To show forth, through Iovmg service, the life of Chnst'
dwelling in His Church_ :

| c) To preach the Gospol to.men of other faiths within |ts
area and seek to. bring them into a - livmg re[atlonshlp-
with Christ through baptlsm

d) "o further the cause of the Kingdom of God in the world,

'Art. Il. Confession of Falth

- Sec. 1. Each Parlsh of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
confesses Jesus Christ'as Saviour of the: world and as Lord of the
church The. Holy Spirit creates and’ sustains the. Church through
the Gospel, /arid thereby unites believers wrth their Lord and wath
ong anothér-on the. fallowship of faith. '
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| Sec. 2. Each parISB of the Amdhra-Evangelical Lutheran Church
holds that the Gospel is the revelation.of God's Soverelgn will and
saving grace in - Jesus Chrrst. In Himethe Word . l;mcarnate. God

imparts Himself to' men.

- ' B
Sec. 3. Each pafish‘ of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
acknowledges the Holy Scriptures as the standard and modsl for
the faith and life of the Church, The Holy Scrlptures are the only
infallible, divinely inspired record of God’s redemptive act in Chirist,
for'which the Old Testament prepared: the way and whtch the New

Tesﬁamem meclaims

Sec' 4, Each parish of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran C'hurc-:lh
accepts the Apostles, the Nicene and the Athaqasuan Croeds as
important statements of the Church '

-

Sec. B. 'Each pansh of the Andhra Evangelicat Lutheran Church
#ccepts the Um%ﬂtered Augsburg ‘Confassion and Luther's Small
Catechism as trus witriédes to the Gospel and' ackmw[edgas its
unity in Hfth with all chiurches tiat accept the teechrrrgs of ‘these
confessions, .

Sec, 6. Each parish of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
accepts the Apology of the Augsburg ‘Confession, the Schmalkald
Asticles,. Luther’s Latge Catechism ‘@nd the Formula. of Concord as
further uabd interpretations of the'’ Church s faith,

Art l-.ll*..ﬁét!atiomh[ps-f

Sec 1, The parish, - tog&ther with its pastor; is and shall remasn :
a member ~of the Andhra ‘Evangelical ‘Lutheran Church, and
-of tho Synod demgnated by the Andh;a Evangellcql Latheran‘

-Sﬁﬁ 2 'I‘he membérshup {n tha Aﬁdhra Evangon‘cal Lutﬁdrahf‘[,
chmcﬁ {nciudes ‘the ° righf to ”ﬁave a pﬂator ass?gne,d tﬁ/ thie

parish. - | o . |
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Sec. 3. This membership also includes the right of the Andhra
Evangetical Lutheran Church.and of the concerned synod, through
their regulatly constituted executive officers and deliberative
bodies, 1o exercise aversight and control over this parish for the
interest of the Church at large. and of the parish in particular,

Sec..4. The president .of the concerned synod, or his appointed

representative, ghall receive prior notice of, and shall have the

right to bé presentiat alk mestings of the parish-church counoiks:
 during & pastaral yasancy. ~

" Sec. 6. In case of stiife or.division. if any part of a parish or
congregatioh -refects the faith set forth in Article 1t, or refuses to
ghitle by s obligations as-a member of the Andhra Evangetical
ti.ﬂ't"hé'ra'ri Chureh,. that part 6f parish or congregation, whether a
fiidjority or & minority of its membership, which continues in unity
‘with the Andhra .Evangelical Lutheran: Church and its faith shafl
be recognized as the lawful parish or congregation and shall
cétitinue -in, pogsession of all the property of the parish  or
odtigisgation. - - . B S

Sec. 6. If a parish or cangregatign disbands, ceases ar fails.to

maintain.rsligiots worship or services according 1o the tenets and
usagas: of tha Lutheran Chu rch.- departs, - from memberhip “in_the

..

Ahdhta Evangelical Lutheran .Church without the consent of the’

Andhra Evangglical Lutheran Chuteh, or so decreases in numbers

or financial strangth. &5 fo render it impracticable for the parish or
the copgregation ta fulfil the purposes for which it was organized

or to- pxpmctltsassels from waste and deterioration, the Andhra

ical Lutheran “Churgh_ shall have the right to take charge
f.all property of. the parish or the congregation and

oid ‘and manage the same at the gdiscretion of the .

[ ' Art. V. Membership -

Thexmemberlship 5"_'6f'} apansh shall cohs_iét of its pastor "and
+ other haptizad parsons. whose. qualifications _rights and dutigs are
¢ St foithria the by-laws.  With tegard to their faith and life, ‘they
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shall be subject to the discipline of the Andhra Evangehcal
Lutheran Church in accordance with’ the.by-laws bf parishes. -of
ts sy nods and of the Andhra Evarigelical Lutheran Church,. '

~

Art. V. Minlisters

Sec. 1.-- Each perish shall be served by a pastor aﬁd unordained
workers, if needed, in accordance with the constltution and. by-
laws of this Church, of synods and of Parishes.

Sec. 2. The pastor of each parish shall be a person whose sound- ~
ness in the faith and other qualifications have been examined and
-approved by the Andhra Evangehcal Lutheran Chufch, who has
been properly. ordained and whose lifs and conduct are,above
reproach.

Sec. 3 The pastor of each parish shall be appointed to that parlsh
by the concerned synod in accordande with the synod $ procedure B
~ for appointment of pastors, ordinarily for a- term of five years. The
pastor of a parish shail not be transferred away from a parlsh with-
In three years of his- assugnment fo: that pansh except with the
approval of  the- executwe committés of the synod and " of the '

Executive Council of the Andhra Evangbllcal Luthuran Church

Sec. 4. The pastor of .a parish shall- cease' to be its; pasmr if he
enters the ministry or joins  a congregation of & church of a
different confession, if he demits the ministry, if he leaves the work '
of the ministry and engages in secular pursmts if he. is_ removed.
“from the office of the ministry of the A.E.L. Church in accordance.
with its pfOVISIOﬂS for. discipline, " if he is transferred from the .
synod, or if he teaches:the age of retlrement while” servmg that
parish. _

Art. VI. Parish Church . Ca'uncll

{

The votmg members of a parish shall elect in accordance w:fh ,
the by —laws. for parishes and of the. Andhra Evangalical Luthsran
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church, a church council to assist the pastor in planning and guid-
ing the work of the parish, and to parform such other duties as are
defined in the by — laws of parishes, of synods and of the Andhra
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

‘--Art.x vii. Coqgregational Panchayar

. , ‘ ; - .
- In case the parish includes more ‘than one congregation, the

voting members of each congregation may elect a local panchayat

of five members to assist the pastor in planning and guiding the

work of ths local congregation and to perform such other duties as
are defined in the by — laws.

Art VY 1. Support

- Members of a patish shall be responsible for'the support of the -
work of that ‘pa,'r-ish,_,th_e work of the synod, the work of the A E.L.
Churah, ano other Christian causes which have been . appraved by
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church. This support shall be by
free - will otferings of its'members and from other souices as laid
down jh the by - Taws of synod and parish, - '

. Art. IX. Auxiliary Societies

‘Ih-f’e‘a_dl’rb"a_j'rié’hﬂ".théré,, may b2 Luther Leagues, Stresla Sama-
jams and other organizations as approved by the Andhra Evange-
lical Lutheran Church, | '

T A x, Prdpéityf-

roperty in’each parish or congregation

feoul .

‘the A.E.L. Church,

Sec: T Tho'tifls to all p
shajl'be vésted

Bec.. 2. ;i'{he';;:{alpsl",‘iﬁ‘llafy respohsibility for the maintenancs of this
~ property-shali vest-in the parish, =~ . .. SRERS

N FT L Fragiiy o
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church, a dhurch._cbuncil to assist the pastor in planning and guid-

ing the work of the parish, and to parform such other duties as are

define d in the by - laws of parishes, of synods and of the Andhra _
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

‘--Art.‘ Vil Congregational Panchayat

- In case the parish includes mare "than oné congregation, the
voting members of each congregation may elect a local panchayat
of five members to assist the pastor in_planning and guiding the
work of the I'ocalfcongregation and to perform such other duties as
dre defined in the by - laws.

Art. VI, Support

- Members of a patish shall be responsible for'the support of the -
work _pf‘thdt,‘par-ish,_;the wark of the synod, the work of. the AE.L,
Church, ano othet Christian causes which have been . appraved by
the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church. This support shall be by
free - will otferings of its ' members and from other souices as laid
down in the by - Taws of synod and parish, o :

. - Art. IX. Auxitisry Socisties

'!h-f‘o"a_éﬁ"f;’:ﬁ'ri}é"h'-&-:tha‘r'é _may ba Lither Leagues, Stresla Sdma-
jams and other organizations'as approved by the ‘Andhra Evange- -
lical Lutheran Church, |

T T A X Propsry

3901T';let'ﬂetoﬂ"Pf‘JPe"Y in‘each parish or congregation
shallbevestedlhtheAELChurch o ' - :

Bec.. 2. Thepnmary respohsibility for the ‘malzi_ritanahcé;of this

Pprogarty ‘shall vest-in the. parish, .

B EE R R Y TSR
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- patish church council the imposition of the latter two. In the case
of an offence'by a person assigned by the Executive Council to
administrative charge of wotk, appeal. may be magde from the
'declsion of the congregational panchayat to the parish church
council, and from that of the parish church eouncii to» the
Executive Committee. of the synod whose decision shall be tinal
and binding.

Sec. 5. In the case of an offence liable to dlscipllne hav-
ing been-committed by a person who has been' assigned to
admmns;ratlve charge of work by the Executive Councll, the
procedure laid down ‘above shall be followed, but ‘appeal may
be made from the decision of the congregational- panchayet, to
the parish church council; and from that of the parish church’
coungil to the executwa committee of the synod whese decision
shall be rewewed by the Executive Council, which shall take
suitable action. Cases of disciplinary action agalnst persons assig-
- ned to administrative charge by the Executive Council shall be
reported immediately by the .pastot of the parish. to-the. President -
of the Church. Even though ‘the matter is: not:teported bvthe
pastor, the- president to the Church shall take congnizance .of it
and report it both to the pastor and to the Executwe Counci].

. Article XII. Amﬁndmen?-t; |

Amendmants to this constttutlon shail be made by.the. Execu-
tive Gouncil of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church in .acgor-
dance with the provisions for amendments of the A, E L, Chu,{ch
Constitution. - Such amendments may” be proposed by apayish
church’ ‘council, orby the execitive committee of a' synod, or
by-the “Exedlitive Council. The president to the Chutch shall
report- such . ‘proposed _amendment to the’ Executwe Councll
throughi its Committee on Synods.,

~
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The -Andh’ra' E’véhgeﬁ_cal Lutheran Church
 ARTICLE 1. eoNGhE_GA'rIONs and MEMBERSHIP
Sec. 1. Congre_ga;ions:
Cp_r‘jg'regatipn,s anmallyi shall be recoénise'd on the hasils of-

the residence of haptized and communicant-membership and
shall meet regularly tagether for worship, including the.

_Lord’s Supper, witness, chtistian education and service,

For admiriistrative purposes. 'a congregation shall normally

- consit of at least 20 baptized members among whom thare

- shall be at'least 12 communicant membets maeeting re_gularl'v.‘

- in a place of worship.

Eagh ‘congregation: shall be éligible to elett or “choose ifs
own Fanchayant subjact to the rules for membership. '
Sec. 2. Baptfzed"Members T

The ‘b'aptized ‘membership  of A parish shall consist of all
baptized persons within s geographical area whose names

- are on the roll of a congregation of that parish. .

~ b) -All mémbers shall have their fameg entere.d'_ OR a qﬁa*gfrjeéaa-

~ tional roll in the place. where . they - reside,, except that a.

" ‘mémber who lives in a place ‘where thers is. no: -congregation

- of the Add}ir_éfEVﬁhgeliqal_,‘l.._u_t_h'é,ran Chusch. may’ retain His

mémbership in his own - cangrégation. provided. he .annuafly

.- “makes a contributien:of recard to the support:of. the parish of

Sec. 3. Communiecant or conflrmed members

- “which that’'congregation is a part,:

-Communicant or confirmed raemb;ers shall be baptized persons
~ who have been-duly received:inte c’:ommu_rii"c.&nt '-'marr? '

berghip-

~
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of the parish by conflrmation, certificate of - transfer from
another Lutheran congregation " er reaffirmation of faith,
Confirmation shall be administered, after proper instruction
v the Word ot God and in the-faith of the Lutheran Chureh.to
young people of the parish, to members who have been

- received by adult baptism, and to baptized member of

non-Lutheran Churches seeking membership in" this parigh.
Ad_mis’sion fo communicant membership' 6f a cdngregation
shall be by action of the Panchayat or council of the parish.

I Members in good standing are baptized memmbers, who in
each yearreceive Hoty Communion. are not under disciplindcy
action by any.ecclesiastical body of the' A. E. L. Church and

.~ make & contribution of record to the congregation. A cone

tribution of record shall be defined as an offering (i. e.,
monthly offerings, thank offering, festival offering) of at least
Rs. Bf-per year, which is entered in the -accounts of the

- congregration in the name of the donor.. Tha efferings- may
also be recorded in:the name of the family head, provided &
- totel:amount.6f Rs 5/~ for.each Bonfirmed- ‘mambar of ‘the
femily is recorded. i which- case-all -confrrmed members: of

that. family will be. considered. to be in good- standing

- provided other requirements- are fulfiiled. _

2. The good s'_ca_ndin:g,‘ rights and privileges of any member

“who actively supports the work of é'ri‘o_thergorga—rﬁzaﬁ'oﬁ . or group
. whose work and teaching is against the Jinterests of the A.E. L.

Church may be removed by action of the parish council gfter

counselfing and warning.

c) - Any confirmed member who, despite pastoral _carg and
counselling, has failed for a period of one yéar to recaive.
Holy Communion, to make any contribution of récord to

- the 'congregation, or has been .under disciplinary actian
--bvt;any---ecéie‘siaslfimt body-of the A, E:-L. Church shall be
classified by the church council-as not in: good' standing.

. Heshall beirestored by the chureh coungil to: the “rollof.

. confirmed: members. in'goed: standing: when he again
- raceives the Lopd’s Supper and: ful-fills the other: ebliga-

tions of & membarof his-con gregatiori.
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Sec. 4. Voting.Membeis :

-a) . All confumed members in good standlng of ‘a congrega-
tion who "have attained the age of-18 years. and who -
contribute . at least Rs. b offering of record per year “shall
be the voting . members of the congregation and parish as
laid. down ln Sec. 3 b. 1. : :

-

2. The parish church coungil shall annually p:epare a voters'”
list for each congregation.on the bssis of Sac. 2; Sec. 3-and Set. .
4 a. above, at least two months before the date of- ‘election of
. congregatmnal panchayat and- parish church coungcil-elections. The '
voter’s list for edch congregation shall be posted: in that oon’nr.e- -
gation, and-any objection, to the list shall ‘be.made.to “the parish
church council, The parish church touncil shall then réview its
decision within one month of the time. of -teceipt- of the objecti’on -
Any- appeals against this decision of the. parfsh church ‘council
concerning. any. member’s right to vote shall be made through
the' pastor-to'the executive: committée of the -synod:within:-twg
weeks-after the - review of-the case by the parish. t‘hurch council.
" The. decision. of / the synod execunve 1n the matter shéll be -
final, s : o

" b) Eligibility to ﬁ%ld.o‘ffiéejéléct’ivé -iﬁoétﬁ

X Conflrmed ‘menibers in good standing who si\ow thalr
concern and sense -of obligation  to supportto the 'work of 1be
A. E. L. Charch through the Suvartha™Dhédna Nidhi fund of the
Chqrc‘h shall be eligible to'. heid ofjma electlve or: appomted pos:-,
vtlﬁﬂ‘c‘@st"O‘WSa e e . B

ﬁ} M;embe:s who «h&ve attended 21 ?yea.r "fzéage andmho con-
tnbute :at _least Rs: 1z,per~ year. 1o “the. Suvartha Dhana
+ Nidhi »fund -of .the: Lhureh. in: addlt‘iﬂ.,‘-’to, i otﬁermg of
" .record. of. at; Ieast Rs, & per ye,ar to.the; paﬁsh shall< be wligi~ -
bla to. hold Q‘Iflge of fo ba’ ala@tad*‘to admin’is‘tratwa -and
dems:en majgmg bod&eséef‘ma\., cong;egatlon* pa’\fsn nIrd




~ BY-LAWS FOR THE PARISHES ART. | 173
five years. of age and
Rs. 60 per year to the
"Church in addition to .
@ minimum.of Rs, 5 per offering of '
shail.be eligible-to-s
Church conventlons, and 1o Serve on boards; commniittops
and administrative bodies of the Church.

) Any peson already electad ora
or slegtive Post or_as'a delegate shajs
Membership i his annual coptribution is n
in -lhe’éé!énq!qg'.i}e_a;' or suchother tinie a

. cutive Council. L ‘

ppointed to any position

automatically lose: his

ot given -reguldrly: with-

s specified by the Exe-

2. Contindous residence in ¢

- full year immiediately before the .
is.roquired,. ..

hat.cangregation for atleast one
Preparation of the electoraj “roll

- 3... Thoss; 4ccopting- these ‘responsibilities shotild sabide: by
' .tﬁ_g;;_;,_.ml'g-sa-;g&l‘idfés’,,’f.'-ega_étrnants_ and _digciplife ofsthe; L T o o8

~ Churoh; and: shbuld not. have been. under discipline: for- atjoyst
. B.years fﬁri'gra'ib-'*theil'ﬂl‘é.btion.ﬂ - -

4. ‘PerSons owing ent, offering " duyes, ar
other mon'e_'ys--to'th‘é“'.,dﬁﬁ'gr'e"'g'ati'oﬁ‘, patish, synod, A. E. L. Church-
or any. othar i’;;-;t'i.t;;i__t__i_qnz;qr,':o_::g,aﬁ:izan.o_n-of;t,h_e»A,_ E. L. Church are
ﬁo"f"’é;li‘g’IBlf’e}‘fgr;;-a;an'irftivg’ or elective posts of the Church.

loan"dues, or any

urch.and aay. person who Goes not abide by.the
Yﬁiiﬂff%xfe'cﬁ'ti'\? committeo, ths Execitive Coun-
L. Churfcn o of the 'Cy mislon '8f Adjudication

05, are, final; .as the'case may be,. shall;ipso

ved- ffom.any  elective. or “appointive

rch; - lass: his eligibility. for any-
hip “in the. A. E, L, Chuich and
0

1SOR " may b
Idifig ‘eleative’
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or appointive position or membershlp in the A_E. L. Church gnly

after one year from the date of the. final, dlSpOSal of the mater
by the courts or external authorities.

Sec. b." Associate members

Any memberof any other Lutheran Chtrrch orany comnstituent
Church of the N.C.C. who is temporarily - refsi‘d’em within the
area of any congregation of this Chirch may be' admitted as °
an assqciate member on request and such assoclate membership
ghall- not carry withir it any nghts of - participation [n the
government. of synod and A. E. L. Church, ~ and sha!l not
interfere: with the regular membership of the tnd;vidua[ in h|s
own congregation.

Sec 6. [nter-denominatlonal Congregatlons :

in case of community (mter-denommatlonat) congregat‘phs
designated by the Executive Council, Christian members from
Gther than Lutheran -congregations who regutarly attend: the
'worshlp service and-fulfil the: conditions laid down for ¢ormun=
cant-and voting members under-Sec; 3 and:4 shail harve fu=ll ti”gshts
of membership and holdmg office up to. thé -pariste Ibveflien#w

Sec 7. Rrghts and privlfeges of members i

‘Each member of the congregahon of a pansh of this: Churcfl
shall have the folfowing rights unféss under disciplifie ;'

a) To call upan the-spiritual sewices: of the.pastor.or gaspel
: worker and other membets of the: congreg'atren e N

. b') to attend the- serwces of. worshlp and to partake @f Holy |
Communlon if - confltmed

Fa
P

c) ‘To partlclpate in the government of the Church in, .accor-
dance with the constitution, by-faws and” enactments or-'
- the Ghurch and- its: swbsud:ary bodles o -

d). - Te:be-buried in:the cemietery of: the cungxegatmmw:hem;
- he is:resident as per-rulés of. the. parlsh L ey

.
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~ ART. [I. CONGREGATIONAL PANCHAYAT

Sec. 1. “In parishes where there are a number of separate
congregations each congregation may have a congregational
panchayat consisting of the parish pastor and at least five
-and.not exceeding ten elected members. Not'more than one
of these shall be-an ‘employse of the parish.

'Sec. 2. The congregational panchayat shall be elected as each
| conhgregation may determine, in the case of urban parishes

. -panchayat elections will be conducted ward war. The term
. of membérs-shall ‘be four years.

Sec. 3, The qué!ificétidns for members of the panchayat shall be
- as laid down in Art, 1-Sec. 3 and 4 above.

Sec. 4. Anad hoc‘commit_-tee may be appointéd by the synod
: executive committee in consultation with the: parist pastor if
it is found that a Panchayat is not constituted according to:
by-laws and rules of the CHurch, after giving show-cauge .
notice.

Sac. 6. ° .f?'z‘é .dutie.&'-rof the. congregatiohél panchayat shall be :

a) To see that the services of God's House are held at the
proper times and conducted in accordance with the order

p _ -qf"'-”the_a';‘Chu'tch and that the ,Sacramerits ‘.ar‘e regularly and
| properly administered, ' -

© - b) To provide for and show ah interest in the: Christian
-+ edugation of the members of the parish, .
~©). To a8sist the pastor and the - cotigfegatiotial ‘workers in
- . the.performing.of the duties of their offices, particularly
- intheicare:of the sick and-the g edy, in ‘the cultivation
: .--,-.:gif_fb"‘a‘fhiQh'y;.-;hmdng;:thaA"mé?rﬂbiﬁfséf-b_f{‘the'm‘a_ﬁgffeg-a,t'!‘on' and
ini‘the: promotion-of its general ‘welfare.
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d)

f)

g)

h)

Sec: 6.
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to assist in exerclsmg dnscuplme in the congregatlon

To care for the property of the congregatlon, to assist in
keeping- buildings in tepair .and to 'see" that |ts secular
affairs are properly admlmstered '

To establlsh and run. Sunday Schools, Youth, Samaj and

Women Samaj and to be responsible for their proper
working.

To 'dg,v'ise ways and means for promoting. the ﬂngnclal
contributions of the members for the support of the Church
work not only in their own congregation byt.also- fpr the

Christian ministry in the parish and the A. E.L. Church as

a whole

To encourage and assist the congregatmn to :dentlfy
" itself and to actively participate without reservation in-all

the schemes designed for the general development of the

vitlage life in their areas. ., . :

a) For the congregatlonai panchayat more thah h&if of tha :
olected membars shall constltute a quorum‘ o :

- ’

-

Sac 1.

b) - Meetings - For al) the busmess meetings of a- congre-
gation or ward one-fourth ‘of the. ehglble v*oters sh&llf-:-:-z'
constltute a quorum, '

Art. lll Patrishes

Types of Parishes-Because of the vaned condatlons whlch
exist .in the parishes -of the’ A.E.L.C. and. :the different -

'~ degreas of spiritual life, ability for-self - gov.ernment"

and economic mequallties. there shall be throe classes
of parishes as follews :

CLASS A. Supporting Parishes with: saeclal nghts and pnws

leges -which heremaften shall be aalled A Class.

FETRT T SR A
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CLASS B. Parishes thatdo not receive subsidy but give some
contribution to the A. E. L. Churoh with limited
rights and priviteges. ‘ : o '

CLASS C. Other Parishes including those receiving subsidy from
' A, E. L. Church.

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall determine from time to-time
the classification of the parishes of the Church on the basis
of the conditions set forth below, and after the recommen-
dation of the synod Executive Committae which shall be
made after consultation” with P. C, C, B

Sec. 3. A Class Parishes :

- Such Parishes shall assume the following responsibilities :

1. To serve as a model to other patishes, in adminis't'réti'on.-
.conduct, and spiritual {ife. ' - )

2. To pay pastors salary in full, pastors medical bills accord-
ing to policy, P. F. Churetr Share contribution, to provide pastor
with housing or rent in ligy of housing, pastor's moving charge
for incoming pastors. e I

- 3. To.pay salaries and P. F. contribution of other workers
in the parish. : ' '

4. To pay expenses of defegates or tepresentatives to
A. E. L. C. Convention, Synodical and Youth meetings, -

5. To repair and maintain all buildings.

6. To contribute to the causes of the Church u-paln; request
such as Theological Education Endowment. Fund Youth Sunday,
N. MISO' Otﬁ-‘ ) . . ’ . ’ -

7. To;g'ive‘ 20%, of all offerings annually to the Suvartha
- Dhana Nidhi Fund, - ' S o -
23 ' . \
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Il. Privilages :

1. To send three lay dzlegates to the Synod Convention.

2. To form an Administrative Body as follows :

a) Compositlon :

“P, C.C. and L. C. C. members and persons in charge of work
in the Parish area.

- a)* Duties i) To select a pastor for the parish in accor-
dance with the provision of the By - Laws.

i) To hear the report of the Treasurer on the Genral
Financial condition of the parish to advise the Parish Church‘
Councll on any steps necessary in view thereof.

iu) To pass the annual budget prepared and approved by
the - Paiish Church Council. If the budget fails to meet with the
approval of the administrative Body. -the budget shall be referred
‘back to the Parish Church Council with recommendation -for
further consideration and final decision. The P. C. C. shall in ary
case continue to pay the salaries of the workers pending the final
sanction of the budget. The budget shall be submltted to the
Budget Committee of the Synod

3. To call their pastor by a 2/3rd majotity vote of the
Administrative Body from a list prepared by the Committee on
Synods consisting of ail pastors who are eligible for transfer
within-Andhra. Evangelical Lutheran Church who have had at {east
five years of Service. The Synod President‘may be asked to sit
with the Administrative Body as consul tant at the meetmg when
the Pastor is to'be called.

4. To elect their own Treasurer

6. To pay thelr pastor special allowances as per rules and:-
enactments of the Church

6. To call an addntlona! pastor
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7. To admynister their own affairs as long. as their actions
are in keeping with the constitution and by - laws.yf the A, E. L.
Church, Synod and Parishes,

8. To elect a layman as Parish Church Council Chairman if
they so desire. The Chairman need not be a member of the
Parish Church Council. In case a layman is elected as Chair-
man, the Paster shall bé an ex - officioc member of the Parish
Church Council. The term of ‘A’ Class P, C. C. Chairman be

two years and there shall be a brea‘lg of two years after two
consecutive terms.

‘9. To appointBible Vwomen and other Gosps! Workers of
thiey choice. o

Soclal privilege :

10. Paiishes giving 30%, of their offerings {including the
20% as A Class Parishes) to Suvartha Dhana Nidhi shall have
the privilege of sending a delegate to the A. E. L. Convention at
the expense of the Parish. o

General.rules regarding A and B. Class Parishes :

a) Parishes owing ‘money to'A. E. L. Church or other funding
agencies for previous loans, which do notrepay according
to approved schedule. or  which are withholding special -
-offerings shall cease to enjoy their status- as ~A Class or B
Class ‘until the obligations to the A.E, L. Church . are
fulfilled. ~ = -

b) Parish Account books shall be open to officers of the
Church aud Synod or Auditer at-all tiines.

¢) Yearly budgets shall be submitted, and half yearly
Financial Statements to be submitted. to the Treasurer,

A. E. L.’ Chuich.
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d)

f)

g)

h)

1)

i

k)
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Failure to propsrly maintain records or keep up A Class
‘responsibilities shall bs cause for not seating  Parish
delegates and removal of privileges. Defaulters shail . not
be eligible for special grants or projects, and prlvileges

All the Seif Supporting parishes shall open Bank . Aecounts
and or pestal savings accounts as authorized by Treasurer, -
A. E. L. Church in the joint names of the Treasurer and
the Pastor of:the Parish. .

No Pastor of-an A or B Class parish may be elected or
appointed as Treasurar of the Parlsh

All ‘A’ and ‘B’ Class Parishes shall elect the LLay Treasurers
before August 31 fer a term of two years, and report the
same to the concerned Synod Executive Committee and
Treasurer, A. E. L. Church before August 31 (LCM 239,
page 17).

All Treasurers shall begin to operate on the Joint: Accounts
as from September 1.

. Monthly financial ,statements and the Bank Statements -

shall be presenlad to the Pansh Church Council at the end
of each month

The Treasurer and Pastor are responsible for rémlttances
and withdrawals of money into or from the concerned Bank
or Post Office. '

The Treasurer and the Pastor shall submit the quarterly
financial statements duiy signed by both of them to the .
Treasurer, A. E. L. Church, to the JParish- Church Council
and Parish Administrative body, in the case of A Class
Parishes.

- B Class Parlshes ~ \

I. Re:,ponslbllitles

1. To give 109 of all offermgs to Suvarha Dhana Nidhi -
Fund. :
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To care for and maintain buildings of the Parish,

To pay pastors salaiy in full and his Provident Fund
Church Share. -

To pay delegates expenses to Synod, Synodical and

youth meetings.
To provide housing for pastors.
To chose a pioperly qualified Bible Woman provided

they bear a part of her budget as directed by the
Executive Council from time to time. -

Privlleges :

1.
2'

24

To send two lay delegates to the Synod Convantion.

To elect their own Treasurer of the Parish,

«C." Class Parlshes
Al) other parishes shall have “C” Class status.

“C" Class Parishes shall contribute 3% of their actual

offerings to the Suvartha Dhana Nidhi Fund of the
Church.

Those parishes which contribute 39 of their actual
annual, offerings to the Suvartha Dhana Nidhi Fund _
shall have the privilege of sending one lay delegate to
the Synod Convention.

Budgets shall be set by the Synod Finance Committes.

Assignment of Gospel Workers within the Parish shall
be made by the synod Executive Commities in
consultation W|th the Pastor and Person- m charge of
work :
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6. The Executive Council shall determine ‘the status of
© ' Parishers; after cotisultation and'frecdmmendation-of the
P. C. C. and Synod Executive Committee and . Commi-
tlee.an Synods. : '

Art IV Parish Church Councils :

Sec. 1— The Executive Committee of the synod shali-prepare -
@ schedule showing: the number of church goLuincih members in
eagh: paris hi.gfthe:synod and indicating the - part of ~the parish
which is to be represented. .The schedule: shall:-be: prepared on
the basis of geographical considerations and taking into account
the number of communing members in ‘wards, in urban panshes, -
and in ‘‘congregations’’ in rural parishes. If two of more con- .
gregations .are. ‘grouped, §=Oga'the{.;a.rgd_‘fe‘pgeseni_eid_. by.the church
council member, the schedule may also include a plan.of rotation. -
If a ward ‘or congiegation -has not Paid:-atl? offerings to. the
support of the parish, it shall not be entitled to representation on
the parish church couneil. =~ o - '

Sec. 2a. - In accordance with the schedule provided -in.
Sec. | abové-the viting members’ ity each Pért - (congregation or
‘ward) of the parish, under the chairmanship of the pastor or his
nofflinee, shall elect a mémber to tHe parisht ehitiich coungil, if
th8re be no pabtor; the syidd president “or Kis"héminee-Ehall con-
duct the elections. R

b.  Thére may be oneissionary electst By thie parish church
council from &morig the missionarids residént within the area of
thé parish - wio Have béén assigned'io work’d EXe ) council
Of the _Al El Lo ChurCh- ’ R B T

Fagh

390 3 a —ln ase 'qf:-[‘u-}a.l parxshes any &t

Fooadmoinr
2R A

. In case of urban parishes the pastor ahal
to nqu?ianate-upon three :p\e'rgspg's?; from amont 0 hers c
parish in addition to the nuriber set in section” oie abt va:
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G- Ex-Offlclo Members - ln addltton to the elected members
‘ herexﬁhall be‘the fblléwm‘g Bx-wﬁ&clemembers.

Parlsh pastor, Addltlonal pastors, if any Paush Treasurer, if

Co-opted by the P. C. C, upon recommendation of the Parlsh
“Pastor in addltson to number determined in sec. | above for a two
year term :

One youth 21-30 'years active in youth wotk, one woman
‘connected with the Streela Samaj, ene Sunday Sghool Teacher,

Note : Persons-in-charge of Bible: women’s work in‘the parish
shsll be invited to the parish.church councils concerned when
imatters concerniing their work .are ‘Gansidered in the respective
parish church councils,

Sec. 4. Qualifications for membership of P, C. C.

a) They shal! fulfil the requirements laid down in
~Acts. &: 3 T Timothy 338,10 and Tltus 1:6

b) The shall be members in- goo_dstandmg in a con-
gregation or the Parish, *having beenresident within
the Parish for at least one year, and not having: been
under discipline for at Ieast five years prior to
election,

‘©) They shall ibe:at-least.twenty.one !y_ear.s-bf‘age.,

Sec B= Term of members

a) The termof officeof e\iery elected méniber of the
Parish- Church council shall be four: 'years which term
shal»lrnormallwbﬁglsn ‘onNovettiber 4. ‘following his
- ‘glection If:itiowever;an slettionis’ not‘he!d%efore the.
explryzbfrthexem ot "'v_%merribérs thatmembérship

: shall be. vecant and shall bestiliéy for the 4emaining.
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portion of the term by eiection in accordance with
Sec. 2, (a) above. After & person has served on the
PCC for a total of four consecutive years in any
capacity, i. e., Cheirman, or Treasurer, or Co-opted
member or elected member, there shall be a break
of two years before the person is eligible to serve
again on the PCC. Half or more of a full term

. ghall be considered as a full term in computing term
for election. Co-opted members terms shall be
for two years only. '

b) If a member shall cease to represent the constituency
from which he was elected or shali cease to ba
qualified in accordance with Sec. 4 above, he shall
immediately cedse to be a membser of the Parish
Church Council, and the vacancy shall be fifled in
accordance with Sec. 2 (a} above for the unexpired
portion of the term. "

c) If amemberisabsent from three consecutive meetinss
without excuse, he shall iose his membership in the
parish church council and the place shall bs filled
as provided abovs.

Sec. 6 Duties of Parish Church Council :

a) To have general oversight of the spiritual life and acti-
vities of the parish and in particular of its public worship
to the end that everything is done in accordance with the
Word of .God and the faith and practices of the Andhra
Evangelical Lutheran Chureh ;

b) To inspire the preaching and -practice of stewardship in.
all members of the congregation, and encourage liberal
giving to tha work of the Churgh in all its aspects at home
and everywhers; - :
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¢) To support the pastor in fulfilling his calling, and in so do~-
inﬁ to visit the sick, the infirm and spiritually indiffer_entc
{0 minister to the poor and distressed and to seek to bring
the unchurched into the fold of Christ;

d) To promote & spirit of peace and goodwili within the
parish, and if differences arise, to endeavour to restore
harmony and mutual understanding;

8) To be the board of trustess of the parish,} and as such to
be responsible for the upkeep, maintenance and right use

of the property of the church lylng within the area of the
parish;

f) To prepare the annual budget of the parish for submission
to the executive committee of the synod, and to have
control over the financial . affairs of the parish subject to
the "policy and enactments of the Andhra Evangsiical
Lutheran Church and of the synod;

g) To elest lay delegates and alternates to the convention
of the Synods in accordance with the by-laws for
Synods Art. 1l, Sec. 3. b,

h) To be subject to the Andhra Evangslical Lutheran Church

in all things_ and to seek to carry out its purpases within
the area of the Parish.

-

1. To see that all offerings are remitted to the Parish™Trea=
surer and-that any congregation with-holding any offerings shalli
be warned and appropriate action, including removal of repre-
sentation, be taken by P.C.C. | '

. . 2. To ieco.gniSe auxiligries of ‘the congregation of the
.Parish. undoer ths genaral suparvision of the P. C. C. They
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shall be conducted accordlng to. the ruie qu‘::‘ \tha- respectiv'-e'
sodieties. R

Sec, 7. Officers:

a. The pastor shall be ex-officio" chalrman -of the pansh
church council. '

b. The.members of the parish church counei! ‘shall elect at
each meeting from among themselves a recording
secretary. He shatikeep accurate minutes. of that meeting
of the:parishi church council in-a volurﬂe provided by
the parish. which .shall be :preservatl’ ‘parfvanently “in-

the records -of the parish in' the custody of the
_pastor. '

¢. i. If the executive commrttee of the synod shall so

direct the parrsh church coum:ri shall elect a lay

person to serva as treasurer of the parrsh for a term

of one year from Sept. I. Such a person shall be

eligible far.re-election, .Hemneedinot:be :a member

~of tha parish church council at:the: time of his
election. | '

ii. If the executive commrttee of the synod-shail so
direct, the pastor of'the’ parish’ 4zl be its treasurer
The treasurer of the parrsh shall- mainTaln “gtcurdte

- :records of all financial busmess f1the: parrs'h n
accordance with .the policy drid: 'an‘ac“fments ‘oftHe
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, of the synod‘f

~-and. of the parish;-church council: Heidhall: thake
written ‘toport;to:ths. parish, church zcouncilu migind by,
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f | Hi. AII bank accounts and savmgs bank accounts of
’ Parishes and; congregations shall - A E.L. C. bank
accounts. subject to: control, direction and authority
of the'Board of Finance. The treastrer of the ‘Church
is authorized to instruct the concerned bank agent
from time to time as to the person authorized to
operate on any particular A,E.L, C. account. Any
speCIaI funds which may be available for investment
shaﬂ be mvested through the treasurer of the A.E.L.
-ChUrch

Sec. 8 - 'MeefingS';

a) The Parlsh Church Counc:l shall normally mest once a
month. SpeCIaI meetings may be called by the Pastor and
shall be called at the raquast of 4t least one half of the
membars. Threa days notice for speciai meetings and
-Seven days notice for reugiar meetings shalj be given
along with:the Proposed agenda to all who are entitled
to be present. Notices shall be sent by Certificate

of Posting. ‘ar by Circular taking' the signatures of
“the-meémbers.

ver is absent from three consecutive - meetings in-
ng spec:al meetlngs for any reason, shall cease to be
a memb Q’f the P.C.C. = |

é'.-' C.. [l m e.t‘_; ‘gs' re not conducted at
months_and or: when it is found that the
roperly: ‘constitited oris not -functioning
he. . by—laws ahd'R iles

Xecutwe Committee shall be. authorised
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to disband the P. C. C. and to appoint an Ad Hoc Com-
mittee in consultation with Parish Pastor to administer
the affairs of the parish after giving show cause notice
to the Pastor and P, C. C,

Sec. 9: Quorum:

e
A

‘A quorum for the transaction of business shall consist of a
majority of the total membership of the Parish Chureh Council in- &
cluding elected and ex-officio members as determined by the =

317

Synod Executive Committee.

THE END



